
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

What’s 
happening? 
ShelfSaver mobile 
food pantry events 
scheduled 

ShelfSaver, the mobile 
food pantry from the 
Bemidji Community 
Food Shelf, will be in 
Blackduck from 9 to 11 
a.m. on Tuesday, April 
19, distributing free 
food boxes for anyone 
needing food assistance. 
The distribution will be 
held at the Evangelical 
Free Church located at 
241 Oscar Ave. SW. 

The ShelfSaver mobile 
pantry will be in Kelli-
her from 1 to 2:30 p.m. 
on Tuesday, April 12, 
at the North Beltrami 
Community Center 220 
Main Street East in Kel-
liher. 

No appointments are 
needed. For more infor-
mation, call 218-444-
6580. 

Will writing 
presentation set 

A free presentation on 
writing a will is sched-
uled at 1:30 p.m. on 
Tuesday, May 3 at the 
North Beltrami Commu-
nity Center and Library 
in Kelliher. 

Rebecca Stone from 
Minnesota Legal Ser-
vices will be the pre-
senter. 

The event is offered 
by Kelliher Library and 
Information Center. 
Contact Diane Mostad at 
218-647-8728 or mos-
tad@paulbunyan.net to 
register. 

Legion, Auxiliary 
plan Pancake 
Supper 

Blackduck American 
Legion Post 372 and 
Legion Auxiliary Unit 
372 will hold a Pancake 
Supper from 5-6:30 p.m. 
on Thursday, April 21 
at the Blackduck Senior 
Center, 24 First St. SE. 

The two groups have 
formed a Thrivent 
Action Team to raise 
funds for Boys and Girls 
State candidates in June 
of 2022. All proceeds 
will go to fund travel 
and tuition for one week 
for up to four candidates 
from Blackduck High 
School. 

Everyone is welcome, 
so bring the whole fam-
ily to the all-you-can-
eat supper of pancakes, 
sausages, orange juice 
and coffee. A free-will 
donation for the meal 
will be appreciated. 

Barn quilt class 
scheduled April 30 

Blackduck Communi-
ty Education is bringing 
back the popular barn 
quilt painting class with 
JoAnne Dean. The class 
is limited to 10 partic-
ipants and those who 
join will paint a 12-inch 
by 12-inch tulip design 
with colors of their 
choice. The class will 
take place from 9 a.m. 
to 12 noon on Saturday, 
April 30 at the Blackduck 
Senior Center. A prepaid 
registration of $30 is 
required for the class. 
Interested painters may 
register at blackduck. 
k12.mn.us/ce. 
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MOVING  
HOME 
Disability leader drawn 
back to Northome 

Contributed photos 
Tim Stanoch, a longtime youth minister, is the new executive director at the Ita-
Bel-Koo DAC in Northome. 

By Aaron Hustedde 
Special to The American 

There are days 
when Tim Stanoch, 
63, goes out the 

northern Minnesota 
Developmental 
Achievement Center’s 
front door to make 
sure there’s no church 
steeple on top, he says 
with a chuckle. 

The longtime youth 
minister is the new 
executive director 
of Ita-Bel-Koo DAC, 
which serves 16 people 
with disabilities in 
Northome. As the only 
administrative person, 
he works with a staff of 
five. 

Stanoch is one 
example of the idea that 
one need not come from 
the disability field to 
lead and thrive in the 
profession. He served 
students for 37 years, at 
Catholic congregations 
around the Twin 
Cities and in central 
Minnesota. Stanoch was 
also a church business 
manager, music teacher 
and he took students on 
dozens of retreats. 

Stanoch was living 
in his parents’ north 
Minneapolis house 
after they passed 
away when a Facebook 
message came from 
a Northome neighbor 
who works at the Ita-
Bel-Koo Developmental 
Achievement Center. 

“She said, ‘Hey, you 
know, here’s our job 
description and I think 
you’d be really good 
at it,’” he explained. 
Another person he knew 
from the post office and 
churches in the area 
also reached out to him 
about the job. 

He started researching 
the idea and mulling it 
over. “Well, you know 
what, Tim? Maybe this 
is an opportunity to get 
you up north. Maybe 
this is where God wants 
you to be at this point,” 
he said to himself. 

Stanoch, 63, put 
together his resume, 

highlighting his 
people experiences, 
interviewed and was 
offered the position. “I 
put my clothes in the 
car and moved up to the 
cabin, which became my 
house,” he said. 

The place he had 
visited since he was a 
pre-teen, helped to fix 
up and was now his 
by inheritance would 
become his permanent 
home. Going back to 
the cities for a couple 
of months on the 
weekends, he cleaned 
out the other house 
and readied it for sale. 
“And the rest is kind of 
history.” 

Relationships key, in 
multiple ways 

While relationships 
can draw people 
together and influence 
where they settle, 
the ability to create 
and maintain them 
is also a useful skill 
set. That’s part of the 
story with Stanoch, a 
37-year youth minister 
whose career changed 
dramatically, but is, in 
many ways, kind of the 
same. 

“A lot of it is just 
being open, transparent 
and communicating 
with both the 
clients (people with 
disabilities) and staff,” 
he said. 

Variations among 
people in youth 
ministry, Stanoch said, 
gave him a really broad 
sense of where people 
are coming from. He 
found the culture in 
central Minnesota was 
different from the Twin 
Cities. “I had some 
waking up to do . . . it 
was different, it was 
good, and it gave me 
those experiences,” he 
said. 

Population 
perspective 

Ita-Bel-Koo in the 
DAC name is short for 
Itasca, Beltrami and 

Budding  

artists
 

Tim Stanoch (standing) leads individuals with 
disabilities at Ita-Bel-Koo DAC in Northome in a 
PowerPoint pizza game covering pizza facts from 
around the world. 

manager to work with 
reimbursements that 
flow from the state 
through the counties. 
After graduating from 
the University of 
Minnesota in 1981 with 
a bachelor’s degree 
in speech, he took his 
experience as a bank 
teller and worked in 
auditing for individual 
retirement accounts. 

His entry into youth 
ministry happened 
soon thereafter when 
a former principal at 
a church school he 
attended called and 
offered him a youth 
ministry job in the 
western Minneapolis 
suburb of St. Louis Park. 
Working there for 12 
years, it was his longest 
stint. Then, it was on 
to parishes in St. Paul 
Park, Buffalo, Avon, 
Sauk Rapids and Golden 
Valley, when his parents 
started needing care. 

Stanoch’s goal was to 
retire to rural Northome 
near its town of 200 
residents. Call it fate, 
God’s leading or moving 
up one’s plans, but a 
fitting job was right 
there for him. 

Changes with 
COVID 

For the Ita-Bel-
Koo clients who work 
outside the facility, 
COVID shut down some 

HOME: Page 2 

Koochiching counties. 
Each is about the size 
of the entire Twin Cities 
seven-county metro 
area, 3,000 square 
miles, but together, 
the counties have less 
than 3.5 percent of the 
population of the cities. 

The 50-year-old 
program Stanoch leads 
has five additional 

staff, two of them 
full-time, and serves 
16 individuals with 
disabilities. The age 
range of his clients 
runs from 20 to 77, but 
the people principles 
needed are similar. 

On the bookwork 
side, the director 
puts his background 
as a church business 

Contributed 
%ODFNGXFN�¿UHPHQ� DQG� WKHLU� IDPLOLHV� JHW� UHDG\� WR
serve the public at a past Walleye Fry. This year’s
14th annual event is set for April 24. 

Firemen’s fish 

fry set April 24
 

Contributed 
Eleven young artists display their creative endeavors in a recent Blackduck 
Community Education Art Class. “The level of creativity in these kids is amazing,” 
said Community Education Director Mel Cleveland. “It’s so much fun to watch 
and listen as they create.” The next Community Ed Craft Night is Thursday, April 
21. A $5 fee guarantees your place and the limit for the group is 15. Sign up on 
the school district’s website. 

By Jennifer Parker 
Blackduck American 

The 14th annual 
Blackduck Firemen’s 
Walleye Fry is back at 
the Blackduck Fire Sta-
tion. Everyone is invit-
ed back to share in the 
delicious meal and fun 
event that took a hiatus 
in 2020 and 2021 due 
to COVID precautions 

– and the firemen are 
excited to be back and 
are ready to cook up a 
storm. 

The Walleye Fry is on 
Sunday, April 24 from 11 
a.m. to 1 p.m. at the Fire 
Station and the cost is 
just a free-will dona-
tion. All proceeds go to 
support the Blackduck 
Firemen’s Relief Asso-
ciation. 

http:EPAPER.BLACKDUCKAMERICAN.COM
mailto:tad@paulbunyan.net
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12 Blackduck speakers advance to section
 
By Jennifer Parker 
Blackduck American 

The Blackduck High 
School speech team 
placed third at the Sub-
section 29A tournament 
in Walker on April 5, 
with 13 place winners 
and 12 advancing to the 
Section 8A competition 
this week. 

Fosston hosted the 
Section event on Tues-
day, April 11. 

Blackduck had two 
tournament champions: 
Nevaeh Hassel in Serious 
Interpretation of Poetry 
and Gavyn Dickinson in 
Original Oratory. Haley 
Patel placed second in 
Great Speeches. There 
were six speakers who 
finished in third place: 
Anna Hanson in Creative 
Expression, Mel Schauer 
in Serious Interpretation 
of Drama, Olivia Mietti-
nen in Great Speeches, along with those who 
Gunnar Regas in Infor- finished in first through 
mative Speaking, Bren- fourth place. 
nan Kortuem in Origi- Congratulations to all 
nal Oratory, and Autumn of those who placed and 
Carey in Storytelling. those who advanced to 

In fourth place were Sections, and congrat-
Ben Vezina in Creative ulations also to those 
Expression and Kaden who finished a great 
Freeman in Serious season at the Subsection 
Interpretation of Prose. meet: Sebastian Bush in 
Abby Mackey placed fifth Humorous Interpreta-
in Drama and Ava Sutton tion and Maia Tjepkes 
placed fifth in Extemp in Prose. The coaches 
Reading. would also like to give 

Due to an open spot a big thank you to team 
from Subsection 30, Sut- managers Lauren West 
ton advanced to Sections and Tristan Hatton. 

Photos by Jennifer Parker / Blackduck American 
The 2022 Blackduck Drakes speech team placed third in the Subsection 
tournament. Back row, from left: Mel Schauer, Abby Mackey, Anna Hanson, Gavyn 
Dickinson, Ava Sutton, Autumn Carey, Gunnar Regas, and Kaden Freeman. Front 
row: Brennan Kortuem, Ben Vezina, Nevaeh Hassel, Haley Patel, Olivia Miettinen, 
Maia Tjepkes, Sebastian Bush, and Tristan Hatton. Not pictured: Lauren West. 
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Blackduck had two speakers become Subsection 29A
tournament champions: Nevaeh Hassel in Serious 
Interpretation of Poetry and Gavyn Dickinson in 
Original Oratory. 
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Carey selected as speaker of the week
 
By Jennifer Parker in which she adding distinction to the telling Rookie of the Year 
Blackduck American is required characters. Each speak- Award at the Bemidji 

Seventh grad- to learn er tells 3 to 4 stories at varsity tournament and 
er Autumn Carey is 15 fairy- each tournament with- has earned a spot in the 
this week’s Blackduck tales from out knowing ahead of final round at three var-
High School Speaker of around the time which stories they sity tournaments, earn-
the Week. It’s rare for world and will be required to tell. ing medals as well as 
a speaker so young to Carey be able to Carey has been suc- the respect of her older 
have the kind of suc- tell them cessful since the begin- category competitors. 
cess Autumn has had without a book or notes. ning of the season, fin- Most recently, Carey 
this season on both the Speakers are judged on ishing the junior high placed third in the Sub-
junior high and varsity their ability to tell the season in second place in section 29A Tourna-
circuits. stories in an entertain- the Northern Minnesota ment in Storytelling and 

She competes in the ing way while sticking to Junior High Conference. made her first Section 8A 
category of Storytelling the major plotlines and She earned the Story- appearance this week. 

HOME 
From Page 1 

cleaning opportunities. 
The jobs were later filled 
by other people from 
the community, so the 
director is looking for 
more ways people can 
get out and engage. 

The ministry world 
is one filled with new 
ideas and excitement, 
and those elements are 
now in play at the DAC. 
He hopes to do a car 
wash for the community 
and involve his people 
in community garden 
work. There’s a chance 
that some may assist 
with beekeeping too. 

The DAC also helped 
one client to volunteer 
with a local “pop up” 
pantry run by Second 
Harvest Foods. “He was 
a rock star at helping 
people get things into 
their cars, carrying 
boxes for them,” the 
executive director said. 
Volunteers want the DAC 
client to come back. 

Another client 
shoveled snow this 
last winter for an 
elderly person down 

CALL TODAY TO PLACE AN AD IN
CLASSIFIEDS
218-333-9200 

Hook 
a Deal 

LL TODAY TO PLACE AN AD 

the street. As people 
are being served by 
the program, they too, 
can serve others in the 
community, Stanoch 
said. “I think that might 
just be a little bit of the 
ministry piece in me 
too.” 

The nonprofit is also 
partnering with a local 
school so one of its 
clients can work in the 
lunchroom. Stanoch 
wants to meet further 
with school leaders to 
see about others who 
might participate. 

Wood crafts in 
Northome 

At the DAC in 
Northome, practical and 
decorative wood crafts 
created by clients and 
staff are popular in the 
small town. An in-house 
loom is used for made-
to-order rugs in various 
colors. 

To showcase the 
people and their 
craftsmanship, an open 
house at the DAC last 
summer generated 
strong sales. Clients 

baked cookies days in 
advance and ran the grill 
to serve a free lunch. 

The event had a 
patriotic theme with a 
music program with the 
clients led by Stanoch, 
who, not coincidentally, 
had taught music in an 
elementary school for 
five years. 

“Over 100 people 
came, and we’re a town 
of 200 people, so I 
thought that was pretty 
good,” said Stanoch. 
“The other benefit was 
that our store (because 
of sales) had never been 
so empty.” 

Also in 2021, more 
than a handful of clients 
traveled to a lake home 
to transport a piano 
that was given to the 
program. With Stanoch 
at the keys and others 
learning, the group 
sings songs together. 

To live in Northome 
is to give up many 
conveniences. Stanoch 
used to drive by several 
McDonald’s on his 
way to work and liked 
picking up food in the 
drive through. Now that 

happens every three to 
four weeks. 

“You don’t do that 
here. You order on the 
phone and, 30 minutes 
later, maybe go pick it 
up,” he said. Northome 
has three restaurants. 

The DAC leader will 
sometimes drive 55 
miles to buy grocery 
items he can’t get 
locally. “I’m learning 
and I’m moving with it. 
You just don’t run to the 
corner Walmart or Best 
Buy anymore,” he said. 
Some items have to be 
ordered online. 

There will be more 
shopping in the near 
future as the DAC turns 
50 this year and a 
celebration may be in 
order. “The people up 
here are just a real joy to 
serve,” said Stanoch. 
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Sell it in the Classifieds! 

FUNKLEY GREENHOUSE 
Now Open! 

❁ Seed Potatoes   
$7.99/3 lb bag 

❁ Garlic Bulbs $2.99 
❁ Wetsel Veggie  

& Flower Seed  
pkts. 30% OFF 

❁ Onion Plants 
(Walla Walla,  
Candy, Kelsey & Candy Apple red) 
$8.99 

Stop in for a great  
selection of: 

F 

APRIL HOURS: TUE-SAT 10-4 Come in early to get them while supplies last. 

7 miles North of Blackduck on Hwy. 71 |218-395-0237 

2 99 

PRE FRUIT 
TREE SALE 

Now-April 30th 
$32.99 each 

(REG. $37.99) 

OR Buy 3 for $90 
WHILE SUPPLIES LAST 

http:facebook.com
http:blackduckamerican.com
http:EPAPER.BLACKDUCKAMERICAN.COM

