Honorable Members of the Appropriations Committee,
 
On behalf of education advocates representing school administrators, we extend our sincere appreciation for today’s thoughtful debate on MSOC. We are especially grateful for Representative Berg’s advocacy in addressing students’ basic needs. We share the belief that this bill in its original form serves as a beacon of hope for our students, and while we oppose the bill with the new striking amendment,  we stand with you in your efforts to prioritize students through continued investment in MSOC.
 
We appreciate your commitment to advancing this legislation and respectfully request the establishment of stakeholder group to provide feedback as bill sponsors consider policy and funding regarding MSOC. 
 
Furthermore, we recognize the Legislature’s ongoing commitment to Washington’s 1.1 million students and appreciate past year’s investments in our schools. However, as inflation has significantly outpaced MSOC funding, the bill remains a priority bill as part of our Big Three Coalition. We support the policy in its original form as introduced by Rep Berg and cosponsored by 23 other lawmakers. 
 
We are eager to collaborate with you by providing data, school district superintendent perspectives, and any other support necessary to ensure the successful passage of this policy.
 
Thank you for your dedication to our students and schools.
 
Sincerely,
Dan Steele, Washington Association of School Administrators, Washington Association of School Business Officials
Marissa Rathbone, Washington State School Directors Association
Melissa Gombosky, Association of Educational Service Districts, Spokane, Evergreen, Vancouver and Richland School Districts
Charlie Brown, South Sound Superintendents 
Clifford Traisman, Bellevue, Northshore, Highline and Seattle Public Schools 
Nora Burnes and Devin Gombosky, ESD 105 School Advocacy Coalition
Troy Nichols, Capital Region ESD 113
 
Position on striking amendment that is now incorporated as part HB 1338 send on 2/26:
Dear Honorable Members of the Appropriations Committee,
We are writing to express our deep concern regarding the recently posted amendment to Representative Berg’s MSOC bill, HB 1338. The original bill proposed a $306 million annual investment to support our students’ fundamental educational needs, including curriculum, technology, utilities, insurance, and other basic education costs that enable schools to operate effectively and serve students. However, the newly introduced amendment drastically reduces this investment to just $5.5 million per year- a reduction of over $300 million.  This is about 5% of the originally proposed amount of funding.  We are still waiting for feedback on specific dollar amounts from school districts. 
The amendment falls far short of addressing the actual inflationary costs of utility or insurance rates that districts are facing.  For instance, Tacoma Public Utilities has recently announced a 5% electric rate increase.  This proposed funding level for utilities falls short of covering this known rate increase.  We also know that insurance rates have increased well into the double digits.  Again, this proposed funding level leaves school districts facing the prospect of cutting more staff in order to cover these mandatory costs. 
The original proposal was built on the actual school funding shortfall as documented through school district reports to OSPI.  This striking amendment is a public acknowledgement that the House intends to continue underfunding basic education and is inconsistent with the legislature’s State Supreme Court approved commitment to fully fund basic education when it adopted the 2017 McCleary funding agreement.   
We will soon provide a detailed breakdown of what this proposed minimal increase means for individual school districts.  In the mean time we urge you to reject this proposed striking amendment and adopt the underlying proposal as originally introduced.   
School districts have no choice but to pay for utilities, insurance, curriculum, technology and other core costs.  A vote to reduce MSOC funding to this degree is not only a rejection of investing in our students and our schools, it is a vote to force school districts into deeper financial crisis.  
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