
United Church of Marco Island 

Mark Bible Study #8: Tuesday, March 5, at 10AM and 7PM 

Mark 6:53 – 7:37 “Violating Tradition” 

Introductions  

Opening Prayer 

Discussion Questions: 

1. At the end of Mark 6, we see that as Jesus moves through the marketplace, he goes about 
healing the sick. If you had been there, what differences would you note about what the 
Pharisees do as they travel through the marketplace? (7:1-4) 
 

2. What specific complaints does Jesus raise against the Pharisees’ approach to tradition? 
(7: 6-13) 
 

3. What sort of traditions do we observe today that might get in the way of really honoring 
God? 
 

4. How does Jesus’s view of becoming “unclean” differ from that of the Pharisees? (v. 14-
23) 
 

5. How does Jesus’s standard of uncleanness cut across the differences between Jewish and 
Gentile nations? 
 

6. Jesus responds to the Syrophoenician woman’s request with a mini-parable about 
children, bread and dogs (7: 24-27). What is he actually saying? 
 

7. What evidence is there that the woman has understood Jesus’s point? (v. 28-30) 
 

8. Why do you think Jesus put his fingers into the deaf man’s ear and touched his tongue? 
 

9. In this chapter, how do people experience symptoms of spiritual deafness? 
 

10.  What does spiritual deafness look like today and how does it separate us from God? 

	

	

	

	

	



United Church of Marco Island 

Mark Bible Study #9: Tuesday, March 12th at 10AM and 7PM 

Mark 8:1 – 9:1 “Who Do You Say I Am?” 

Introductions  

Opening Prayer 

Discussion Questions: 

1. Why do you suppose the disciples, having witnessed the feeding of the 5,000, have such a 
hard time believing Jesus can supply the needs of 4,000 here (8:1-13)? 
 

2. What details in Mark’s account stress the adequacy of Jesus’s ability to meet the people’s 
needs? 
 

3. In verse 12, Jesus says he will give no sign to this generation. What do you think he 
means in light of the many miraculous signs and healings he has already performed, not 
to mention his coming death and resurrection? 
 

4. What is the yeast of the Pharisees and Herod (v.15)? 
 

5. What do the disciples fail to understand in verses 14-21 and why? 
 

6. What unusual thing happens while Jesus is curing the blind? (v. 22-26) 
 

7. In response to Jesus’s question of who people are saying he is, the disciples tell him John 
the Baptist, Elijah, or one of the prophets (v. 27-30). Why would people think Jesus saw 
any one of these? 
 

8. Right after Peter acknowledges Jesus to be the Christ, Jesus begins to explain what must 
happen to him. Why do you suppose Peter reacts so strongly to what Jesus had said? 
 

9. Why does Jesus respond to Peter so harshly? 
 

10. How is Peter like the blind man in verses 22-26? 
 

11. What does Jesus say it means to acknowledge him as the Christ and to follow him? 
 

12. Is your life characterized more by seeking to lose your life or to save it? Explain. 
 

	


