
March 15, 2020 

Dear LaGuardia Arts Community, 

Last week, as I visited students, collaborated with faculty and staff, and connected with 
families, I was struck by the strength of our community to persevere and care for one another. 
Whatever emotions you are feeling, which may be surprising, overwhelming, or conflicting, are 
real and valid. Let’s all continue to reach out, check in with each other, and send words of 
positivity and encouragement.  

As announced by the Mayor and Chancellor this evening, all New York City Public Schools are 
closed tomorrow, Monday, March 16. Students are tentatively expected to return on Monday, 
April 20. Faculty and Staff will report Tuesday-Thursday, March 17-19 for professional 
development. Remote learning will begin Monday, March 23. 

I want to take a moment to acknowledge our faculty and staff. This is a difficult and stressful 
time for them also – as they generously accommodated our students and our families – they 
were also awaiting updates on their children’s school districts and caring for family members. 
We will now embark on an unprecedented journey into remote learning and I am confident that 
our incredible team of scholarly and artistic faculty and staff will continue to engage our 
students in thoughtful instruction. 

Meals (Breakfast & Lunch) 

Breakfast and lunch will be available at all schools during the week of March 16, 2020.  These 
are grab-and-go meals, and students will not be entering the building. Students wishing to 
access this meal program can pick up breakfast or lunch at any NYCDOE school – students 
do not need to travel to LaGuardia Arts. Thank you to the wonderful staff across the city from 
the Office of Food and Nutrition Services. 

Remote Learning Platforms 

In the past few weeks, our teachers have been connecting with families and providing 
materials that students can work on remotely. This week we will be supporting teachers in 
developing their instruction aligned to a Learning Continuity Plan. The Learning Continuity 
Plan ensures our students can access learning materials via online platforms or 
correspondence. The Learning Continuity Plan will cover the following areas: 

• Communication with Students, Families/Caregivers, and Staff  
• Learning Support and Opportunities at Home  
• Additional Resources for Students and Families/Caregivers  
• Distance Learning 

Some platforms that teachers have already had success in utilizing include Google Classroom, 
PupilPath, and Zoom. We will share more information with students and families by the end of 
this week in preparation for the official start of remote learning on Monday, March 23. We 
appreciate everyone’s patience while awaiting further guidance. 

 

Access to Building 



With the exception of faculty and staff entering the building for the three days of professional 
development, no one will be permitted to enter the building until live learning resumes, 
tentatively planned for April 20. Teachers will plan instruction with the expectation that 
students may have left materials such as textbooks, instruments, art supplies, and notes in 
classrooms or lockers. Any material that was left in the school building will be available for 
retrieval once live learning resumes. We thank you for your understanding in order to ensure 
that our diligent custodial team can prepare our building for everyone’s return. 

Programming for 2020-2021 

We are excited about our shift in programming philosophy to accommodate the needs and 
interests of individual students at LaGuardia Arts. More information about indicating course 
preferences and discussing course options with guidance counselors will be forthcoming. 
Again we thank you for your patience as we redesign our support structures for remote 
implementation. 

Parent Teacher-Conferences 

The Spring High School Parent-Teacher Conferences scheduled to take place this week will 
now be held via phone and technology-based remote options. 

Parents/guardians will initiate communication with faculty/staff by emailing them 
directly.  Faculty/staff emails can be found on our website 
at https://www.laguardiahs.org/apps/staff/ . You may simply request a general report from a 
teacher or include specific questions in your email. Teachers will plan to respond to 
communications starting March 19 and complete all communication by March 26; this will 
ensure teachers have time to respond thoughtfully. 

To be able to facilitate conferencing in this way, we ask parents/guardians to keep the 
communication to emails. In some cases either the parent/guardian or teacher may deem it 
necessary to speak on the phone; this can be requested in the email exchange, and teachers 
will schedule a phone call.  

Please review your child’s progress on PupilPath to help generate topics of discussion 
regarding class performance. Marking Period 2 Report Card grades will be available on Friday, 
March 20. 

As always, we welcome communication with families any time during the school year.  This 
one week email campaign is in lieu of face-to-face Parent-Teacher conferences; please do not 
hesitate to reach out to teachers at any time before or after this identified window. 

 
We will continue to share updates from the DOE and our faculty and staff to support all 
families.  We wish everyone good health. 
 
Best, 

Yeou-Jey Vasconcelos 

Principal 

https://www.laguardiahs.org/apps/staff/


 


