
608-663-7188 
22 E. Mifflin St., Ste. 900 

Madison, WI 53703 
forward-analytics.net 

 

 

 
 

For Immediate Release      May 11, 2020 
Contact: Dale Knapp  
Forward Analytics Director      

Forward Analytics Releases May Update of COVID-19 and 
County Sales Tax Revenues 

In early April, Forward Analytics provided county officials with estimates of sales 
tax losses. Since then, more information has come online allowing for updated 
estimates. The new information includes: 

1. March estimates of retail sales from the Bureau of Economic Analysis 
showing taxable retail sales falling 7% from prior year numbers and food 
service sales down 23%. 
 

2. Figures from the Department of Revenue and Legislative Fiscal Bureau 
showing that April sales tax collections (reflecting March sales) were down 
9.9% from previous year; collections from food service and drinking 
establishments were down 38%. 
 

3. The April jobs report from the Bureau of Labor Statistics showing 20.5 million 
jobs lost in April, following a loss of 870,000 in March. The number of jobs in 
the Leisure and Hospitality industry declined 47%.  
 

4. That April jobs report also showed the official unemployment rate 
increasing from 4.4% in March to 14.7% in April. However, 6.4 million 
people that lost their job and left the labor force are not counted in this 
number. If they were counted, the unemployment rate would be 18.1%.  
 

5. Wisconsin initial unemployment claims from March 15 through May 15 
increasing from 25,579 in 2019 to 339,920 in 2020. These numbers indicate 
Wisconsin’s unemployment rate will also be in the mid to high teens in 
April. 
 

6. A Congressional Budget Office estimate that unemployment will average 
16% in the third quarter of 2020 and 11.7% in the fourth quarter.  

 

-More- 



Forward Analytics- 
Add One- 

“There are two sets of sales tax estimates shown,” said Forward Analytics Director 
Dale Knapp. “The first set of estimates are those prepared a month ago in April 
assuming a two month “Safer at Home” order. The second set makes that same 
assumption but assumes a slower recovery for the economy.  It should be noted 
that as new information is available, Forward Analytics will update figures as 
appropriate.”  

Forward Analytics is led by Director Dale Knapp, who brings more than two 
decades of research experience in economics and public policy to the 
Wisconsin Counties Association. Prior to creation of Forward Analytics, Knapp 
spent 18 years with the nonpartisan and well-respected Wisconsin Taxpayers 
Alliance, including 15 years as Research Director. 

For additional information, please contact Forward Analytics Director Dale 
Knapp and learn more at www.forward-analytics.net. 
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