Support HB 1338 – Funding Basic Needs for Students and Schools
1. HB 1338 Updates MSOC to Reflect Current Costs
· This bill updates all nine MSOC categories to meet today’s actual costs.
· OSPI data shows a major funding gap between actual MSOC costs and state funding provided—this bill simply brings funding up to align with real costs and actual school needs for basic things like utilities and insurance.
· It also links MSOC to inflation, so we don’t fall behind again in funding basic education.
2. Schools, Like Families, are Struggling with Rising Costs
· Just like our family budgets, schools are being significantly impacted by inflation.
· When groceries, gas, and utility bills go up at home, we feel the impact—schools face the same challenges with fewer options to address growing expenses.
· They can’t keep up with rising costs for electricity, insurance, textbooks, and technology without updated funding.
3. Hope for Struggling School Districts
· Support for this bill as it is introduced gives school districts hope.
· Many are struggling to cover basic, necessary costs due to inflation and outdated funding.
· Passing HB 1338 ensures schools can continue to provide a safe, supportive, and well-resourced learning environment.
4. Basic Needs for Schools and Students
· This bill ensures that schools have the essentials so they can support students: curriculum, technology, insurance, and utilities.
· These are not extras—they are part of basic education. Without these essential costs funded at actual levels, schools face significant and dire consequences.
5. Costs Are Rising, But Funding Hasn’t Kept Up
· Schools face skyrocketing costs for heating, insurance, technology, and supplies. For example, the cost of insurance alone has risen 60% since 2020. Utility costs have jumped 37% in the same timeframe.
· Current state funding is woefully outdated and doesn’t cover these essential expenses.
6. Relying on Local Levies Isn’t Equitable nor is it Sustainable
· The state should fully fund these costs instead of forcing districts to use local levies.
· What happens to school districts that can’t pass a local levy? The must choose between funding curriculum or paying their electricity bill. This is wrong and not what is best for students.
· Every student, regardless of where they live, deserves the same basic resources.
7. MSOC is Transparent and Accountable
· Schools must report exactly how they use these funds.
· Legislators and taxpayers can see exactly where the money goes and how it is being utilized.
8. Full Funding is a Direct Investment in Students
· Without these funds, classrooms go without updated curriculum, safe buildings, and working technology.
· Passing HB 1338 means giving schools and students the basic, essential resources they need to foster success.
Ask:
Support HB 1338 to fully fund student basic needs. This is basic education, and our kids can’t afford to wait.

