
  

 

 The Y’s Women Newsletter 

September 2022 

 
 

NEW OFFICERS FOR 2022-24 
 
For a variety of reasons, COVID among them, we 
were not ready to vote on our new slate of officers at 
the Annual Meeting in May. The Board unanimously 
endorsed this slate of officers during the summer, 
and we  will vote on them at the September 12  
General Meeting. We are happy to present the  
proposed slate: 
 
Margaret Mitchell, President 
Vera DeStefano, Vice President/Programs 
Valerie Roffe, Secretary 
Barbara Morrow, Treasurer 

 
GENERAL MEETINGS  
Open to members and their guests 
 
Place        Branson Hall, Christ and Holy Trinity 
                  Church, 75 Church Lane, Westport 
10:45 am  Conversation 
11:30 am  Meeting and Speaker 
 
 

September 12 – Regional Theater Groups Present 
Plans for 2022/23 Season  
 

We start the new season with a presentation by two 
major local theater groups. Michael Barker, Manag-
ing Director of the Westport Country Playhouse, and 
Lori N. Jones, Director of Programming and Audi-
ence Development of the Regina A. Quick Center for 
the Arts at Fairfield University, will update us about 
their organizations and the plans for the upcoming 
season. 
 
The Westport Country Playhouse was founded in 
1931 by theatrical producers Lawrence Langner and 
Armina Marshall. Together, they ran the Playhouse 
first as a Broadway try-out house and then as a sum-
mer theater, bringing to Westport some of the most  
celebrated names in entertainment of the era.  
Michael Barker will discuss how the Playhouse has 
evolved over time and what the future holds for this 
remarkable regional theater. 

Michael joined the Play-
house in 2016 from Mill 
Valley, CA, where he 
was managing director of 
Marin Theatre Company. 
He holds an MFA in  
theater management from 
Yale School of Drama,  
an MBA from the Yale 
School of Management, 
and has an extensive 
background in theater management around the US. 
Michael also serves as a grant panelist for the  
National Endowment for the Arts. At the Playhouse, 
in partnership with Artistic Director Mark Lamos, he 
leads a staff of 27 and hundreds of freelance artists 
and artisans annually. Under his leadership, the  
Playhouse joined the League of Resident Theaters 
(LORT), the national collective bargaining unit for 
major regional theaters in the United States. In 2019, 
the Playhouse adopted a five-year strategic plan  
including artistic, financial, infrastructure, and equity 
initiatives. The mission of the not-for-profit Westport 
Country Playhouse is to enrich, enlighten, and  
engage the community through the power of profes-
sionally produced theater worth talking about and 
the welcoming experience of the Playhouse campus.  
 

Lori Jones joined the 
Quick Center team in 
2013, having served as  
Director of Performances 
& Community Develop-
ment at the American 
Dance Festival (ADF). She 
received her BA in Arts 
Applications with a con-
centration in Music from 
North Carolina State Uni-

versity. Lori has held numerous voluntary leadership 
positions both locally and nationally, including serv-
ing as a founding member of the Fairfield Emerging  
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(continued from page one) 
 
Leaders Organization as part of the Fairfield Cham-
ber of Commerce. She currently is co-facilitator for 
the US Presenters Working Group for the Interna-
tional Market for Contemporary Circus. From 
thought-provoking speakers to incredible artists, 
summer camps, and ways to engage more directly 
with its events, the Quick Center offers a variety of 
high-caliber experiences to serve the entire Fairfield 
County community. Loris’s presentation will give 
insight and behind-the-scenes details on all of the 
events coming up as part of the upcoming season. 
 

 
SATELLITE GROUPS 
(Y’s Women Members Only) 
 
 

Book Group 2 will meet on Thursday, September 1 
from 1:30 to 3:00 pm. The book to be discussed 
is The Dutch House by Ann Patchett, and the  
discussion will be led by Bev Silverman. For ques-
tions, contact Nancy Bloom at nancyerb@aol.com or 
Arlene Bloom at bloomah@sbcglobal.net.   
 

 
Book Group 3 will meet on Friday, September 9 at 
Panera Bread in Westport to discuss Rules of Civility 
by Amor Towles. The discussion will begin at  
10:30 am. Come at 10:00 to enjoy coffee and conver-
sation. Questions? Contact Doris Levinson at 
drjlevinson@gmail.com. 
 

The Movie Club will meet on Wednesday, Septem-
ber 21 at Panera Bread on Post Road East, next to 
Home Goods, Westport. We meet informally at 1:00 
pm to give members a chance to socialize and/or eat 
lunch, and our discussion begins at 1:30. All  
attendees are asked to have been vaccinated. 
 

We will discuss the movies Gaslight and Rebel  
Without a Cause. Both movies are scheduled for 
broadcast at 9:00 pm on Saturday on the WNET net-
work of PBS as part of Reel 13 Classics (Gaslight on 
August 20 and Rebel Without a Cause on September 
17). Gaslight is also listed in the catalog of the West-
port Library (Hoopla) and the Fairfield Library 
(DVD). The DVD of Rebel Without a Cause is listed 
in the catalogs of the both libraries. 
 
Gaslight is a 1944 American psychological thrill-
er directed by George Cukor and starring Charles 
Boyer, Ingrid Bergman, Joseph Cotten, and Angela 
Lansbury (in her film debut). Adapted by John Van 
Druten, Walter Reisch, and John L. Balder-
ston from Patrick Hamilton's play Gas Light (1938), 
it follows a young woman whose husband slowly 
manipulates her into believing that she is descending 
into insanity.  

Rebel Without a Cause is a 1955 American 
coming-of-age drama about emotionally con-
fused suburban, middle-class teenagers. Filmed in 
the then recently introduced CinemaScope format 
and directed by Nicholas Ray, it offered both social 
commentary and an alternative to previous films  
depicting delinquents in urban slum environments.  
The film stars James Dean, Sal Mineo, and Natalie 
Wood. 
 

If you wish to be added to the email list for future 
events, please contact Margaret Mitchell at  

margaret06824@yahoo.com or 255-9094.   

 
The Mah Jong Group meets every Tuesday at  
Organic Krush in Compo Shopping Center. We meet 
for lunch at noon and the game begins at 1:00 pm. 
Please bring your game if you have one. We do not 
teach how to play Mah Jong (you can learn that at 
the Senior Center), but if you know some of the ba-
sics we can set you up with other players. Questions? 
Contact Barbara Alfinito at 205-533-1884 or 
barbsgetaway@aol.com. 
 

The Lunch & Trivia group will meet at noon on 
Thursday, September 15 at Organic Krush, located in 

Compo Shopping Center a few doors down from 

Trader Joe’s. We will have sole occupancy of the 
restaurant, and the cost of lunch is $20. Please call 

Ann Lloyd at 226-4145 or Arlene Bloom at 254-

9096 if you are interested in attending. 

 
(continued on page three) 

 

RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP! 
 
Please  take a moment and renew your Y’s Women 
membership now as we start out together on the new 
season. Write a $55 check to Y’s Women, and send 
it to Doris Levinson, 6 Beechwood Lane, Westport, 
CT 06880. Use the Membership Form on page 5 to  
provide up-to-date contact information. 
 
Do this now while you think of it – and to be sure 
your name is in the 2022-23 Y’s Women  
Membership Roster!  
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SATELLITE GROUPS  

(continued from page two) 
 
Solos: On Thursday, September 22, Solos will be 
going to the popular Jazz at the Post, held at the 
VFW on Riverside Avenue. Chris Coogan and his 
quartet will be performing. The buffet dinner is at 
6:30 pm and the show at 7:00. Dinner is $25 and the 
show is $10, payable that night to Terry Queirolo. 
Please pay by cash and have the exact 
amount.  Reservations should be made by Thursday, 
September 15. For reservations, contact Terry at 
tmq44@icloud.com or 847-4121. We hope you can 
join us for an enjoyable evening of music and friend-
ship. 
 
Solos will continue to meet at Compo Beach on 
Tuesdays through September at 5:00 pm to the right 
of the cannons, and we will continue in October as 
weather permits. No pass is needed in September. 
Bring your beach chair and dinner if you wish. 

NewsTalk: Interested in national and world affairs? 

Join other Y’s Women for lively discussions at 

NewsTalk. We will meet on Thursday, September 22 
from 10:00 to 11:30 am at Panera Bread in Westport. 

For more information, please contact Doris Skutch at 

247-3656. 

The Memoirs Group will meet on Tuesday,  
September 27 at 2:30 pm. We usually meet at a 

member’s home, and read short pieces we have writ-
ten. We are always open to a new member or two. 

For more information, contact Cary Peterson at cary-

peterson3@gmail.com or 226-7665. 

Wisest Investment Group: We are looking for a 
brave new member to join the Wisest Investment 

Group as we try to navigate our joint stock portfolio. 

It’s a Bull Market, and we’ve been there before. This 
would be a good time to buy in, as our portfolio has  

taken a dip like everyone else’s. You will find intelli-

gent minds reaching a solution. We meet on the  

fourth Thursday of the month. For more information, 

contact our President, Louise Demakis, at 254-6424 
or lwdemakis@optonline.net. 

 

Discussion of Articles in The New Yorker: This 

group will meet remotely on the second Tuesday of 

each month from 10:30 am to noon.  Each member 
selects one article from one of the previous month’s 

issues and emails her choice to all on the group dis-

tribution list. The moderator, Ellen Cahill, sends a 
final reading list and hosts the Zoom meeting. Each 

member leads the group discussion about her article 

for about 15 minutes. The group has met inde-
pendently of the Y’s Women for several years and is 

anxious to increase its membership. (Presently the 

group will only have remote meetings because some 
of its members can’t attend in person.) If interested, 

please contact Ellen Cahill at 856-6561 or ellenjca-

hill@hotmail.com. 

 
The Bridge Group and Taijiquan are on hiatus until 
October. 
 
 
Y’s Women Welcomes 14 New Members 
 

We are delighted to welcome these 14 new members 
to Y’s Women, all of whom joined us since May 
2022 – some just a week or two ago! Welcome! 
 
Judy Carpenter  Roz Kopit 
Linda Cassuto   Diane Pollack 
Helen Chodroff  Elizabeth Shaban 
Kay Cowan   Ruby Shih  
Bobbie Dretler  Lori Snow 
Lois Fox   Andrea Toth 
Barbara Hughes  Maria Wolff 
 

IN MEMORIAM: Pearl Marcus 
 
Long-time Y’s Woman Pearl Marcus passed away 
peacefully at her home in Westport on August 9. She 
was 99 years old. She was predeceased by her hus-
band of 64 years, Marc (Melvin) Marcus. 
 
Pearl lived a long and fulfilling life in Westport. She 
was a physical education teacher at Coleytown  
Elementary School and was very involved in the 
community. She enjoyed traveling, entertaining her 
family and friends, was an avid theatre patron, and 
had a great passion for tennis. Pearl leaves behind 
two daughters and their spouses, five grandchildren 
and two spouses, and four great-grandchildren. 

Some 20 members of 
Solos enjoyed a lovely 
luncheon at Rive  
Bistro on August 15.  
They were seated  
under a black-and- 
white awning along 
the Saugatuck River.  
 

mailto:tmq44@icloud.com
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CARPOOL & GO 
 
On Friday, September 16, we’ll enjoy a free guided 
tour of the exhibit “Women Pulling at the Threads of 
Social Discourse” at Westport’s Museum of Contem-
porary Art (MoCA). Historically, textile work has 
traditionally been “women’s work.” This textile  

exhibition focuses on flags, which 
were used as metaphors for  
women’s solidarity in the suffrage 
movement and as emblems of 
protest. The flags are composed 
of a range of fibers, including  
organza, velvet, linen, and silk, as 
well as repurposed clothes and 
plastics, jute, yarn, and canvas. 
 

Also on view will be works by sculptor Shelly 
McCoy and artist Aurora Molina, plus an interactive 
fiber installation. McCoy’s reinterpretation of the 
American flag made of crayons spelling out 
“democracy,” latex condoms for In Latex We Trust, 
and the interactive We the People marry her use of 
functional items and textiles with commentary on 
gender and hope. Employing a weaving process 
based on Indigenous American traditions, Molina’s 
work is created from repurposed t-shirt yarn and  
presents images of everyday citizens demonstrating 
in the public sphere.  
 
Exhibition curator Melanie Prapopoulos noted, “At 
the time of the exhibition’s opening in September 
2020, we mourned the passing of Justice Ruth Bader 
Ginsburg. Today, in 2022, we worry about the over-
turning of Roe v. Wade. The exhibition and its  
message – the right to vote, and the action and  
responsibility of everyone voting – is just as  
important now as in the past.” 
 
We will meet at Trader Joe’s parking lot at 11:15 am 
and depart at 11:30. Please contact Jill Meyer at 
jill@awayfortheday.net or 226-4310 to let us know if 
you can join us. The gas reimbursement for your 
driver will be $2. Also indicate if you can drive, as 
drivers are always needed and appreciated. 
 
Directions: Turn left out of the parking lot onto the 
Post Road and drive across the bridge to Rte. 33. 
Turn right on Rte. 33 (Wilton Avenue) and follow it 
to Newtown Turnpike, where you turn left to #19. 
Our 1:15 lunch is at Capulis, 143 Post Road East, 
across from Bank of America and the old Post  
Office. Park across the Post Road in the Bank of 
America’s parking lot and/or behind the restaurant in 
Sconset Square. 

TRIPS AND TRAVEL 
 
Join us to see “The Kite Runner,” a wonderful 
new Broadway play based on the best-selling  
novel by Khaled Hosseini. 
 

Saturday, October 1 
 

$200 per person includes round-trip bus transporta-
tion from 597 Westport Avenue, Norwalk, along 
with a lovely lunch and ticket to the play. 
 

A tour guide will accompany us on the bus, which 
leaves Norwalk at 9:00 am and leaves New York 
City at 5:00 pm.  
 

The show starts at 2:00 pm. 
 

All attendees must be vaccinated and boosted; masks 
are optional. 
 

There is NO walking on this trip. The bus drops you 
off at the restaurant, picks you up at the restaurant, 
brings you to the play, and picks you up at the 
play. If you want to walk around, you will have time 
before the play. 
 

Pay by check, Venmo, Paypal, or cash.   
 

For more details, contact Barbara Alfinito 
at Barbsgetaway@aol.com or 205-533-1884. 
 

mailto:jill@awayfortheday.net
http://barbsgetaway.com/
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Y’s Women Membership Form 

July 2022 - June 2023 
 

 

                                                                                                   Date _______________________   

Name ________________________________________________________________________ 

Address ______________________________________________________________________ 

Telephone ___________________________    Cell ___________________________________ 

Email ________________________________________________________________________ 

 
DUES INFORMATION 
 

Dues are $55 a year. 
Make your check payable to Y’s Women. 
Your dues must be paid by October 31, 2022 to be listed in the new Membership Roster.  
If you join after March 31, 2023 your dues are in effect through June 2024. 
Membership is free after age 90. Simply indicate that you qualify on your membership form.  

 
To join Y’s Women or renew your membership, send this form and your $55 check to Doris Levinson,  
6 Beechwood Lane, Westport, CT 06880.  
 
 
FOR NEW MEMBERS  
 
Which of these Y’s Women activities do you expect to participate in? 
 
_____ Twice-monthly meetings          _____   Mah Jong group 
_____ Book group                               _____   Memoirs group 
_____ Bridge group                             _____   Movie group 
 _____Day trips                                   ______  NewsTalk  
_____ Holiday & Spring parties          ______ New Yorker discussion group 
_____ Investment group                      ______  Solos social group 
_____ Lunch with Trivia games          ______  Tai chi group  
        
 
How did you hear about Y’s Women? 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
For membership questions, contact Doris Levinson, membership chair, at drjlevinson@gmail.com or 227-
3371.    

mailto:drjlevinson@gmail.com.or

