
Spartan Spotlight: Ms. Kimberly Garcia, Attendance Secretary 

 

In her third year as attendance secretary at SMS, 
Ms. Garcia ensures all of our scholars are 
accounted for each day, processes notifications to 
parents, assists administration and staff, and 
translates for our Spanish-speaking students.  

Ms. Garcia grew up in Virginia, but has lived in 
Charlotte since 2006. Her mother is originally from 
El Salvador; she immigrated to the United States 
when she was eight years old and settled in New 

York. Ms. Garcia has visited her family in El Salvador nearly every year since the 
time she was four years old.  

“I love visiting El Salvador, experiencing the simplicity of life there and the 
culture. My family is from a small town and I love how everyone knows 
everyone,” she said.  

During her return visits, Ms. Garcia helps her great grandmother in her general 
store. At 90 years old, her great grandmother continues to help her community 
and is well-known for her generosity. The store is located across the street from a 
school and Ms. Garcia often helped distribute school supplies to the students. It’s 
that early interaction with students that makes Ms. Garcia well-suited to her role 
today. 

“I love being Hispanic American, particularly in a school environment,” she said.  
“With so many people immigrating to Charlotte, I love helping them understand 
and navigate their new surroundings. Being able to speak Spanish and helping 
students or their parents who don’t speak English is very rewarding.”   

Ms. Garcia has found the best way to celebrate her heritage locally is with food. 
When she, her mother and grandmother throw parties in Charlotte they make 
pupusas together. The making of these handmade tortillas stuffed with cheese 
and everything from pork, fish or beans is a treasured group activity for Ms. 
Garcia  - and a skill she has honed over the years under the guidance of her 
grandmother. 

 

 

 

 


