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Shoreward Drive/Welwyn Road Transportation
Enhancement Program (TEP) Update
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Shoreward Dr./Welwyn Rd. Pedestrian and the Village of Great Neck Plaza continues
Bicyclist Transportation Enhancement to lead on traffic calming initiatives
Program (TEP) project, which started implemented in the LI region. The Village
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initiatives on our local
which
shorten
the
streets to improve and
beautify the Village, making it a more distance that pedestrians must cross,
walkable, sustainable and a safer bicyclist “sharrows,” which are pavement
community for pedestrians, bicyclists and markings to depict the shared roadways
persons of all ages and abilities. From an between cars and bicycles, LED lighting,
improved, modern roundabout at Barstow brick sidewalks, benches, a public plaza
Road that slows down and improves the with new trees, and site landscaping.
flow of traffic, the elimination of a lane
(“road diet”) on Great Neck Road to reduce The new LED ornamental street lighting is
the speeds of motorists, bulb-outs on Bond both aiding the feeling of safety at night
Street and Barstow Road/Linden Place that and providing environmentally-friendly,
cut down on the crosswalk lengths that reduced maintenance lighting. Besides the
pedestrians have to walk, to installing pedestrian safety features, there are several
pedestrian
and
bicyclist
safety
Continued on page 7
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Message from the Mayor
Dear Friends,
As the year is coming to an end, it is an appropriate time to
take stock and review activities and accomplishments of
this year. It was an extremely busy and productive year
with two major transportation construction projects that
were on-going simultaneously and we are pleased to report
both have recently been completed. The two major
transportation improvement projects were the Shoreward
Drive/Welwyn
Road
Pedestrian
and
Bicyclist
Transportation Enhancement Program (TEP), and the State
of Good Repair (SOGR) – Year 2 project that rehabilitated
and resurfaced eleven village roadways. Utilizing my
transportation planning experience, I served as Project
Manager and Sponsor Administrator on behalf of the
Village on both projects, overseeing our consultant
engineering inspection services, administering grant
procedures, and also providing the outreach notifications
to area residents, real estate management companies, retail
businesses and other stakeholders. Similar to the TEP
project (see cover story on Page 1), the SOGR – Year 2
project budget of approximately $500,000 was funded
mainly through secured county and state grants, with no
local match required.
The grant monies obtained for SOGR – Year 2 enabled the
Village to complete more overall lane miles this
construction season and thus, we will be able to fast-track
and rehabilitate all of our village streets, more than thirty
roadways, within the next two years. Initially, our
engineering consultants had estimated a six-year period
based on the Village’s budget and funds available at that
time that could be allocated annually in this line item.
Looking ahead to the next construction season around the
corner in 2020, we are delighted to announce and want to
thank New York State Senator Anna M. Kaplan for
securing a 2019 State and Municipal Facilities (SAM)
Program Grant of $50,000 for the Village. This is great
news and the grant monies will be allocated to SOGR –
Year 3. We anticipate continuing in early spring this
ongoing roadway and infrastructure repair and
maintenance program. We are proud to partner with
Senator Kaplan and greatly appreciate her leadership and
support, which will help us reach our goal of safe, wellmaintained roadways while at the same time leveraging
Village funds with these grant monies.
I recently joined Nassau County Executive Laura Curran
and other Nassau County mayors and representatives in
voting to approve and accept the 2020 Shared Services and

Taxpayer Savings Plan. I was one of approximately 40
municipal leaders from across Nassau County, including
town, city and village officials and representatives from
special districts. The December meeting on the plan
culminated a year-long effort to brainstorm ways to work
together to pool resources and save taxpayer monies.
The goal of the Shared Services Plan is to bring together
Nassau County and municipal leaders to identify and
implement new ways to save taxpayer dollars through
shared and more efficient services between local
governments within the county. The Village of Great
Neck Plaza identified several programs in the plan to
partner with our neighboring villages on the Great Neck
peninsula including building a joint salt storage shed and
combining garbage collection and disposal services. The
plan, too, identified additional programs for municipalities
to consider and work with Nassau County. The Shared
Services program offers a robust array of services through
Nassau County, from records storage, joint purchasing of
equipment, to information technology and cyber security,
and more. In 2020 the Village will pursue these programs
being offered since they are cost-effective and utilize our
resources to the fullest in this shared services initiative,
which is very important.
In addition to this quarterly printed newsletter, the Village
publishes monthly electronic newsletters via email. The enewsletter is the best way to stay connected and get up-todate information about Village events, store ribbon
cuttings, new stores opening and their promotions. Sign
up
is
easy
on
our
village
website
at
www.greatneckplaza.net. There’s a box on the homepage
that you can click and include your email address. Nonprofits, commercial businesses and retailers are welcomed
to submit events, special sales, and announcements of
meetings, programs, news stories for our readers. There is
no charge to have a blurb or coupon included in our enewsletter. Your information is included for FREE.
Contact the Mayor’s Assistant, Vincent Ferry, at
mayorsassistant@greatneckplaza.net for more information
or to assist you in signing up.
The Board of Trustees, staff, and I want to wish you and
your families a wonderful Holiday Season and a healthy
Happy New Year!
Sincerely,
Jean A. Celender, Mayor
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Winter Is Coming: What to do after a Snowfall
It’s true; we’re afraid to say, but “winter is coming.”
Although we’ve been fortunate in the lack of major snow
storms recently, it’s better to be prepared than to be caught
by surprise in the event of major snow storm. To get you
through this winter season, the Village wanted to give you
some tips and reminders of guidelines you should
remember for the snow and winter season.

and hampers snow removal efforts by Plaza personnel.
When clearing snow, please place the snow on your
property, away from the street or sidewalk.

Now after clearing your sidewalk, the last thing you want
to do is then dig out your car and have someone else take
your spot once you leave. Here’s the best tip we can give
you; avoid having your car snowed in and park in our
garages! If there is a
It is imperative to clear your
snowfall of four inches or
sidewalks in a timely
more, Plaza residents with a
fashion to avoid icing and
valid VGNP street parking
hard-packed
snow.
In
permit can park in our two
addition to being safe for all
garages - Plaza Centre and
those involved, it is also the
Maple Drive - for up to 24
law. Under the Village
hours after snowfall while
Code, snow and ice removal
garage parking regulations
must be completed within
are suspended. Parking
four hours after the last
spaces are first-come, firstsnowfall. The responsibility
serve, and do fill up quickly
to clear snow and ice from
during a snowstorm, so be
sidewalks, regardless of if
sure to take advantage of
you are a homeowner or
this option. Once parking
business owner, is solely
that of the adjoining While snowstorms can produce picturesque scenes, there are regulations in our garages
restored,
vehicles
property
owner. several important tips you should remember during the winter are
without a garage permit,
Commercial
property months.
owners, when shoveling the sidewalk in front of your would have to move their vehicle before 9 a.m. the day of
business, be aware that your customers’ access from their the restoration of the regulations for space to be available
car to your storefront will be blocked if you pile snow for our garage permit holders.
adjacent to the parking space. We suggest you clear a path
or cut through the snow for people to access the sidewalk One last tip, always bend your knees, keep your back as
from their car especially to clear corner access to the straight as possible and do not throw snow over your
shoulder or to your side when shoveling to avoid spending
sidewalk.
hours on end laying on a heating blanket post shoveling.
Additionally, if your property is adjacent to a crosswalk, it To make your shoveling experience easier, be sure to get a
is also your responsibility to clear a four-foot-wide path versatile shovel that doesn’t limit you to throw, lift, or
from the curb of the crosswalk to your sidewalk. Equally push snow away. A fiber core handle is lighter than wood,
as important, should your property have a fire hydrant on and the shorter distance between the scoop and handle
the premises (i.e., in front of your business or home), it is means less exertion of energy to shovel. Be sure to pace
once again your responsibility to create a path to the yourself, take frequent breaks, and replenish your fluids to
hydrant and clear a two-foot perimeter around the hydrant. prevent dehydration. If you feel any pressure or pain in
In the case of an emergency, emergency personnel will your chest, stop immediately and call for help. So this
need to be able to not only locate the hydrant but also be winter season, remember these tips and
guidelines and cross your fingers that
able to access the area.
Mother Nature spares us from any
snowfall.
For
more
Above all, under no circumstance, never shovel snow into significant
the street. Not only is this action hazardous, but it is also information, call Village Hall at (516)
against the law and punishable by a fine. Shoveling snow 482-4500.
into the street creates a dangerous situation for motorists

Page 4

December 2019

Plaza Voice

Veterans Day in Great Neck Plaza
On Veterans Day, Monday,
November 11, Mayor Jean
Celender,
Trustee
Gerry
Schneiderman and Trustee Pam
Marksheid,
along
with
members of the Great Neck
Boy
Scouts
Troop
10,
participated in Veterans Day
Programs at both the Atria Park
and Atria Cutter Mill Assisted
Senior
Living
Facilities,
situated on Great Neck Road
and
Cutter
Mill
Road,
respectively.
On this national holiday, we honored the Veterans who
served, or are currently serving, honorably in war or in
peacetime. We thanked these Veterans for their sacrifices,
service in the military, and love of country. We are
forever indebted to our Veterans, for their courage and
brave service in defense of our nation, and for the
freedoms that we value and enjoy today.

special thanks too, for the home
front workers, largely women,
who assisted the war time
activities during World War II.
On this Veterans Day, we
wanted to let these Veterans
know they are remembered as
heroes for their valor, their
patriotism, and their dedication.
Their
selfless
sacrifices
continue to inspire us today.
We wanted to deeply express
our gratitude, and let them know they are our finest, today
and always. The Boy Scouts presented the colors, and
participants did the Pledge of Allegiance, sang The Star
Spangled Banner and God Bless America and we read
several poems about Veterans and the meaning of this day.
Thank you to all our Veterans!

We also remembered and honored those who laid down
their lives in freedom’s defense. These brave men and
women made the ultimate sacrifice for our benefit. A

Calling All Artists: Host Your Own Art Show In the Village Courtroom
If you are an emerging or established artist, looking for a
new venue to showcase your work, then you may want to
consider exhibiting with the Village of Great Neck Plaza.
We are interested in seeing your work and publicly
displaying it in the community. Our court room, in a
public municipal building space, is outfitted as a gallery
with hanging wires to accommodate a variety of picture
sizes. We are currently putting out this call for artists and
portfolio submissions for exhibits in 2020. If you wish to
consider exhibiting with us, please contact the Mayor’s
Assistant,
at
(516)
482-4500,
or
email
mayorsassistant@greatneckplaza.net, to set up an
appointment to view your portfolio and our exhibit hall.
Generally an exhibit is displayed for approximately 4 to 6
weeks. Works can be for sale; however, artists may not
label prices on their pieces, and instead may offer their
artwork for sale in a separate catalog handout listing. We
will also assist the artist in publicizing the exhibit and
hosting an artist reception - sponsored by the artist and at
their expense - should one be desired.

Promotional flyer used for the Village’s most
recent art show
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10th Annual VGNP Poetry Submission Deadline Approaches
Don’t miss your chance to enter! Residents 18 years of
age and above from New York City, Nassau and Suffolk
Counties are invited to submit up to three unpublished
poems for an entry fee of $15.00 (non-refundable). No
more than three poems may be submitted. The poems may
be on any subject, in any style, to a maximum of 30 lines
per poem. The postmark deadline is January 24, 2020,
and the winners will be announced on March 13, 2020 on
the Village of Great Neck Plaza website,
www.greatneckplaza.net.
Daniel Brown will be this year’s contest judge. Daniel
Brown's poems have appeared in Poetry, Partisan Review,
PN Review, Parnassus, The New Criterion and other
journals, as well as a number of anthologies
including Poetry 180 (ed. Billy Collins) and The Swallow
Anthology of New American Poets. His work has been
awarded a Pushcart prize, and his collection Taking the
Occasion (Ivan R. Dee, 2008) won the New Criterion
Poetry Prize. His latest collection is
What
More? (Orchises Press, 2015). Brown's criticism of poets
and poetry has appeared in The Harvard Book Review,
The New Criterion, PN Review, The Hopkins
Review and other journals. Brown was a judge for the
2018 Poetry by the Sea Conference Poetry Contest, and
has taught and lectured at the Frost Farm, West Chester,
and Poetry by the Sea poetry conferences.
Prizes for the winners are as follows:
 First prize will be $150 and a 20-minute reading at the
Great Neck Plaza Village Hall on April 5, 2020.
 Second prize will be $75 and a 10-minute reading at
the Great Neck Plaza Village Hall on April 5, 2020.
 Third prize will be $50 and a 5-minute reading at the
Great Neck Plaza Village Hall on April 5, 2020.
There will be two awards of Honorable Mention. These
poets will be invited to read their winning poems at the
awards reading at the Great Neck Plaza Village Hall on
April 5, 2020 at 12 Noon. In addition, each of the three
winning poems will be posted for one month on 7 secure
outdoor village sign posts, on the bulletin board in Great
Neck Plaza Village Hall, and in the waiting room of the
Great Neck LIRR train station building.
Each poem that wins honorable mention will be posted for
two weeks on the 7 sign posts, on the Village bulletin
board in Great Neck Plaza, and in the waiting room of the
Great Neck LIRR train station building.

Daniel Brown, 10th Annual VGNP Poetry Contest Judge

Submissions Checklist:
 Poems must be single-spaced and typed. One poem
per page. Each poem should have a title.
 Include two copies: one anonymous and one with the
poet’s name and address below the poem.
 There should also be a cover sheet listing the poems’
titles, the poet’s name and address, phone number, and
e-mail address.
 The poems should be mailed to: The Village of Great
Neck Plaza, 2 Gussack Plaza, PO Box 440, Great
Neck NY 11022-0440, Attn: Poetry Contest.
 A check for $15.00 should be made payable to Long
Island Traditions. Enclose a self-addressed stamped
envelope for results, or visit the Great Neck
Plaza website, for announcement of the winners.
Check to ensure you have followed all instructions before
you mail your entry. For questions, contact Carolyn
Raphael, poetry coordinator, gnppoetry@yahoo.com or
Vincent Ferry, mayorsassistant@greatneckplaza.net.
The Awards Day reading will be held on Sunday, April 5,
2020, at the Great Neck Plaza Village Hall (2 Gussack
Plaza) at 12 P.M. It is a FREE event and open to the
public. Refreshments will be served. There will be an
open mic reading if time permits.

Page 6

December 2019

Plaza Voice

FREE Holiday Parking in Municipal Lots on Saturdays!
Continuing a year end holiday
tradition in the Plaza, the Village of
Great Neck Plaza, in conjunction with
the Great Neck Plaza Business
Improvement District (BID), is pleased
to announce parking in the Plaza’s
three outdoor municipal lots - Grace
Avenue, Gussack Plaza and Maple
Drive - will be FREE on Saturdays till
Christmas! To spread the festive cheer
for holiday shoppers, people will be allowed to park in the
aforementioned lots for a maximum of four hours
continuing each Saturday in December - December 7th,
14th, and 21st. Located conveniently near our downtown
business district, shoppers can park their vehicles in our
spacious lots, and visit the many local shops and fine
boutiques located in the heart of the Great Neck peninsula
in Great Neck Plaza. And if all that shopping worked up
an appetite, what better place to enjoy a meal than here in
the Plaza?
Of course, shoppers should keep in mind that parking in
our two municipal garages - Plaza Centre and Maple

Drive - is always FREE every
weekend! Should parking in our
outdoor municipal lots fill up,
additional FREE parking can be found
just a short distance away in these two
garages.
For a full list of Plaza businesses,
please visit the BID’s website,
www.shopgreatneck.com, and click on
the ‘Shops & Services’ tab on the top of your screen. A
full listing of the Plaza’s restaurants can be found by
clicking on the ‘Dining’ tab. Additionally, before you start
your holiday shopping, visit the ‘Coupons/Sales’ section
of the BID’s website to view any current promotions at
many of our businesses.
For more information regarding the Plaza’s holiday
shopper parking, please contact Village Hall, (516) 4824500, or pick up a Parking Brochure in holders located in
the lots available at Village Hall, or download from the
village’s website at www.greatneckplaza.net

2-Year Street Parking Permits Continue through 2020
Resident street parking permits of
multiple dwelling apartment buildings
continue through the second year.
Expiration is December 31st, 2020. To
receive a VGNP street parking permit,
you must present your driver’s license
and car registration (this is for
verification only, we do not keep
copies). If the license and car
registration do not show your current
Village address, you will need TWO
additional proofs of residency, i.e.
newly signed lease, current utility bill,
credit card or bank statement. As
always, original copies of your license/
documents are required in order to
process your permit. Applications for
street parking permits may be printed
and
filled
out
online
at
www.greatneckplaza.net, or permit
applicants can fill out an application
located at the Village Hall front desk.

Street parking permits for 2019-2020

If the car is not registered in your
name, you will need to fill out an
additional form to verify the owner
is permitting you to use the car.
These current gold street parking
permits require residents to place
their permits in the lower right
corner of the driver’s side rear
passenger window; permits should
no longer be placed on the
vehicle’s bumper. Transferring
your permit to another vehicle will
result in the revocation of said
permit. The fee for a street parking
permit is $10 and can be paid by
cash or check, made payable to,
“The Village of Great Neck Plaza.”
Street
parking
permits
are
processed Monday through Friday,
9 a.m. to 4 p.m. For more
information, please call Village
Hall at (516) 482- 4500.
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Did You Know…..?
Did You Know…...that the Plaza accepts
traffic violation payments online? For six
years, the Village has accepted online
payments, for parking and moving
violations by credit/debit card. Please note
however, the Village can only accept a
traffic violation payment online only if a
person has plead guilty to the charge.
People can access the online payment
system
by
visiting
our
website,
www.greatneckplaza.net, and clicking on the “Pay Ticket
Online” on the left hand side. You will be brought to a
secure website where you can enter your information and
make your selection and payment online. Users will need
to know either their summons or vehicle license plate
number, before using the online payment system. The
Village of Great Neck Plaza accepts credit card payments

online via a MasterCard, VISA, or
Discover card account. This service allows
users the convenience of paying any
current and/or outstanding parking and
traffic ticket(s) issued by the Village of
Great Neck Plaza over a secure website
using these three major credit cards
without having to leave their home. Once a
payment is processed online, Village of
Great Neck Plaza records will be updated
accordingly, in real-time, and your ticket will be marked
as paid. If you have more than one ticket, you can choose
which ticket(s) you want to pay by credit card. In order to
offer you this service, you must agree to a User
Agreement and a convenience fee charged for using a
credit card. If you don’t agree to both of these items, you
can still always come in and pay in person at Village Hall.

(TEP) Update Continued
Continued from page 1

beautification enhancements that were
made throughout the area. The sidewalks
and curbing were upgraded with a brick
walkway using the Village’s standard
Glen-Gerry bricks, to match our main
downtown business district. New bushes
and low-maintenance, drought-resistant
landscaping has been added throughout.

Welwyn Road.
Shoreward Dr. and Welwyn Rd., two
local roadways in the project area, were
rehabilitated and resurfaced.
In
cooperation with the Great Neck Park
District, an entrance/exit was removed in
the District’s commuter lot, and the lot
reconfigured for ingress/egress, which
created several additional parking spaces
along Shoreward Dr. where the entrance/
exit was removed. New curbing was
provided by the TEP to complement
these other design features.

The focal point of the beautification
aspects of this TEP project is a new
public plaza adjacent to the U.S. Main
Post Office at 1 Welwyn Road. The
plaza contains new benches and a stone
We appreciate everyone’s cooperation
panel design with contrasting banded
and patience during construction. We
pavers. The plaza has new shade trees
especially want to thank the New York
Shade Trees planted in the new
planted with decorative tree grates. Due
State Department of Transportation, our
Plaza
to requests for more on-street parking,
funding partner, and are proud of this
additional parking spaces were gained in this area by the completed project and their support of this local
extension of Welwyn Rd. and Shoreward Dr. and the community upgrade, and infrastructure improvement. It is
installation of new curbing alongside the plaza. A an added attraction, with traffic, pedestrian and bicyclist
dedicated truck loading zone was added in front of the safety improvements and beautification enhancements to
retail stores to aid deliveries to local retail businesses at 4 revitalize not only this neighborhood but the Village of
Great Neck Plaza, in general.

PRSRT STD

VILLAGE OF GREAT NECK PLAZA

U.S. POSTAGE

2 Gussack Plaza, P.O. Box 440

PAID

Great Neck, NY 11022-0440

FLUSHING, NY

Phone: (516) 482-4500
FAX:

PERMIT NO. 1599

(516) 482-3503

E-mail: info@greatneckplaza.net
Dates to Remember:








December 18th - Board of Trustees Meeting, Village Hall, 8 p.m.
December 22nd - First Day of Hanukkah
December 24th - Christmas Eve. Please note, Village Hall will be closed at 12:30 p.m.
December 25th - Christmas Day. Please note, in observance of the holiday, Village Hall will be
closed.
January 1st - New Year’s Day. Please note, in observance of the holiday, Village Hall will be closed.
January 20th - In observance of Martin Luther King, Jr. Day, Village Hall will be closed.
January 24th - 10th Annual Poetry Contest Submission Deadline (see page 5 for more details).

VGNP Business News
The Village is happy to welcome new businesses that
are coming, have opened or have recently expanded
their business within the Plaza. Stop in and greet
these merchants and say “hello.” They bring vitality,
diversity and new services to our community. If you
are a new storeowner in town, new management, or
are celebrating a milestone anniversary, the Plaza
would be happy to provide a free Ribbon Cutting
Ceremony or help you celebrate your event. Just call
the Mayor’s Office at 482-4500 or send an email to
mayorsassistant@greatneckplaza.net and request a
ribbon cutting for your business. Some recent
additions are:



HSBC Great Neck - 57 Middle Neck Rd.
Great Neck (516) 482-1110 *Now Open*



The Collection - 8 Bond Street *Now Open*
(516) 807-8075



South Station Pharmacy - 26 South *Now
Open* Station Plaza (516) 708-1300



Bond Orthodontics - 12 Bond Street Suite
#C4 *Now Open* (516) 482-5888



Miu Miu Eyelash - 7 Cutter Mill Road *Now
Open* (929) 488-6868

Located at 26 South Station Plaza, South Station Pharmacy is
located next to the Long Island Rail Road, making it
convenient for you to pick up your medications and drop off
your prescriptions. They're open until 8:00 PM so you can
come by after work. They offer free delivery in Long Island
and in parts of Queens, Brooklyn, and Manhattan. Both
owners are pharmacists with years of experience in both
hospital and retail settings. Come see their newly renovated
store with a wide variety of health, body, and beauty items.
Last-minute rush for baby or household items? No problem.
They carry a wide array of both in their store and they'll even
deliver them to your home for free! So come visit them at 26
South Station Plaza ! and convenience. For more information
about South Station Pharmacy, feel free to give them a call at
(516) 708-1300 or email them at 26ssrx@gmail.com.

