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Every morning bright-eyed students enter Yakima classrooms brimming with questions about the world around them. They look to their teachers for guidance and reassurance, wanting to feel safe, supported and seen. As the superintendent of the Yakima School District and the president of the Yakima Education Association, we see firsthand the struggles of our students as they face myriad significant challenges, including poverty and a lack of resources that families in wealthier areas might take for granted. As leaders tasked with eliciting the best possible educational outcomes for our students, we struggle to reconcile the inequities that make learning more difficult than it should be.
One clear sign of these inequities is that many Yakima families simply cannot afford the extras that might seem commonplace in other communities. Meanwhile, in Yakima, we rely on the generosity of community-based organizations to donate an inordinate number of backpacks and supplies to our students. And we rely on local medical professionals to donate vision and dental services by conducting school parking lot screenings across the district each year. While parent engagement is strong in spirit, the daily reality of making ends meet often overshadows any ability to contribute in time or financially. Our students exhibit vast amounts of potential, but they lack the resources and supports that allow for greater manifestation of that potential, resources and supports that more affluent districts can often provide their own students through local fundraising and property taxes.
We recognize the added pressures that many of our students experience because of inequitable state funding. Within the last 12 months, our school board approved a RIF/recall (Reduction in Force) and an October layoff, and another reduction is pending for this spring. Programs have been reduced, as have services, as the labor force is shuffled to maximize employee retention. These adjustments have a direct impact on our students at a time when schools are being asked to do more, including addressing mental health needs without sufficient funding to meet the demand for services. This year, our district began community discussions about potentially closing elementary buildings as another cost-saving measure. Children are intuitive — they may not understand school finance debates, tax levies, or the complexities of political discourse, but they can certainly recognize and feel the stress that those discussions engender. All students, regardless of locale, deserve to have a stress-free learning environment that includes access to materials that facilitate their education as they strive for the best award ever: “Student of the Week.”
New revenue for our 'paramount duty'
Under our state’s constitution, Washington has a “paramount duty” to provide amply for the education of all children. Without consistent and equitable state-level funding, the burden falls on local communities that simply cannot bear it. In Yakima, where many families live in poverty, we cannot rely on local tax options to fill the gap: our families are already struggling with daily needs. Therefore, it is critical that our legislators develop new revenue solutions to bolster our schools. We have seen firsthand the resilience of our students, and we admire this credit to their character. However, it is inexcusable that a state as rich as Washington underfunds education and opts to determine success by zip code by not adequately funding all counties, districts, and schools. Inadequate funding on the part of the state should not test the resiliency of some districts’ students more than others.
Investing new revenue in Yakima’s schools will address fundamental disparities and give every student access to quality teaching, smaller class sizes, modern instructional materials, and social-emotional supports. A robust, state-level funding commitment will not only close existing gaps but also uplift the academic and emotional well-being of our children — helping them cultivate the skills and confidence they need to become the next generation of leaders, teachers, and entrepreneurs.
Our urgent appeal
We implore state lawmakers to fulfill their constitutional obligation and provide the critical resources necessary for our schools. Specifically, this means increasing state funding levels — and exploring new revenue pathways where needed — so all students, regardless of which city they live in or their family’s financial standing, have an equal shot at success.
On behalf of our students, teachers, and families, we ask the Legislature to redouble efforts to address these inequities in school funding. Let’s work together so our students can focus on what truly matters: learning, growing, and being celebrated for unique accomplishments. Actions overshadow words, and education, as called out in our state constitution, should remain our top priority. With sustained and sufficient state investment, we can ensure each Yakima student walks into school every morning confident in their future.
Our children deserve no less.
Frances Guerrero is the president of the Yakima Education Association. Dr. Trevor Greene is the superintendent of the Yakima School District.
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From the South Sound area school district superintendents with the goal is to get this out before legislators hold their Town Hall meetings this Saturday, March 15:
 
  
School district leaders, parents, educators, and students from across Washington state have been speaking in a single voice to legislators: you must fully fund our education system.
 
For months, we have been advocating for “The Big Three”: funding that covers our actual costs, especially for materials, supplies and other overhead costs (called “MSOC”), special education, and school transportation. With the legislative session more than halfway over, it is unclear whether legislators and the Governor will heed our call and make the necessary investments to keep schools open, the lights on, and our educators paid.
 
The situation is dire.
 
Already, we have six districts across the statein “binding conditions”, which means that financial challenges prevent the district from balancing its budget so the state steps in to provide financial oversight. Without adequate funding to cover the costs of basic education, we’ll see even more districts be put in this position.
 
Which is why we were so disappointed to see bills that would provide adequate funding for the “Big Three” funding items including materials, supplies and operations costs (MSOC), special education and student transportation either not advance or get gutted by the legislature. For example, HB 1338 would have increased funding for MSOC – the fund that pays for utility costs, insurance, curriculum and other basic building costs – to be in line with actual costs, was reduced from the proposed $306M in additional funding to just $5.5M. That is only $5 more for each of the 1.1 million school children in our state when the actual costs and need is much greater.
 
For our districts, if the legislature can’t do better, we will be forced to make impossible choices between laying off staff, closing buildings, and/or eliminating services we provide for our families and students like health centers, meal programs, or child care.
 
We need leadership on this issue now from our elected representatives across the legislature, Gov. Ferguson, and Superintendent Reykdal.
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