Tyrone Thompson is stepping up to pave the road from civic neglect to prosperity on the Bay Minette City Council, District 4.

Thompson is challenging long-time council member William Taylor, a disabled veteran, associate minister at Union Missionary Baptist Church and husband of former Bay Minette City Councilwoman Regina Taylor.

Thompson, 56, is a Navy Veteran who worked in the Baldwin County Sheriff’s Department for 25 years. He says he will actively cultivate initiatives that would help members of his district. That's in contrast to Taylor, who Thompson characterizes as a rubber stamp for Republican Mayor Robert Wills to “prevent new organizations from flourishing and making the change the community needs.”

“William Taylor has not been proactive or actively working on grants and other avenues to improve the District 4 parks, roads, and community,” Thompson said. “He only is a figurehead that lays back and lets the city administration do the work. If he was actually doing the research and work, District 4 would be progressing more.”

After spending the spring on a listening tour of District 4, an area of about 1,000 voters on the southwest side of the city, Thompson says these priorities have come into focus:


· Stop incumbent William Taylor’s efforts to diminish the Summer Basketball league for youth by failing to support the current high school principal and basketball programs. Bay Minette should use some of the tax proceeds from Novelis to improve recreational facilities and options for families and youth.

· Bay Minette must make the most of opportunities coming its way with the opening of a new Novelis plant, a recycling facility projected to employ about 1,000 people with jobs paying an average of $65,000.  Novelis is investing over $2.5 billion in the 3,000-acre South Alabama Mega Site expected to be operating within about a year. Bay Minette city leaders should work to incentivize hiring local workers, to build affordable housing and to maintain affordable housing prices.
· 
· Bay Minette is something of a “restaurant desert.” Thompson is pleased to see the opening of a Big Mike’s Steakhouse and would enact city measures to attract a wider variety of dining and retail options.

Municipal elections in Baldwin County are August 26.
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