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Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc.
Gamma Sigma Omega Chapter Meeting
Economic Opportunity Authority (EOA) Building
January 14, 2023
Soror Nicole S. Fields, Presiding

Call to Order:  Basileus Nicole S. Fields called meeting to order at 10:08 a.m.
Pledge: All sorors
Inspiration/Prayer:  Soror Henrietta Gray, Chaplain, proclaimed a Happy New Year that will be wonderful, prosperous, healthy, and wealthy for the sorors.  She exhorted that God has been good to us. As most of us who are professed Christians live out our Christian character and the Principles of God, Soror Gray listed seven key Principles of God: Mercy, Love, Increase, Faith, Authority, Power, and Unity. 

 Three of these principles were emphasized- Love, Authority and Unity.

 Love -seen in our lives through love of God, our neighbors, loving other believers, loving our Sisterhood, and loving our Gamma Sigma Omega sorors. Satan is in opposition to this principle.  

Authority- expressed as submission to God’s authority and His word.  We are to honor leaders and respect the leader as a person and respect the leader’s position.  The opposition to this principle is isolation, independence, disobedience, rebellion, combativeness and critical attitudes, the exhibition of overt disrespect, and non-compliance. 

Unity- expressed through our relationship with God through prayer and worship. As we are unified in the body of Christ, we must change our hearts so that there is love and unity among us as sorors, sisters of Gamma Sigma Omega, and extending onward to the larger body of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc. 

Soror Gray went on to express that all sorors may not like all sorors, but all sorors need to respect all sorors. Much fruit, success, peace and harmony, prevailing prosperity, productivity, excellence, and love will result when these principles are lived out as God requires us.
.
 These inspirational words were followed by prayer.
Adoption of Agenda:  Madam Basileus Nicole Fields asked members to review Agenda.  Basileus Fields noted that Soror Johnye Gillians would be reporting for Sigma Tau chapter. Motion made by Soror Jacqueline Tomlin and seconded by Soror Denise Cooper.  There were no dissensions.  Motion passed.
Reading/Adoption of Minutes: Madam Basileus called for the adoption of Minutes. There were no other corrections to the Minutes. Motion to accept the minutes was made by Soror Ethel Bradshaw and seconded by Soror Audrey Singleton.
Correspondence:  Soror Dawnique Steel, submitted report, announced thank-you expressions from Soror Deonn Stone and family, Soror Janie Bruen to Sorors, Soror Janie Bruen to Soror Virginia Parham and Protocol Committee, Soror Paulette Siebert, Soror Sandra Clark. Holiday greetings and Happy 2023 from Soror Deonn Stone.

Officers’ Reports
Basileus:  Former Basileus Soror Charlene Jones, submitted final report, announced no additional comments.

[bookmark: _Hlk106025600]Hodegos:  Soror Taqwaa Saleem, submitted report, announced visiting soror: Soror Andrea David. Soror Janese Cooper is a transfer from General Membership. Soror Resharda Webster is reactivating.  December birthday celebrants were recognized, ending with song, “Happy Birthday to You.” Former Hodegos Soror Sandra Clark announced that there are sorors that need to pick up birthday aprons for the months of November and December 2022. Soror Clark also announced that a pair of eyeglasses were found.  Soror Tara Scott Brown, after describing the eyeglasses, was able to claim the lost eyeglasses.
	
Pecunious Grammateus:  Soror Quiana R. Scott, submitted report. 
December 2022
Chapter Operations					$22,205.00     
5-Star Savings						$ 2,720.70
Total Transmittal, December 2022			$24,932.70
Soror Quiana Scott announced that only Square, money orders and cashier’s checks will be accepted as methods of payment for final dues payments.  January 28, 2023 is the final cutoff date for dues transmittals.  Payments for 2024 dues are being accepted beginning February 1, 2023. Sorors are being asked to please pick up call remaining receipts.  

Tamiouchos:  Former Tamiouchos Soror Sonia Renee' Grant, submitted report.
 Dues will not be transmitted to Corporate until MARTHA is paid or any outstanding Precious Gems assessments are paid.
December 2022 - Five Star Savings Account
Bank Balance (11-30-22)		           $11,488.81
Total Deposits				           $13,042.70
Withdrawals 				           $23,581.51
Total Withdrawals			           $23,581.51
Bank Balance (12-31-22)		           $     950.91
Register Balance (12-31-22)		           $     950.91
December 2022 -Chapter Operations
Bank Balance (11-30-22)			$ 33,640.39
Total Deposits:  				$ 34,294.71
Total Credits (12-31-22)			$ 67,935.10
Total Disbursements				$ (8,683.42)
Bank Balance (12-31-22)		             $ 59,251.68
Total Outstanding Checks			$ (3,550.44)
Adjusted Bank Balance (12-31-22)		$ 55,701.24
Checkbook Balance (12-31-22)			$ 55,701.24

Graduate Advisors
Gamma Upsilon Chapter: Savannah State University, Soror Tara Scott-Brown, submitted report, announced that sorors of Gamma Upsilon will participate as parade coordinators for the MLK Jr. Day parade.  All sorors are encouraged to attend the parade.

Sigma Tau Chapter, Georgia Southern University, Armstrong Campus, Soror Johnye Gillians, submitted report, announced one Soror graduated, Soror Alexandria Caughman, honor graduate GPA- 3.8.  Per Capita has been submitted for four members. The chapter is in the process of submitting end of year reports.  The deadline for submission of reports have been extended by our International President.  The joint closed Founders’ Day celebration for Gamma Upsilon and Sigma Tau will be held on the campus of GSU, Armstrong campus, on January 29, 2023.  All GSO sorors are invited.  A formal invitation is to follow.

Ivy Leaf Reporter/Public Relations:  Soror Deborah Clarke, submitted report, several articles were published during the month of December 2022.   The Milestone Celebration, GSO’s service to Greenbriar Children’s Center with check presentation, and the grant received from International Paper are currently featured in the Savannah Tribune online.  Branding and Style guide for Alpha Kappa Alpha, Inc. was distributed by Former Basileus Charlene Jones in GSO’s December 25, 2022, announcements.  Soror Clarke compiled a cliff notes version of the guide that can be found in a link with the announcements.  A flyer was posted in the December 25, 2022, announcements extending season’s greetings and Happy New Year to all sorors.

Standing Committee Reports
Program:  Soror Nicole Williams, submitted report. Five new program initiatives were introduced: Empower Our Families- chaired by Sorors Wanda Hopson and April Scott. Youth Leadership Institute- Soror Wanda Hopkins; Build Our Economic Wealth- chaired by Sorors Michelle Mincey Gwynn and Arnita Greene Brown; Enhance Our Environment- chaired by Soror Kim Nixon; Advocate For Social Justice- chaired by Soror Lashawnda Alderman; and Uplift Our Local Community- chaired by Sorors Bettina Tate and Sharon Stallings. Sorors went around the room to sign up to actively participate on various committees and program initiatives.

Membership: Soror Johnnie Holmes, submitted report, no additions.  Soror Denise Cooper announced challenge to reach out to a general or inactive soror to encourage donation and participation with GSO during MLK Jr. Day through service and donations to Emmaus House and Greenbriar Children’s Center. Soror Denise Cooper encouraged sorors to document their interactions with general or inactive sorors and to send photos and sorors could win a prize during the challenge for the most photo documentation submitted.  

Archives: Soror Deonn Stone, submitted report. Added that the Archives committee was alive and well. GSO’s storage space is located at Life Storage and fees have been paid through 2023.  The chapter purged records during the shred event.  All content has been inventoried and an end-of-year inventory has been submitted.  The history book is coming!  Late Spring 2023 is the target for completion of the GSO history book.

Technology: Soror Kimberly Rhodes, submitted report.  Added a ‘thank you’ to sorors who signed up to join the “dynamic duo” technology team.

Standards: Soror Vanessa Kaigler, submitted report; Soror Renee Grant added the Standards Committee end of the year report was submitted on time.

Connections and Social Action: Soror Janice Munn and Kim Dubois, submitted report, Soror Kim Dubois added that she is now the chairman of the Connection sand Social Action committee and Soror Jaundalyn Barker will be Co- Chairman.  This is a commemorative year for AKA Day at the Capitol – celebrating 30 years.  The dates for AKA Day at the Capitol are February 19- 20, 2023.  Sunday, February 19, 2023, will be a totally virtual day and Monday, February 20, 2023, will be a hybrid day.  The fee for AKA Day at the Capitol is $50 for virtual attendance and $100 for in-person attendance.  Registration will open when announced on January 18, 2023 and go through February 15, 2023.  If sorors have sponsors and/or businesses that would like to submit an Ad in the program booklet, those fees are due by January 27, 2023. Madam Regional Director, Soror Tiffany Moore-Russell will be recognizing those who have made significant impacts throughout AKA Day at the Capitol’s 30-year history.  Please see Basileus Nicole Fields or Soror Kim Dubois for more information. In-person AKA day at the Capitol on February 20, 2023, will be attended by both Soror Kim Dubois and Soror Jaundalyn Barker.
Ad Hoc Committee Reports
Greenbriar Children’s Center: Soror Annette Mitchell/Soror Sheila Hutcherson, submitted report, Soror Annette Mitchell made an appeal to keep supporting Greenbriar Children’s Center. On behalf of the President of the Board of Directors, Soror Connie Cooper, Soror Mitchell thanked everyone who remained supportive of all areas of Greenbriar Children’s Center. Further, Soror Annette Mitchell stated to not think of Greenbriar Children’s Center as an orphanage as in past years but as a viable and needed entity in our community. Soror Mitchell stated that Greenbriar Children Center’s is moving up and forward and GSO needs to remain on the upward move also.

Pan Hellenic: Soror Wanda Hopson, submitted report, added that the Pan Hellenic Council is looking to continue to work with GSO.

Special Committee Reports	
Sister Squads: Soror Jacqueline Tomlin, submitted report, announced the Lillie Burke Squad is hosting the April 6, 2023 performance of Joseph Conyers, Assistant Principal Bassist of the Philadelphia Orchestra, and the Dover Quartet at the Savannah Cultural Art Center at 6:00 p.m.  Joseph Conyers is the son of Golden Soror, Emma Conyers.  The Savannah Music Festival has discounted the ticket price to $48.  Envelopes are available.  Checks are to be made payable to GSO. The February GSO chapter meeting will be the last time the discounted ticket price will be offered.  By attending the orchestral performance, GSO will be supporting our fellow Savannahian, our fellow Golden Sorors, and the Arts through our local community.
Random Acts of Sisterliness:  Soror Carolyn Bell, submitted report, a video presentation highlighting the committees last 30 days of activities was played. An announcement will come regarding our First Friday celebration.
[bookmark: _Hlk121813307]Unfinished Business
None.
New Business
None.
 
Announcements 
Soror Dawnique Steel announced the First Friday Lunch with Sorors. The lunch will be held on Friday, February 3, 2023, at the home of Soror Carol Bell.  The time for lunch is 11:30a.m. to 1:30 p.m. The only requirement for lunch attendance is to bring a healthy side dish. 

Soror Deonn Stone requested the History Book Committee to stand and be recognized.  Applause followed.

Soror Dawnique Steel announced that some sorors did not sign in when coming in chapter meeting.  Please remember to sign in so that credit is given for attendance.

Soror Deborah Clarke announced that the sign-up sheet for the Public Relations Committee was posted late-please sign up if interested in joining this fun and creative committee.

Soror Lashonda Reid Wilson announced that she is GSO’s EAF captain.  In order for GSO to reach platinum status at the South Atlantic Regional Conference, we need to donate $2,900.  This was an increase from the last platinum status amount.  GSO still needs to collect $600.00.  Sorors are asked to each donate $10.00 to reach our goal of $600.00 by the end January, 2023.  Please donate to EAF.  Checks may be written to MARTHA, Inc.   An online donation option will be created. 

Soror Carol Bell requested that Random Acts of Sisterliness Committee members please meet her near front of the room for a five-minute meeting.

Basileus Nicole Fields requested that the chairman of the new initiatives meet with Soror Nicole Williams for a five-minute meeting. 

Soror Jacqueline Tomlin announced that she has already received 28 envelopes for the orchestral performance scheduled for April 6, 2023.  She encouraged sorors to keep paying to attend the event in hopes that more than 50 sorors will attend.

Soror Terri Lewis announced the Soror Squad winners of the donation challenge for the chapter, donating to the Emmaus House and Greenbriar Children’s Center.  The winners are the Lavinia Norman Sister Squad.  The Lavinia Norman Sister Squad members were recognized, and a picture was taken. Also, the winners were awarded a MLK button to go on their sashes.

Adjournment
Basileus Fields adjourned meeting at 11:39 a.m.
	
___________________________________		___________________________________
Soror Nicole S. Fields, Basileus				Soror LaTanya F. Moore, Grammateus

Approved:  ___________________________
