
  

 

 The Y’s Women Newsletter 

October 2022 

 
 

We are moving our Monday meetings to a new 
location! 
 

As of October 2022, we will be holding our Monday 
meetings at the newly renovated Green’s Farms 
Church, located at 71 Hillandale Road in Westport. 
We believe the church’s meeting space will provide a 
wonderful setting for our meetings. For those of you 
not familiar with its location, you will find it easily 
accessible, just south of the Post Road, near Little 
Barn Restaurant and the new Amazon store.  We will 
email specific directions later. 
 

We hope you are able to join us at the new location 
as we all look forward to another great year of meet-
ings, speakers, and the chance to spend time with 
other Y’s Women. Beginning in October, we also 
plan to resume our former practice of serving coffee 
and finger foods provided by our members. 
 

We are grateful to Christ and Holy Trinity Church 
for allowing us to rent Branson Hall this past year. 

 
GENERAL MEETINGS  
Open to members and their guests 
 
Place        Green’s Farms Church, 71 Hillandale 
                  Road, Westport 
10:45 am  Coffee and Conversation 
11:30 am  Meeting and Speaker 
 
October 10 – The Afro-Semitic Experience 

In 1998, Dr. David Chevan and Warren Byrd  
co-founded the celebrated group, The Afro-Semitic 
Experience. This six-piece group of Jewish American 
and African American musicians has performed,  
recorded, and taught together for 25 years. In this 
retrospective discussion and performance, they will 
share stories and songs about their years together as 
creative collaborators. 
 

Dr. Chevan, Professor of Music at Southern  
Connecticut State University, is a jazz musician,  

composer, arranger, and band leader. His composi-
tions for the group combine Jewish and African 
American musical traditions. 
 

Warren Byrd is a Hartford, Connecticut native who 
now tours internationally after many fruitful years of 
playing Jazz throughout southern New England and 
New York. He formulated his approach to improvi-
sation by listening, absorbing, practicing, and synthe-
sizing legacies of not only Jazz but also Classical, 
Folk, and Popular music to many groups.  
 

Their combined music embodies the radical notion 
that people of different faiths, races, and beliefs can 
come together with music to celebrate and build 
community. We look forward to welcoming them to 
Y’s Women on October 10 
                                 
October 24 – Norwalk Symphony Orchestra 
 
The Norwalk Symphony Orchestra is a significant 
cultural organization showcasing professional musi-
cians from our wider community. It has enhanced the 
quality of life in southwestern Connecticut for more 
than 80 years. From the orchestra’s home at Norwalk 
Concert Hall, it maintains artistic standards of excel-
lence that audiences have praised as “New York 
quality, local proximity.”  
 

In this presentation, Jonathan Yates and Sandra  
Miklave will share with us the orchestra’s plans for  
the future. Maestro Yates is currently entering his   
                                              
                                              (continued on page two) 
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(continued from page one) 

12th season as Musical Director and Conductor of the 
Norwalk Symphony. He is also Music Director of the 
Norwalk Youth Symphony and an accomplished  
pianist who will provide some musical entertainment 
along with this presentation. Sandra Miklave, the  
organization’s Executive Director, is also on the 
Board of Stepping Stones Museum for Children (past 
Chair) and the Advisory Committees of the Maritime 
Aquarium at Norwalk and the Norwalk Art Space.  
 
The mission of the Norwalk Symphony Orchestra is 
to share the beauty and power of orchestral music 
with audiences of all ages through live performances 
and music education programs. They:  
 
• Present six major concerts each season, with rep-

ertoire ranging from traditional symphonic music 
to Pops, Broadway, Opera, and more.  

 
• Support education through programs such as 

(Not) Just for Kids, Master Class, and the Young 
Artist Concerto Competition as part of their com-
mitment to reach and inspire young students in 
our region. 

 
• Develop collaborative programs with other non-

profits to engage with the diverse community 
they serve. 

 
 
SATELLITE GROUPS 
(Y’s Women Members Only) 
 
 

Book Group 2 will meet on Thursday, October 6 
from 1:30 to 3:00 pm. The book to be discussed is 
Hamnet by Maggie O’Farrell, and the discussion 
will be led by Jill Meyer. For questions, contact  
Nancy Bloom at nancyerb@aol.com or Arlene 
Bloom at bloomah@sbcglobal.net.   
  

 
 

Book Group 3 will meet on Friday, October 14 at 
Panera Bread in Westport to discuss The Personal 
Librarian by Marie Benedict and Victoria Christo-
pher Murray. The discussion, led by Teri Klein, will 
begin at 10:30 am. Come at 10:00 to enjoy coffee 
and conversation. Questions? Contact Doris Levin-
son at drjlevinson@gmail.com. 
 
 

The Movie Club will meet on Wednesday, October 
19 at Panera Bread on Post Road East, next to Home 
Goods, Westport. We meet informally at 1:00 pm to 
give members a chance to socialize and/or eat lunch, 
and begin discussion at 1:30. We ask all attendees to 
have been vaccinated. 
 

We will discuss the movies East of Eden and Dark-

est Hour. East of Eden is scheduled for broadcast at 

9:00 pm on Saturday, October 15 on the WNET net-
work of PBS as part of Reel 13 Classics. Darkest 

Hour is available on Netflix. Both movies are also 

listed in the Westport and Fairfield Library catalogs. 
 

East of Eden is a 1955 American period drama  
directed by Elia Kazan and loosely based on the 
fourth and final part of the 1952 novel of the same 
name by John Steinbeck. It is about a wayward 
  
                                            (continued on page three) 

 

RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP! 
 

Please  take a moment and renew your Y’s Women 
membership now as we start out together on the new 
season. Write a $55 check to Y’s Women, and send 
it to Doris Levinson, 6 Beechwood Lane, Westport, 
CT 06880. Use the Membership Form on page 5 to  
provide up-to-date contact information. 
 

Do this now while you think of it – and to be sure 
your name is in the 2022-23 Y’s Women  
Membership Roster!  

mailto:nancyerb@aol.com
mailto:bloomah@sbcglobal.net.
mailto:drjlevinson@gmail.com
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Elia_Kazan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/East_of_Eden_(novel)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/East_of_Eden_(novel)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Steinbeck
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SATELLITE GROUPS  

(continued from page two) 
 
young man who, while seeking his own identity, vies 
for the affection of his deeply religious father against 
his favored brother, thus retelling the story of Cain 
and Abel. The film stars James Dean (in his first ma-
jor screen role), Julie Harris, and Raymond Massey. 
It also features Burl Ives, Richard Davalos, and Jo 
Van Fleet (also her first screen role), and was 
adapted by Paul Osborn. It was named one of the 400 
best American films of all time by the American 
Film Institute. In 2016, it was selected for preserva-
tion in the US National Film Registry by the Library 
of Congress as being “culturally, historically, or  
aesthetically significant.” 

Darkest Hour is a 2017 war drama directed by Joe 
Wright and written by Anthony McCarten. The film 
is an account of Winston Churchill’s early days 
as Prime Minister of the United Kingdom during 
the Second World War and the May 1940 War Cabi-
net Crisis, depicting his refusal to make a peace trea-
ty with Nazi Germany amid their advance into West-
ern Europe. It stars Gary Oldman as Churchill,  
Kristin Scott Thomas as Clementine Churchill, Lily 
James as Elizabeth Layton, Stephen Dil-
lane as Viscount Halifax, Ronald Pickup as Neville 
Chamberlain, and Ben Mendelsohn as King George 
VI. The title of the film refers to a phrase describing 
the early days of the war, which has been widely at-
tributed to Churchill. 

If you wish to be added to the email list for future 
events, please contact Margaret Mitchell at mar-
garet06824@yahoo.com or 255-9094.   

 

NewsTalk: Interested in national and world affairs? 

Join other Y’s Women for lively discussions at 
NewsTalk. We will meet on Thursday, October 27 

from 10:00 to 11:30 am at Panera Bread in Westport. 

For more information, please contact Doris Skutch at 
247-3656. 

Wisest Investment Group: We are looking for a 

brave new member to join the Wisest Investment 

Group as we try to navigate our joint stock portfolio. 
It’s a Bull Market, and we’ve been there before. This 

would be a good time to buy in, as our portfolio has  

taken a dip like everyone else’s. You will find intelli-
gent minds reaching a solution. We meet on the 

fourth Thursday of the month. For more information, 

contact our President, Louise Demakis, at 254-6424 
or lwdemakis@optonline.net. 

 

The Memoirs Group meets monthly, usually on the 
third Tuesday at 2:30 pm. We are always open to 
new members. Our group is composed of old mem-
bers and new, and we have a lot of fun. Interested? 
Contact Cary Peterson at 225-7665 or carypeter-
son3@gmail.com.  
 
The Mah Jong Group meets every Tuesday at Or-

ganic Krush in Compo Shopping Center. We meet 

for lunch at noon and the game runs from 1:00 - 3:00 
pm. Please bring your game if you have one. We do 

not teach how to play Mah Jong (you can learn that 
at the Senior Center), but if you know some of the 

basics we can set you up with other players. Please 

contact Barbara Alfinito at 205-533-1884 or 
barbsgetaway@aol.com if you plan to attend so that  

she knows how many people to expect. 

 

Solos will be going to the Little Barn restaurant,1050 
Post Road East, for lunch on Wednesday, October 26 
at 11:30 am. We will be able to order off the menu 
and have individual checks. We will be in the outside 
covered patio, so dress accordingly. For reservations, 
contact Terry Q at  847-4121 or tmq44@icloud.com. 
Reservations must be made by Monday, October 17. 
 

Solos is also continuing to meet at Compo Beach on 
Tuesdays as long as weather permits. We will now 
meet at 4:00 pm instead of 5:00, to the right of the 
cannons. 
 

Discussion of Articles in The New Yorker: This 
group will meet remotely on the second Tuesday of 

each month from 10:30 am to noon.  Each member 
 

                                            (continued on page four) 

IN MEMORIAM: Arline Gertzoff 
 
Y’s Woman Arline Gertzoff passed away on  
September 27 at St. Vincent’s Hospital. She had  
recently been diagnosed with esophogeal cancer.  
 
Arline was dedicated to community service in many 
forms. She was jUNe Day hospitality chair for 25 
years, and co-chair of the Community Outreach 
Committee of the Westport Democratic Town Com-
mittee, from which she received the Dora Stuttman 
Campaign Leadership Award in 2016. She was in 
her third term on the RTM and a long-time member 
of the board of the Democratic Women of Westport. 
Arline also she spent 20 years as an Election Day 
poll worker, through the Westport League of Women 
Voters. 
 
She will be a loss to the entire town. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cain_and_Abel
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Burl_Ives
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jo_Van_Fleet
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Paul_Osborn
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/American_Film_Institute
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/American_Film_Institute
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Film_Registry
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Library_of_Congress
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Joe_Wright
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anthony_McCarten
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Prime_Minister_of_the_United_Kingdom
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Second_World_War
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/War_cabinet_crisis,_May_1940
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nazi_Germany
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kristin_Scott_Thomas
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lily_James
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Elizabeth_Nel
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lily_James
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Elizabeth_Nel
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stephen_Dillane
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Edward_Wood,_1st_Earl_of_Halifax
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stephen_Dillane
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Edward_Wood,_1st_Earl_of_Halifax
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stephen_Dillane
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Neville_Chamberlain
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/George_VI
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Darkest_Hour
mailto:margaret06824@yahoo.com
mailto:margaret06824@yahoo.com
mailto:lwdemakis@optonline.net
http://gmail.com/
mailto:barbsgetaway@aol.com
mailto:tmq44@icloud.com
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SATELLITE GROUPS  

(continued from page three) 

 
selects one article from one of the previous month’s 

issues and emails her choice to all on the group dis-

tribution list. The moderator, Ellen Cahill, sends a 
final reading list and hosts the Zoom meeting. Each 

member leads the group discussion about her article 

for about 15 minutes. The group has met inde-
pendently of the Y’s Women for several years and is 

anxious to increase its membership. (Presently the 

group will only have remote meetings because some 
of its members can’t attend in person.) If interested, 

please contact Ellen Cahill at 856-6561 or ellenjca-
hill@hotmail.com. 

 

The Bridge Group is being reformulated and will be 
held on a different day. Stay tuned for more infor-

mation in the November newsletter.  

 

The Lunch & Trivia group will meet at noon on 

Thursday, October 20 at Organic Krush, located in 

Compo Shopping Center a few doors down from 
Trader Joe’s. We will have sole occupancy of the 

restaurant, and the cost of lunch is $20. Please call 

Ann Lloyd at 226-4145 or Arlene Bloom at 254-
9096 if you are interested in attending. 

CARPOOL & GO 
 
On Friday, October 21, Carpool & Go will revisit 
one of our favorite venues, the New Britain Muse-
um of American Art. We will have a docent-led 
tour of two of their current shows: 30 Ameri-
cans, from the Rubell Museum in Miami, 
and American Realism Today, curated by Neill 
Jenney. The first is a groundbreaking exhibition tell-
ing the story of Black humanity through the gaze of 
contemporary Black artists, including Jean-Michel 
Basquiat, Mickalene Thomas, Kara Walker, Hank 
Willis Thomas, and Kehinde Wiley, among others. It 
is comprised of pieces in many media from the 1970s 
to the 2000s. The second is the first survey of con-
temporary American Realism made by the current 
New York scene in over 50 years. The exhibition 
includes more than 50 paintings, sculptures, and 
works on paper by a network of 21 multi-
generational artists and celebrates the rich tradition 
of Realist art in America while reflecting the innova-
tive spirit of our times. The other two special shows 
– Mildred Thompson: Cosmic Flow, and North 
America Divided – as well as the Museum’s perma-
nent collection, can be viewed on our own. 

 
To allow us 
more time in 
the museum, 
we will be 
having lunch 
at the muse-
um’s Café, 
which offers  
pre-selected 
meals – ei-
ther salad or 

sandwich, including potato chips, chocolate chip 
cookie, and a drink.  
 
Salad: Caesar, Greek, or Tossed – $15 
Sandwich: Turkey, Ham, Chicken Salad, or Tuna  
      Salad (with lettuce and tomato) on hard roll or  
      GF wrap – $11   
 
We will meet at Trader Joe's / Wells Fargo parking 
lot at 9:00 am for a 9:15 departure. To reserve your 
spot, please contact Lydia Menendez at 319-1110 or 
lydiamnndz12@gmail.com and send a check (made 
out to her) to 388 Oldfield Road, Fairfield, CT 06824 
for $20 plus the cost of the lunch you select –  
either $35 or $31 total. And include your lunch 
choice! The cash reimbursement for drivers will  
be $7. Please indicate if you are willing to drive –
drivers are always needed and appreciated!   

Note From the Board 
 

We would like to thank Ann Lloyd and Arlene 
Bloom for their years of graciously organizing the 
Lunch & Trivia satellite group. These two women 
have decided to move on to other activities. They 
have engaged and informed us while promoting  
socializing with friends, and we are very grateful. 
 

If you are interested in taking on the duties of Lunch 
& Trivia, as a group or individually, please contact 
Ann at 226-4145 or Arlene at 451-7732.  
 

Volunteering 
 

We hope the Lunch & Trivia group will continue, 
but without volunteers we will not thrive, and  
perhaps will even diminish, as an organization. 
 

The Y’s Women have consistently relied on a core 
group of volunteers, for which we are grateful. But 
to succeed as an organization, we desperately need 
more people to step forward – if  only for limited 
periods of time.  

Please consider volunteering!  

mailto:ellenjcahill@hotmail.com
mailto:ellenjcahill@hotmail.com
mailto:lydiamnndz12@gmail.com
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Y’s Women Membership Form 

July 2022 - June 2023 
 

 

                                                                                                   Date _______________________   

Name ________________________________________________________________________ 

Address ______________________________________________________________________ 

Telephone ___________________________    Cell ___________________________________ 

Email ________________________________________________________________________ 

 
DUES INFORMATION 
 

Dues are $55 a year. 
Make your check payable to Y’s Women. 
Your dues must be paid by October 31, 2022 to be listed in the new Membership Roster.  
If you join after March 31, 2023 your dues are in effect through June 2024. 
Membership is free after age 90. Simply indicate that you qualify on your membership form.  

 
To join Y’s Women or renew your membership, send this form and your $55 check to Doris Levinson,  
6 Beechwood Lane, Westport, CT 06880.  
 
 
FOR NEW MEMBERS  
 
Which of these Y’s Women activities do you expect to participate in? 
 
_____ Twice-monthly meetings          _____   Mah Jong group 
_____ Book group                               _____   Memoirs group 
_____ Bridge group                             _____   Movie group 
 _____Day trips                                   ______  NewsTalk  
_____ Holiday & Spring parties          ______ New Yorker discussion group 
_____ Investment group                      ______  Solos social group 
_____ Lunch with Trivia games          ______  Tai chi group  
        
 
How did you hear about Y’s Women? 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
For membership questions, contact Doris Levinson, membership chair, at drjlevinson@gmail.com or 227-
3371.    

mailto:drjlevinson@gmail.com.or

