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Indy Hunger Network launches an easy-to-use website and app to connect people with food 

assistance statewide  

Community Compass helps food-insecure Hoosiers find free groceries and other food resources 

throughout Indiana 

INDIANAPOLIS, December 8, 2021—A free digital tool designed to significantly reduce food 

insecurity is now available throughout the state of Indiana. Today, Indy Hunger Network (IHN), the 

Anthem Blue Cross and Blue Shield Foundation, and the Indiana Department of Health announced the 

expansion of Community Compass, an app and website that makes it easy for people in need of food 

assistance to navigate the resources available to them in the emergency food system.  

“Community Compass is a quick and easy way to find free food resources, and we are excited to expand 

this tool beyond Marion County to everyone in the state of Indiana,” said Kate Howe, Executive 

Director of IHN. 

The Community Compass app launched in Marion County in February of 2020 and has been utilized by 

over 38,000 individuals. Community Compass helps people find programs offering food assistance, such 

as food pantries, hot meal sites, food-related events, stores that accept SNAP and/or WIC benefits, and 

places to sign up for WIC. Individuals can also screen themselves to see if they might be eligible for 

federal nutrition programs, like SNAP. All of this information is available in 11 languages at 

www.communitycompass.app. In addition to the website, Community Compass is also available as a 

free mobile app, texting service, and voice communication channel. Users can find the resources that are 

the best fit for them by viewing information on eligibility, required documents, physical accessibility, 

languages spoken, and other details.  

“Community Compass has shown to be a critical tool for Indianapolis families,” said City of 

Indianapolis Director of Community Nutrition and Food Policy Milele Kennedy. “This effort provides 

connections to short-term assistance as well as long-term resources to ensure our city’s food needs are 

met.”  

Food assistance is a need in every community throughout the state. Indiana has a higher rate of food 

insecurity than the national average, according to a 2020 report from the USDA, with 11.6% of the 

state’s population unable to access the food they need. While food is a crucial need year-round, the 

launch of this app is especially timely now because IHN’s research on hunger in Marion County has 

shown that demand for food significantly increases during the winter months, due to increased utility 

bills, transportation issues, and seasonal employment. There is a greater need for food in the colder 

months, and Community Compass can help families across Indiana find the food they need so they don’t 

miss meals.  
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The expansion of this resource statewide was made possible by a $550,000 grant from the Anthem Blue 

Cross and Blue Shield Foundation, as part of the foundation’s comprehensive effort to fight hunger, 

which also includes a three-year community-driven strategy to increase sustainable access to food for 

residents in the Northeast corridor of Indianapolis.  

“Indiana has been Anthem’s home for more than 75 years, and we are committed to having a meaningful 

impact on communities across the state,” said Beth Keyser, president of Anthem Blue Cross and Blue 

Shield in Indiana. “This statewide expansion of Community Compass will help address food insecurity 

and the inconsistent access to food which affects the whole health of individuals and entire 

communities.”  

About Indy Hunger Network: Indy Hunger Network is a coalition of representatives from leading 

Indianapolis anti-hunger organizations, both public and private, dedicated to improving the food 

assistance system. The goal of the Indy Hunger Network is to create a system that ensures anyone in 

Marion County who is hungry can access the nutritious food they need. The organization was founded in 

2009. For more information, please visit www.indyhunger.org.  

Media contact: Kate Howe, 317-417-0549, kate@indyhunger.org  
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