February 28, 2025

Good morning, Honored Members of the House Appropriations Committee.
 
I hope this message finds you well. I am writing to you on behalf of the 1,477 school board members representing 295 school districts across our state, to address the immense concern we have about the striking amendment to HB 1338.
 
The public education community has been steadfast and aligned in emphasizing the urgent need for adequate funding to ensure that our students have access to the resources necessary for effective learning. Materials, supplies, and operating cost (MSOC) dollars provide essential resources for textbooks, technology, and classroom supplies. When these resources are underfunded, students are deprived of the necessary tools for their education. 
 
Beyond educational materials, adequate funding is crucial for covering utilities, maintenance, and insurance—key components for the day-to-day functioning of our schools. Insufficient funding will lead to additional cuts that impact staffing levels and the quality of education and support services. This ultimately detracts from the overall educational experience and outcomes for our students.
 
The reliance on local levies to supplement state funding for basic education places an undue burden on communities, resulting in significant inequities among districts. Wealthier areas may easily pass levies, while lower-income districts struggle to secure necessary funding. This disparity exacerbates the educational gap, leaving some students with significantly fewer resources than their peers.
 
The original form of HB 1338 has been a beacon of hope—a vital lifeline for our public education system. We ask you to remain steadfast in support of the original bill language, as the striking amendment will not enable districts to meet the basic education needs of students and the teaching needs of staff.
 
Thank you for your attention to this pressing issue. We look forward to witnessing meaningful changes that will bolster our public education system and, most importantly, support our students and staff for learning and teaching.
 
Sincerely,
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