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The good, the bad and the sad! 
Last month I visited Tucson, a “borderlands” city that is taking the brunt of Arizona’s immigration 
issues. At a Customs and Border Patrol briefing we learned how they are enforcing current laws on 
who and where people can enter the United States. They it’s not their fault that conditions are horrid, 
they are just doing their jobs. But some refugees, including children, have fallen through the cracks. 
That’s the bad. 
Then I visited a refugee welcome center, Casa Aletas, where asylum seekers with children, 
scheduled to appear in court in the places they are heading to all around the country, are given hot 
food, a place to shower, fresh clothes and a chance to recover from their time in a detention center. 
A travel office helps them connect with relatives in the U.S. and assists with travel arrangements for 
them by train, by bus or even by plane. I met wonderful people work as translators, medical 
personnel and social workers. This was some of the good. Good people who are working hard to 
care for these refugees. 
At the Federal Courthouse we saw border runners face judges in Immigration Court. They all 
pleaded guilty and were taken away for deportation. That evening they would be back in Mexico or 
they would be flown back to where they came from in Central America. That was the sad! 
We met young Americans who have formed “No Mass Muertos” (No more Deaths), an organization 
that leaves food, water and medical supplies in the desert for people trying to come in between 
border crossings. These volunteers are risking a permanent arrest record and fines or incarceration 
for their actions. This was the very good or the very bad, depending how you look at it. 
Who is benefiting from these policies? The big corporations that are generating profits from housing 
and allegedly caring for these vulnerable people? The private prison industry, the food service 
corporations? The legal system that generates fees and fines that desperate people pay? 
Come November 2020, we need to vote for candidates who advocate for reforming immigration laws 
and systems and institute fairness to all people so that the United States can be proud to be the 
leader in the free world. 
 


