
Parent Questions from the September 26th Academic Forum titled 
“Academics@LaGuardia”  

Navigating LaGuardia 
Q1: How do I download the school calendar? 
A1: On the LaGuardia website (https://www.laguardiahs.org/), click on the “Yearly 
Calendar” icon (middle of the page on right).  To download to your Google Calendar, 
click the link in the lower right corner of the calendar (labeled “Google Calendar”).  After 
you click the link, you will be prompted to add all or parts of the school calendar.  To 
download to your iPhone calendar, click the “Subscribe via ical” link found just below 
the calendar.  Please note - the calendar is a work-in-progress, so please check back 
frequently.

Q2: How do I contact administration? - teachers? 
A2: Contact information for Laguardia administration, teachers, and staff can be found 
on the Laguardia High School Website under the “Staff Directory” link: 
https://www.laguardiahs.org/apps/staff/  
Q3: How can I find out my child’s guidance counselor? 
A3: You can find your child’s guidance counselor on the school 
website:https://www.laguardiahs.org /  Choose the “Programs” tab at the top of the home 
page, then choose “Counseling and Support Team” 
(https://www.laguardiahs.org/apps/pages/index.jsp?uREC_ID=314512&type=d ) 
Find your child’s year, studio, and OP to identify their guidance counselor. 

Q4: How can I log onto PupilPath? 
A4: If you need to obtain or reset your logon credentials, please contact the parent 
coordinator, Allison Price (APrice7@schools.nyc.gov) 

Q5: How do I subscribe to Sunday Night News? - my studio weekly bulletin? - 
school emails? 
A5:  For the school bulletin and other correspondence from LaGuardia (which will come 
from the address donotreply@casenex.com: please email the Parent Coordinator, Allison 
Price (APrice7@schools.nyc.gov) to be added to the mailing list. 

For Sunday Night News (the PA weekly bulletin): go to the LaGuardia High School 
Parent’s Association website ( http://laguardiahspa.org/) and click the “Join the Mailing 
List” link at the top of the page and add your child's studio and graduation year.
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For Studio bulletins: Please send an email to your studio representative.  Studio 
representative names and email addresses can be found on the LaGuardia High School 
Parent’s Association website (http://laguardiahspa.org/), within the “Contact Us” link at 
the top of the page.  Scroll to the bottom of the page to find studio information.  Please 
note that not every studio offers a weekly email bulletin.  
 
Q6: Is there assistance available for English as a Second Language families? 
A6: Yes.  If your family needs translation services, please contact  the Parent 
Coordinator, Allison Price (APrice7@schools.nyc.gov) or visit the NYC DOE website 
(https://www.schools.nyc.gov/school-life/support/in-your-language) for additional 
information. 
 
Q7: How do I report an excused absence? - an unexcused absence? 
A7: The procedures for reporting an absence can be found on the LAGuardia website 
(https://www.laguardiahs.org/) by following the “My LaGuardia” - “Students” - 
“Attendence” links, starting at the top of the homepage.  The attendance page states: 
“Absences due to family vacations and performances/tours/training that are outside of 
school are not excused absences. Teachers might be unable to give students make up 
work comparable to what the student missed, so parents should seriously weigh the 
consequences of the student missing class and avoid unexcused absences.”  The 
procedures for reporting both excused and unexcused absences are the same. 
 
Q8: My child has a very early (or very late) lunch, and s/he gets hungry midday. 
Can my child have a snack or eat their lunch during the day?  
A8: Yes. Students are encouraged to speak with their teachers to let them know that they 
would like to eat a snack or a portion of their lunch during class.  Most teachers will 
accommodate this request as long as it is not dangerous (e.g. during chemistry lab) or 
disruptive to the class (e.g. crinkly food packaging).   
 
Q9: Why is no one answering my emails or voice messages?  
A9: There are over 3000 students at LaGuardia, and teachers can teach as many as five 
sections of a class (over 150 students).  Please allow up to two business days for a teacher 
to reply to your email.  If you do not receive a response, resend your email to the teacher 
and copy the Departmental Assistant Principal.  Again, wait two business days for a 
response. If you do not get a response to these emails, copy the Parent Coordinator on 
your third attempt, and then the Principal on your fourth attempt.   
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Class Placement  
Q1:If you place out of the first year of a language (e.g. Spanish 1/2), do you have to 
enroll in second year of that language (e.g. Spanish 3/4)? - or can you choose to 
enroll in the first year of a different language (e.g. Italian 1/2)?  
A1: Incoming freshman that have placed out of level 1/2 can now switch their language. 
Answer provided by Social Studies and LOTE A.P. Mr. Mannino 
 
Q2:My child was placed into an advanced Math class because s/he passed the 
Regents in Middle school, but now my child is struggling in the advanced class.  Can 
my child retake the course that they placed out of? 
A2: From AP Collins: “If a parent wants to discuss their child’s specific situation, 

they should reach out to me directly ASAP. I am happy to have a conversation. I 

would also welcome any student to email me/ come see me to discuss their 

concerns too!”  
 
Q3:How do you communicate that you are interested in Honors English? - an AP 
class? 
A3: If you are interested in taking Honors English or an AP class, express your interest to 
your current teacher and your guidance counselor.  
 
Q4:Are the grades in Honors classes weighted? - in AP classes? 
A4: Grades in Honors classes are not weighted.  Grades in AP classes are weighted by a 
factor of 1.1.  For example, if you receive an 80 as a final grade in an AP class, your 
transcript will show that you earned an 80 in that class, and your GPA would be 
calculated with an 88 (80x1.1) for that class.  
 
Q5:Can Computer Science replace a math requirement? 
A5: Computer science can serve as the 5th and/or 6th math credit for a student 

provided they four credits in Alg, Geo etc. It cannot replace Alg or Geo.  It is our 

belief that ALL students should have the opportunity to achieve the Advanced 

Regents diploma meaning students should take Alg, Geo and A2 before CS.  In 

very few cases students have doubled up A2 with CS, however, most students take 

CS after they’ve completed the Advanced Regents sequence or as an additional 

math class. Lastly, students and parents should do their research to understand 

how colleges view CS credit. Answer provided by Math & Science A.P. Ms. Collins 
 
Q6:Can my child take AP English in 11th grade, even though s/he is not in Honors 
English in 10th grade? 



A6: A student must take the ELA Regents to qualify for a Regents diploma. If the student 
is not in the honors class, then he or she will not have been trained to take the Regents 
exam at the end of the 10th grade. On very rare occasions, a student has sat for both ELA 
junior classes, (American Literature), and the AP, (either Language and Composition or 
Literature). But it is a great strain and is not recommended. Ultimately, if a parent were to 
insist, a committee of teachers and guidance counselors would have to render final 
approval. Answer provided by English A.P. Dr. Oliveri 
 
Q7:What are the requirements for placement in Honors English? 
A7: The requirements for placement in honors classes involve the student's middle school 
average in both ELA and social studies. We require a 90 or above to qualify. Since we 
always have more qualified candidates than seats, the program office runs a set of data 
for the highest averages, and those students are  invited to apply.  Answer provided by 
English A.P. Dr. Oliveri 
 
Q8:What is the difference between 12th grade English and 12th grade AP English? 
A8: New York State requires that every student take at least 8 credits (four years) of ELA 
courses. There are several courses available to seniors who need to earn two more credits 
after they've taken either the Regents in the eleventh grade (which is when most students 
do it), or an AP course in the eleventh grade. They can take the other AP course (we offer 
two of them), or they can take one of our electives: Psychology and Literature or Film 
and Literature. Either course will satisfy the requirements of the state. Answer provided 
by English A.P. Dr. Oliveri 

 
Q9:Do students typically have time during Junior year to take a 2-period class like 
AP Bio or AP Chem? 
A9:This depends on the studio and other factors such as a) is the child in a LOTE 

class b)Does the child have a SETTS (special education) period c)what prior 

credit the child has on their transcript.  Studio requirements must be satisfied 

first.  There are juniors in AP Bio and AP chem each year. Answer provided by 
Math & Science A.P. Ms. Collins 
 

 
Testing  
 
LOTE 

Q1: When do students take the LOTE exams?  
A1: Students take the NYC comprehensive LOTE examinations after their third year of a 
language. Answer provided by Social Studies and LOTE A.P. Mr. Mannino 



 
Q2: Can you take a Regents instead of the LOTE assessment? 
A2: There is no regents examination for any LOTE course, only the NYC Comprehensive 
LOTE examinations. Answer provided by Social Studies and LOTE A.P. Mr. Mannino 
 

 
Regents Exams 

Q1: What does a student do if they do not pass a Regents exam? 
A1: Students can register to retake the Regents exam by speaking with their guidance 
counselor.  
 
Q2: How do you sign up to take a Regents exam again? 
A2: Your guidance counselor can sign you up to retake the Regents exam. 
 
Q4: What are the types of Regents diplomas and how are they earned? 
A4: The types and requirements for obtaining a Regents Diploma can be found on the 
NYS Department of Education website 
(http://www.nysed.gov/curriculum-instruction/general-education-and-diploma-requireme
nts).  In brief, students can earn the following diplomas: Regents, Regents with Honors, 
Regents with Advanced designation, Regents with Advanced designation with Honors. 
Additionally, students can also earn various annotations and endorsements, such as 
Mastery in Math, Mastery in Science, Technical or Arts endorsements, and Community 
Service Seal.  
 
Q5: Can you get an Advanced Regents diploma with only 1 year of a language other 
than Englush (LOTE)? 
A5: Yes, you can earn an Advanced Regents diploma with only 1 year of a language if 
you complete 5 unit sequence in the Arts or CTE. 

 
PSAT/SAT Exams 

Q1: Do students automatically get signed up for Fall/Spring PSAT/SAT's at 
LaGuardia?  
A1: Yes, students at LaGuardia are automatically registered to take the Spring PSAT10 in 
their sophomore year and the Spring SAT in their Junior year.  
 
Q2: How do students sign up for additional (off-site) SATs and SAT IIs? 
A2: Students can sign up for additional, off-site SAT/SATIIs through the College Board 
website.  
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Q3: How do students get their PSAT/SAT scores?  
A3: Students can access their scores by logging onto the College Board website. 

 
Q7: If my child took the PSAT as a Sophomore, will s/he be considered for the 
National Merit Scholarship? 
A7: The PSAT 10 and PSAT 8/9 will not be considered for entry to the National Merit 
Scholarship Program. The PSAT/NMSQT is the official route of entry to the National 
Merit Scholarship Program.  For students planning to spend four years in high school, the 
PSAT/NMSQT must be taken in the students Junior year of High School. 
 
Q8: What accommodations and alternative arrangements are being worked out for 
these students who have been denied the opportunity to take the Fall 
PSAT/NMSQT? 
A8:Submit Registration Request using the following google form: 
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeYSa_998OebrfHDpzEgO6HfCUVhrxS3WP-wiJVQ
WIN6vsPjQ/viewform 
 
Q9: What are the different levels of commendation in the National Merit 
Scholarship contest?  
A9: About 50,000 students with the highest PSAT/NMSQT® Selection Index scores 
qualify for recognition in the National Merit® Scholarship Program.  About 34,000 
students receive recognition as Commended Student and 16,000 students achieve 
Semifinalist.  Typically, 15,000 students become Finalists, and, ultimately, 7,500 students 
receive a National Merit Scholarship. 
 

AP Exams 
Q1: How do you sign up for AP exams? 

A1: Registration to take the AP exam is time-sensitive. You must decide before the 
deadline indicated on the College Board website. 

● Your AP teacher provides the JOIN CODE for signing up with your College 
Board account (www.collegeboard.org/).  

● Once you have registered for the class, you need to indicate whether or not 
you are taking each individual exam via this google form: 
(forms.gle/yawE4NHwa9MrDBS88). Indicating YES means that you are 
committed to paying for the cost of the exam and sitting for the exam. If you 
indicate YES and you do not sit for it, the school is still charged for the exam 
and you still owe the fee of the exam. 
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● The deadline for registering for and committing to taking AP exams is Friday, 
October 25, 2019. 

● Email AP Zamansky (dzamans@schools.nyc.gov)  if you have any additional 
questions. 

Q2: How do you get your AP exam scores? 
A2: You can view and send your AP Scores on the College Board website 
(www.collegeboard.org/). 
 
Q3: What if you decide not to take the AP exam? - Can you get a refund? 
A3: If you decide not to take the AP exam, you should inform the Assistant Principal of 
Testing, Ms. Zamansky (dzamans@schools.nyc.gov), as soon as possible. 
 
Q4: How do you log onto College Board? - What if you lost your College Board 
login information? 
A4: Your student can create an account on the College Board website.  If your student 
forgets their login information (account name or password), they can reset their account 
settings by following the links on the College Board login page.  

 
504 Accommodations 
Q1: Who do I contact about 504 accommodations? 
A1: Ms. Shelliann Williams is the new interim acting assistant principal for special education. 
Her email is: SWillia35@schools.nyc.gov. If a student needs to apply for a 504 accommodation, 
they get the form from the school website (My LaGuardia; Parents; Family Resources) and bring 
it to their guidance counselor. The student’s doctor will need to complete a form, available at the 
same place on the LaGuardia website, to detail the accommodations needed and why. This 
process needs to be completed every year during which accommodations are sought. If parents 
want to apply for accommodations on the PSAT, SAT, AP, or ACT, they need to do that 
separately through Mr. Owen Harkness. Instructions are on the LaGuardia Website (My 
LaGuardia; Parents; Family Resources; Applying for Testing Accommodations).  
 
If a parent wants a child to be evaluated for Special Education Services, they can do so in writing 
with a letter to the Principal stating, "I request that my child be evaluated for special education 
services...” 
 *  Send a letter to the principal at your child’s school if your child attends public school; 
 *  Give a written statement to a professional staff member of your child’s school; 
 *  Ask a school professional to assist you in making a referral. 
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Honor Societies 
 

Q1: What are the requirements for the Science Honors Society? 
A1: To qualify for the LaGuardia Science Honors Society, students must have:  5 earned 
credits in science, 95 weighted average in science, 90 weighted average overall, and 
Sophomore or Junior standing. 

 
Q2: What is ARISTA? 
A2: ARISTA is the National Honor Society.  To be considered for ARISTA at 
LaGuardia, you must be a second-semester sophomore or a junior, maintain a GPA of 90 
or above for the entirety of your membership, complete 25 hours of community service 
per semester: 10 out of school hours, 10 in school hours, and 5 in school tutoring hours, 
and miss no more than 2 ARISTA meetings per year.  Find out more here: 
http://nhslag.weebly.com/ 
 
Q3: What is Archon? 
A3: Archon is the National Service Honor Society.  To be considered for Archon at 
LaGuardia, you must be a second-semester sophomore or a junior, maintain a GPA of 85 
or above for the entirety of your membership, complete 40 hours of community service 
per semester, and miss no more than 2 Archon meetings per year.  Find out more here: 
http://nhslag.weebly.com/ 
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