
  

 

 The Y’s Women Newsletter 

December 2022 

 
 

GENERAL MEETINGS  
Open to members and their guests 
 
Place        Green’s Farms Church, 71 Hillandale 
                  Road, Westport 
10:45 am  Coffee and Conversation 
11:30 am  Meeting and Speaker 
 
December 12 – The Orphenians 
 
We are fortunate to again welcome the Orphenians – 
Staples High School’s elite Choral Group – to enter-
tain us with a holiday concert.  
 
The students rehearse every week after school for 
two hours. Through these rehearsals, performances,  
 

 

 

and social outings, members form a family-like bond 
with one another that allows for fun and the collabo-
rative process of creating beautiful music.  
 
Choral Director Luke Rosenberg has helped build an 
enthusiastic fan base for the ensemble throughout 
Westport  by maintaining a strong presence during 
many community events. In an effort to spread their 
love of music, they have also performed at the  
Sydney Opera House in Australia, Yankee Stadium, 
and Davies Symphony Hall in San Francisco. They 
continue to perform far and near while achieving  
international recognition.  
 
We look forward to this very special treat for the Y’s 
Women on December 12. 
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SATELLITE GROUPS 
(Y’s Women Members Only) 
 
 

Book Group 2 will have its annual holiday party on 
December 8. 
 
Book Group 3 will meet on Friday, December 9 at 
Panera Bread in Westport to discuss On Earth We’re 
Briefly Gorgeous by Ocean Vuong. Alin Chelico 
will lead the discussion, which starts at 10:30 am. 
Come at 10:00 to enjoy coffee and conversation. 
Questions? Contact Doris Levinson at drjlevin-
son@gmail.com. 
 
The Movie Club will meet on  Wednesday, Decem-
ber 21 at Panera Bread on Post Road East, next to 
Home Goods in Westport. We meet informally at 
1:00 pm to give members a chance to socialize and/
or eat lunch, and our discussion begins at 1:30. We 
ask all attendees to have been vaccinated. 
 
We will discuss the movies An American in Paris 
and The Bridges of Madison County. An American 
in Paris is scheduled to be broadcast at 9:00 pm on 
Saturday, December 10 on the WNET network of 
PBS as part of Reel 13 Classics. The Bridges of Mad-
ison County is available on Netflix. DVDs or video 
discs of both movies are also listed in the catalogs of 
the Westport and Fairfield Libraries. 
 
An American in Paris is a 1951 American musical 
comedy inspired by George Gershwin’s 1928 orches-

tral composition of the same name. Starring Gene 

Kelly, Leslie Caron (her film debut), Oscar Levant,  

Georges Guétary, and Nina Foch, the film is set 
in Paris and was directed by Vincente  
Minnelli from a script by Alan Jay Lerner. The story 
is interspersed with dance numbers choreographed  
by Gene Kelly and set to Gershwin’s music. 
 
The Bridges of Madison County is a 1995 Ameri-
can romantic drama based on the 1992 bestselling 
novel of the same name by Robert James Waller. 
The film is set in 1965, featuring Italian war bride 
Francesca Johnson (Meryl Streep), who lives with 
her husband and two children on their Iowa farm. 
That year she meets National Geographic photojour-
nalist Robert Kincaid (Clint Eastwood), who comes 
to Madison County to photograph its historic covered 
bridges. 

If you wish to be added to the email list for future 
events, please contact Margaret Mitchell at mar-

garet06824@yahoo.com or 255-9094.   

 
The Solos Holiday Luncheon will be at Rive Bistro 
on Saturday, December 10 at 12:30 pm. We will 
have a lovely luncheon with salad, your choice of 
three entrees, and dessert chosen that day. The cost is 
$45. For reservations, contact Terry Queirolo at 847-
4121 or tmq44@icloud.com by December 1, and 
send her a check made out to Y’s Women Solos to 
305 Foxboro Drive, Norwalk, CT 06851. We will 
also have our popular gift exchange at the lunch-
eon. Please bring a wrapped gift for $15. Hope you 
can join us to celebrate the holidays together. 
 
Solos dues: Solos is open to all single women. To 
participate, you must be a member of Y’s Women 
and also pay Solos dues of $20 annually. Mail your 
check, made out to Y’s Women Solos, to Linda  
Cassuto, 107 Harvest Commons, Westport, CT 
06880. 
 

                                          (continued on page three) 

 

 

Mercy Learning Center 
 
With the holidays and the cold winter weather, the 
needs of the students and families of Mercy Learn-
ing Center are greater than ever. Please donate non-
perishable food and warm weather clothing any time 
at the Leasing Office of 597 Westport Avenue. The 
office staff will be happy to help carry your grocery 
bags from the car. The building is immediately to 
the right of Pepperidge Farm Corporate Headquar-
ters; just drive to the end of the road and the Leasing  
Office is on your right.  

Jonathan Yates, Musical Director and Conductor of 
the Norwalk Symphony Orchestra, provided some 
wonderful entertainment as part of the organization’s 
presentation on October 24. 
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SATELLITE GROUPS  

(continued from page two) 
 
NewsTalk: Interested in national and world affairs? 
Join other Y’s Women for lively discussions at 
NewsTalk. We will meet on Thursday, December 22 
from 10:00 to 11:30 am at Panera Bread in Westport. 
For more information, please contact Doris Skutch at 
247-3656. Happy holidays to all. 

 
The Lunch & Trivia group will meet at noon on 
Thursday, December 15 at the VFW Hall. The cost 

of lunch will be $25. Please contact Annette Kirban 
at lakirban@optonline.net if you are interested in  
attending. 

 
The Memoirs Group will have its last meeting of 
the year on Tuesday, November 29 at Cary Peter-
son’s house at 2:00 pm. Everyone should bring 
something to eat  and share to make it a celebration. 
Interested? Contact Cary Peterson at 918-6481 or 
carypeterson3@gmail.com.  

 
The Mah Jong Group will not meet during the 
month of December. In January, there will be some 
new rules and regulations. Happy holidays to all. 
 

 

  

Wisest Investment Group: We are looking for a 
brave new member to join the Wisest Investment 
Group as we try to navigate our joint stock portfolio. 
It’s a Bull Market, and we’ve been there before. This 
would be a good time to buy in, as our portfolio has  

taken a dip like everyone else’s. You will find intelli-
gent minds reaching a solution. Because of the up-
coming holidays, our November meeting will be on 
December 1 and our December meeting will be on 
January 5. Then we’ll go back to the usual schedule 
of meeting on the fourth Thursday of the month. For 
more information, contact our President, Louise  
Demakis, at 254-6424 or lwdemakis@optonline.net. 

 
The Tai Ji Group meets every Tuesday at 11:30 am 
– 12:30 pm on Zoom. The teacher is Ruby Shih, a 
long-term Tai Ji / Qi Gong teacher and founder of 
Tai Ji School (Society of Nanalaoshu) in Manhattan. 
In addition, a newly formed class on meditation and 
self-care massage will meet on Wednesdays from 
7:30 – 8:30 pm on Zoom. The focus of these classes 
is to align with balance, stability, ease, and wellness. 
A fee of $5 per session will be used for liability  
insurance and other fees. If you are interested, please 
contact Ruby Shih at Rubypalace88@gmail.com or 
917-816-6661. 
  
Discussion of Articles in The New Yorker: This 
group will meet remotely on the second Tuesday of 
each month from 10:30 am to noon. Each member 

selects one article from one of the previous month’s 
issues and emails her choice to all on the group dis-
tribution list. The moderator, Ellen Cahill, sends a 
final reading list and hosts the Zoom meeting. Each 
member leads the group discussion about her article 
for about 15 minutes. The group has met inde-
pendently of the Y’s Women for several years and is 
anxious to increase its membership. (Presently the 

group will only have remote meetings because some 
of its members can’t attend in person.) If interested, 
please contact Ellen Cahill at 856-6561 or ellenjca-
hill@hotmail.com. 
 

 
Welcome, New Y’s Women Members 
 
Y’s Women is very pleased to welcome four new 
members who joined our organization in November: 
  
Ann Abram  Deborah Levinson  
Vittoria Gassman Jo Michaelson 
 

The Mah Jong Group, which meets weekly at  
Organic Krush, had 10 avid players at its  
November 1st meeting. 

mailto:lakirban@optonline.net
http://gmail.com/
mailto:lwdemakis@optonline.net
mailto:Rubypalace88@gmail.com
mailto:ellenjcahill@hotmail.com
mailto:ellenjcahill@hotmail.com


4 

 

CARPOOL & GO 
 
On Wednesday, December 21, Carpool & Go will 
return to the Aldrich Contemporary Art Museum, 
at 258 Main Street, Ridgefield, CT, to see their  
special show “52 Artists: A Feminist Milestone.” 
This exhibit, which encompasses the entire museum, 
celebrates the 51st anniversary of the historic exhibi-
tion “Twenty Six Contemporary Women Artists,” 
curated by Lucy R. Lippard and presented at the  
Aldrich Contemporary Art Museum in 1971. 
“52 Artists” showcases work by the artists included 
in the original 1971 exhibition alongside a new roster 
of 26 female-identifying or non-binary emerging  
artists, tracking the evolution of feminist art practices 
over the past five decades.  
 
Our plan is to arrive at the museum at 10:50 am for a 
docent-led tour that will start promptly at 11:00.  
Afterwards we will lunch in the village at Tequila 
Escape, 439 Main Street (in the Adessi Center  
shopping complex). 
 
We will meet at Trader Joe's / Wells Fargo parking 
lot at 10:00 am for a 10:15 departure.  
Please contact Lydia Menendez at 319-1110 or  
lydiamnndz12@gmail.com to reserve your place, 
and send her a check (made out to her) for $17 ($8 
for the tour plus $9 senior admission to the museum) 
to 388 Oldfield Rd. Fairfield, CT 06824. The cash 
reimbursement for drivers will be $5 (parking is 
free). And please indicate if you are willing to drive 
– drivers are always appreciated! 
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