Water Baptism
Info Packet




Congratulations!

Your decision to be baptized in water is a public declaration that you are a Christian - a
child of God. You are following Jesus’ last instructions to his disciples in Matthew
28:19-20 to “baptize people in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy
Spirit.”

Biblical Basis for Water Baptism

Water baptism is a public declaration that you are a new creation in Christ. Before the
baptism event, please review these Scriptures:

Water baptism is not an option. Jesus said in Matthew 28:19-20, “Therefore, go and

make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything that | have commanded of
you. And surely | am with you always, to the very end of the age.”

Jesus’ last instructions to His disciples were that they go, teach, and baptize, and if it
was a command for them to baptize, then we understand it is also a command for us to
be baptized.

Peter makes that very clear in Acts 2:38. “Peter replied, ‘Repent and be baptized, every
one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins.” Repent and be
baptized is a command.

In Acts 10:48 Peter makes another statement concerning water baptism to the people of
Cornelius’ house who were already saved, “He ordered that they be baptized in the
name of Jesus Christ.”

Water baptism does not cleanse us of our sins. The Apostle Paul stated in Romans
19:9-10, “If you confess with your mouth, ‘Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart that
God raised Him from the dead, you will be saved. For it is with your heart that you
believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you confess and are saved.”

Water baptism does not cleanse from sin. It is the repentance of our heart and
subsequent confession of our mouth that bring salvation.

Peter, in 1 Peter 3:21, says that water baptism does not save us, but that it is the
“Pledge of a good conscience toward God.” So when you enter the waters of baptism,
your sins are already forgiven. They have already been washed away, not by water, but
by the blood of the Lord Jesus Christ because of His death - His substitutionary death
on the cross for you.



Water baptism is by immersion. The word “baptism” actually mans immerse. In
Matthew 3:16, we read that Jesus “went up out of the water” of the Jordan River.

In Acts 8:38, speaking of Philip and the Ethiopian Eunuch, we read, “then both Philip
and the eunuch went down into the water.” It was obvious this was a large enough body
of water that both of them could “go down into” it.

Water baptism follow repentance. In Acts 2:38, Peter said, “Repent and be baptized.”
Any form of baptism prior to personal repentance is scripturally invalid.

Water baptism indicates several very important things. \When you walk into the
waters of baptism, you are publicly announcing, “I am a believer and follower of Jesus
Christ.” In Acts 8:37, Philip said, “If you believe with all your heart, you may be
baptized.”

| have died to my old life. In Romans 6:6-10, we read, “For we know that our old self
was crucified with Him so that the body of sin might be done away with, that we should
no longer be slaves to sin - because anyone who has died has been freed from sin.
Now if we died with Chris, we believe that we will also live with Him. For we know that
since Christ was raised from the dead, He cannot die again; death no longer has
mastery over Him. The death He died, He died to sin once for all; but the life He lives,
He lives to God.”

| have been raised with Christ to a new life. In 2 Corinthians 5:17, Paul tells us,
“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has
come!”

COTR Requirements for Baptism

*Complete the Application and Testimony for Water Baptism with a clear
salvation story.

*Attend a one-hour baptism class



Application and Testimony for Water Baptism

Please complete this application and return it to the church office during the week or the
information table on Sunday morning. You may also email it to info@cotrmichiana.com.

In addition to having your application approved, you will need to attend a baptism class.

Date: Name: Date of Birth: /[
Address:

Phone: Email:

Do you believe Jesus died on the cross for your sins and rose from the dead? Yes or No
Have you repented and placed your faith in Jesus’ death and resurrection? Yes or No

Why do you want to be baptized?

Written Testimony (Use the back if you need more room)
My life before Christ:

How | became a follower of Christ (my salvation story):

My life since becoming a follower of Christ:




