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Dear Friends,
It is raining again. After all the
years of drought, we have had
plenty of rain this season. Along
with the brilliant green hills and
lush growth of spring, there is
plenty of mud. In Port Costa where
I live, there is a large dirt parking

Our Lenten theme on Busy:
Reconnecting with an
Unhurried God has gotten off
to a great start, and we have
considered a few days of
finding more relaxed tempo,
recognizing the hospitality of

lot that is transformed into a large mud puddle with
each rain. Cars slosh through the muck and shoes
get muddy.

God to come and rest and uncluttering our lives to
live more lightly.
In coming weeks, we will go deeper around our life’s
work/play balance, how we use our time and
Sabbath rest. Of course, all of this is in preparation
for the new life of Easter.
I hope you are finding some spiritual practices that
are helping you to “Be,” “Here,” “Now.”
Living in the present helps us address the busyness of our lives. Sometimes our health (or lack of
it) gives us the clue that things are out of balance.
Other times it is our worries and anxieties that give
it away. Perhaps the modern Christian view of
Easter gets in our way more than we would like to
admit.
You see, unlike the view of Easter that has been
handed down to most of us, early Christianity
thought about Easter in a radically different way.
Today, most Christians around the world see Easter
as “Jesus’ death and atonement over sin and death
that somehow makes our own resurrection possible
at the end of our life.”
The trouble is, this is a transactional view that
actually makes God out to be an abusive Father
that has to kill Jesus on our behalf so we can see
the future benefit of heaven.

Parker Palmer, a Quaker, penned the following
words about his experience of mud in the Midwest.
“…before spring becomes beautiful, it is plug ugly,
nothing but mud and muck. I have walked in the
early spring through fields that will suck your boots
off, a world so wet and woeful it makes you yearn
for the return of ice. But in that muddy mess, the
conditions for rebirth are being created.”
Parker wrote about walking through fields (not
parking lots) where “the conditions for rebirth are
being created.” In the muddy soil saturated with
spring rains, the conditions for new life are created.
And so, it is in our lives. Often in times of struggle
or grief or despair we experience a humility…an
awareness that there is much in our lives that we
do not control. This word humility is tied to the
word “humus” the decaying, rotting organic matter
that nurtures the growth of plants. Humility can
create the conditions for new growth.
Humility invites us to loosen our grip on our lives
and begin to welcome the mysterious presence of
God in the midst of all we experience. As we do,
our hearts open to the possibility of healing and
new life.
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Both articles continue on page 2…

Pastor Will continues…

Pastor Christy continues…

Most scholars are now recognizing that wasn’t the
view for all of Christian history, being invented in
1099 by Anselm of Canterbury and that it was a
theology that was used to preach the Crusades
and has created a spirituality of suffering rather
than life. I think it was invented from a few strands
of sacrificial language in the Bible that attempts to
make sense of the indefensible doctrine of
Original Sin, invented by Augustine in the 300’s.

Lent is the season when we anticipate new
life…when we enter into the mystery of Jesus
crucifixion becoming resurrection. At the core of
our faith, there is an affirmation that death is
continually transformed into new life. This is true
not only of our physical deaths, but also true of
the losses and disappointments and struggles of
our lives. Out of the muck and pain of our
difficulties comes the promise of new life.

For the earliest Christians, Easter was when
almost all who followed the faith were initiated into
the community through an overnight ritual called
the Easter Vigil. The whole, drawn out service
included readings from the Hebrew Bible and the
Gospels that tell the history of God’s presence
with the people of faith. It included the giving of a
new name to those being baptized, giving them a
new identity within the community as the Easter
sun began to rise after the all-night liturgy.

This year during Lent, we have used the theme
of the “time out chair” …. a symbol of taking time
to slow down, to be less busy…to open space in
our lives for prayer and contemplation. By taking
“time out,” we open ourselves to the experience
of knowing in our hearts that this transformation
is possible. Through prayer, silence and
contemplation, we experience this truth within our
own hearts. Slowing down, allows us to feel both
the pain and the promise of healing in our lives.

Some say it included the teaching of the Lord’s
Prayer, so that the new followers of The Way (as it
was first known) could participate in the Eucharist,
or communion table, for the first time after their
washing, new clothes and new name – to be new
people in the present. This was not at all about
the next life. Easter baptisms was about the
washing, blessing, anointing and confirming of the
people into the New Life of being a Christian in a
this-worldly paradise of new life in Christ. Here
and now. Not in some sweet by and by.

And to know experientially that the mystery of
Easter is in fact the mystery of the transformation
of our own hearts. Expanding to embrace our
pain and the suffering of others, our hearts are
steady in the knowledge that suffering creates
the conditions for new life. We experience the
truth that death becomes resurrection, that the
blind will see, that the oppressed will go free, that
the captives will be released. This is the Easter
message as Jesus proclaims it himself in Luke
4:18-19:

And all of this despite the ordinariness of the world
around them that continued to be as broken and
out of control and occupied by the Roman Empire
that oppressed and persecuted such early
Christians themselves. They created a movement
of joyful living. They took to heart the injunction
of Jesus to live like its heaven on earth, despite
knowing the facts.

‘The Spirit of the Lord is upon me,
because he has anointed me
to bring good news to the poor.
He has sent me to proclaim release to the
captives
and recovery of sight to the blind,
to let the oppressed go free,
to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour.’

So, Be – Here – Now. Be Christ in the world as a
little Christ filled person – Now. No need for the
twisted theologies of troubled monks. Just follow
Jesus – Now!

May it be so.
Blessings,
Christy

Together we serve,

Pastor Will
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First Congregational
Church of Antioch

New Way Music Notes:

FCCA Cabinet: Next meeting will be April 28th in the
Stoneman Room.

FCC Monday Bible Study: We meet at 10:00am
every Monday in the Stoneman Room for an informal
time of conversation, prayer and study.

Community
Presbyterian Church
Tuesday Morning Bible Study: We meet
Tuesday mornings at 10:00 am in the Stoneman Room
for an 8-week study on wealth, giving and living out our
faith in the ways of justice.

April Fundraiser
Everyone uses and needs sheets and towels, right?
Please jump onboard and help raise money for the CPC
General Fund. We will be selling sheets again and towels
too. Start asking friends, family and neighbors if they
could use some new linens. Active sellers will receive a
packet with samples of the sheet and towel materials, an
order form and a brochure with details on color and
sizes. Sheets come in 12 different colors. Towels come
in White, Cream, Gray and Taupe. Each sheet set will
sell for $45 no matter the size. (Twin, Twin XL, Double,
Queen, King, Split King, and Cal King). Sets contain a
fitted and flat sheet and two pillow cases (Twin sets
include one pillow case). Additional pillow cases can be
purchased King or Standard set of 2 for $12. There are
two options of towel sets that will also sell for $45 each:
A 2-piece Bath Sheets set – 35x66 inch and a 6-piece
Towel Set which includes 2 bath towels 27x52 inch, 2
hand towels 16x38 inch and 2 washcloths 12x12 inch.
You can even offer these to your friends and family afar
– they can go online and order the sets for $49.50 which
includes shipping. This is a simple fundraiser. We will
earn $20+ on every set sold. ($15+ for online sales).
I will have the Sales Packets at Church Social Hour or
could deliver to you via U.S. mail or drop off. All orders
must be returned with cash or checks payable to
Community Presbyterian Church by April 28th. Sheets
and Towels will be delivered by mid-May. Thank you for
helping support our efforts either by buying or selling
sheets and towels this month. Questions call or email
Betsy Sullivan, 510-409-0070 pncsbets@pacbell.net.

Easter rehearsals have begun, and Michael has
selected some wonderful music for us. Our rehearsals
are Sunday, April 7, and Sunday, April 14, at 11:45 am.
On Easter morning, April 21, we will gather at 9 am to
put the final touches on our Easter musical offerings.
Christ is risen! Prepare to bless and be blessed.
Special guest musicians coming in April: Steve Rhodes
will again join us with special music, this time at the
organ on Easter Sunday. Then on April 28, Clay Foor
will be on hand at the piano as our guest musician and
will present a "Moment for Mission: ECSM Has Talent"
to promote our fundraising concert on Saturday, May 4.
Please plan to attend these extra special musical
opportunities.

Free Advertising for ECSM
All you Facebook members, please take note of a free
and easy way to spread the news about what’s
happening here at East County Shared Ministry.
When you are visiting any of our pages (we have three),
you’ll note that we post quite a bit of news, info and
announcements. Each time you “like” one of those
posts, you increase the circulation of that particular
notice. If you “share” it, you increase its visibility
dramatically. And if you add a comment, well, that just
takes it over the top. This is something we can all do
with no charge. So next time you stroll through
Facebook, add some “oomph” to our postings with a
little interaction. Start spreading the news…
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CPC Treasure Corner:
As of: February 28, 2019
Income: $15,466.39
Expenses: $15,473.89

THE SHARED LIFE OF THE CHURCH
FCCA Cabinet Meeting: Next meeting will be
April 28th at 11:45am in the Stoneman Room.

Happy Birthday!

The Monthly Fellowship Lunch: Will be

April

Wednesday, April 3rd at 11:30am – Black Bear Diner,
Oakley.
4
5
8
8
11
13
16
19
20
23
24
29
29

Fellowship Commitee: TBD
Outreach Committee: We will now meet on the
first Wednesday, April 17th at 11:30pm in the
Stoneman Room.

Care Team: Will meet Sunday, April 7th at 8:30am
in the Stoneman room .
Worship & Marketing Meeting: Will meet
Tuesday April 9th at noon in the Stoneman Room.

Jeff Birdsell
Jon Fish
Steve Burks
Rachel Stephens
Megan Green Sims
Chris Shipe
Russell Peck
Joan Schmitt
Holley Kenney
Angelin Rosenberry
Cherie Persing
Glenda Lamb
Dennis Lamb

Happy Anniversary!

Theology Pub: Will be May 28th at 6:00pm at the
Waterfront Grill & Café (51 Marina Blvd, Pittsburg).

Fellowship Hour: There are always dates on the
calendar for you to sign up and help with some of the
food. The sign-up sheet is on the bulletin board in
the social hall. Just add your name to the preferred
date. If a name is already on the date you want,
please coordinate with them what to bring.

Care Team Offering: First Sunday offers you a
chance to support the East County Shared Ministry's
Care Team with special donations that can be
inserted in the envelopes located in the pew racks.
The Care Team is made up of members of both CPC
and FCCA. It provides assistance both to church
members in need as well as the community as a
whole, including providing bus passes, McDonalds
gift cards and gift cards at local grocery stores. The
Care Team also provides support for families
providing food at funerals and helps sponsor the
Bountiful Table outreach to the hungry on the Third
Saturday of the month. It also provides for the special
birthday cakes served at Social Hour on the Second
Sunday of the month.

Equal Exchange: Coffee and tea are available.
The cart is out on Sundays during the Fellowship
Hour. Give the money to Mary or Ann. Checks made
payable to CPC.
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1
13
13
15
16
18
25

Kookie & Ginny Mcguire
Sandy & Mike Henry
Lynn & Roger Lessley
Myrdell & Chuck Dybdal
Vicky & Barry Winkler
Larry & Tracy Bishop
Dick & Betty Pankey

*Contact Leslie, the Church Secretary, to add your
Birthday & Anniversary to our records today!

Bountiful Table Lunch: We will be serving a
Bountiful Table Lunch on Saturday April 20th at
11:30am. We are in desperate need of new stock of
women’s and men’s clothing, including sweatshirts,
coats and blankets. Please consider asking friends,
neighbors, etc. if they would be willing to help.
Please drop them off in the sanctuary or Stoneman
Room. If you feel called to serve, please come and
participate.

Buildings & Grounds:

gifts may be dropped off any time up to and
including Mother’s Day.

Some or all of you may know that the new year brings new
officers and/a change of committee leaders. For 2019,
Carol Hosmer is going to chair the Building and Grounds
Committee. If anyone sees something broken or needs to
report something they would like to see done, please
contact Carol with your ideas or concerns. And thank you
to Mary Burks for her awesome job last year.

Winter Nights:
The Winter Nights Shelter will
be returning to our church from
May 20 until June 3. This
consists of us hosting a group of
homeless families for two weeks
while they are searching for jobs
and/or places to live. Our church
is responsible for making sure they have a safe place to
stay, helping in any other way we can by furnishing
meals, playing with the children (after homework),
homework assistance and washing towels.

In the meantime, we are planning a couple of work parties
to try to get some of the Spring Cleaning done before
Easter Sunday. We would like to work on April 13 and
April 20. If you can help on EITHER Saturday, it will be
appreciated! The plan is to meet around 8:30 a.m. in the
Social Hall for a quick breakfast and brainstorming. If you
have any ideas on what needs to be done or, specifically,
what you would like to work on, this is the time to secure
your job. Work will begin at 9:00 a.m. and you can stay an
hour or more, but we would like to finish by 12:00 or 12:30
at the latest. Any kitchen cleaning must be done on April
13 as we need to work around Bountiful Table.
Some ideas include cleaning the kitchen, mow the lawns,
pull weeds, remove unwanted palm trees that are growing
on the property, rake leaves and perhaps work on cleaning
out some closets and/or painting the Stoneman Room.

Outreach:

5th Sunday Giving:

There will be a special 5th Sunday
giving in March. This month we will support the Winter
Nights Shelter as they will be at our church in May. If you
feel you can’t sign up to help cook a meal, then maybe you
are more inclined to help with the costs. You may donate on
Sunday, Mar 31 to Pittsburg Winter Nights.

We will get assistance from Clayton Valley Presbyterian
Church as they will take care of all meals during the week
of May 20 – 24. St. Ignacius of Antioch will furnish meals
from May 27 – 31. We will be responsible for weekend
meals for May 18-19 and June 1-2.
Your help is needed. You can help with meal preparation
for breakfast, lunch or dinner. Sign-up for these dates will
be done on April 28 and May 5. If you would like to reserve
a meal in advance, or if you have questions, please fill out
the form at the bottom of this page and drop it in the
collection plate or contact Carol Hosmer at (925) 756-1888.

In Memory
of
Kathleen
Kirk

Parking Lot Program: Those homeless who are living in
their cars can spend the night parked at the church where
they have safety in numbers, restrooms and snacks. If you
would like to support this program, items can be purchased
and taken directly to the church.

Shephard’s Gate: Shepherd’s Gate is a program based in
Brentwood who take in women who are homeless and/or
abused. They offer them shelter, food, job hunting skills,
etc. We are going to take donations on Mother’s Day for
their use. If you would like to donate to this wonderful
program, they are currently in need of paper towels, latex
gloves, sanitizer wipes and snacks (raisins, pretzels, Teddy
Grahams, Goldfish, string cheese, unsweetened
applesauce or fruit cups, yogurt, etc. (Gift cards for Winco,
Food Maxx, Home Depot or Lowe’s are always welcome
and any non-perishable food).

A former member of our church, Kathleen Kirk passed
away in February. If anyone would like to make donations
in her memory, her son, Justin, would like any donations
be used to repair the patio that was originally built by his
grandfather, Ken Kirk. Donations may be made out to the
Memorial Fund, in memory of Kathleen Kirk. If anyone
would like to help with this project, contact Carol.

ATTENTION!
COMING SOON!
We are going to bring back the Rummage Sale. It is
scheduled for Saturday, October 5th. More information to
follow but start saving your treasurers! More info to follow.
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ECSM
Has Talent
Saturday
May 4, 2019
6:00pm
Please support our first ever ECSM Has Talent Variety Show. Proceeds from this Big Bash fundraiser will go to
our Outreach Program and Care Team. Our wildly entertaining Variety Show will feature favorite ECSM personalities
along with some surprise guests who are sure to amuse and charm you. The concert will be free, though we will pass the
hat for donations.
Thanks to all of you who have already said, “YES!” We still need help:
Please consider
Volunteer to perform – a song, a reading, a skit (we have lots of acts, now we need some performers), set up
sound system, raffle ticket sellers, ushers, bake cookies, etc.
Help collect raffle prizes for additional fundraising. We already have a hand-made quilt, an artisan birdcage, a
gift basket, a restaurant gift card and a designer confection. If you have connections with restaurants, shops or
amusements, please consider asking them to donate a prize for our raffle. Remember, the beneficiaries are our
Outreach Programs (like Winter Nights and Bountiful Table) and Care Team (food gift cards and bus passes).
Spread the word. Tell a friend. Post a flier. Send a postcard. See Elaine for more info, and please support this
worthwhile cause!

Holy week
MAUNDY Thursday Service
April 18th, we will be sharing worship with Clayton Valley Presbyterian Church
here in the Social Hall with a Soup and Salad supper at 6:00pm before the worship service.
The service will be at 7:00pm.

Ecumenical Good Friday Service
April 19th at noon at St. Ignatius of Antioch
3351 Contra Loma Blvd. Antioch

Easter Celebration
April 21st at 10:00am in the chapel. Bring flowers to help flower the cross.
Easter Lilies: Nora Buluran will take orders for lilies to help decorate the Sanctuary on Easter, in memory or
recognition of a loved one. The cost will be $8.00.

Flowers for Easter flowering cross: We will create a beautiful flowered cross again this year for Easter.
Please bring flowers on Easter morning to be used for the cross. All kinds of flowers are appreciated. Bring
flowers from your yard or pick some up at the grocery store or florist shop. Greenery is also welcome.
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April Celebrations
April 7th
5th Sunday in Lent
Rev. Christy Ramage

April 14th
Palm Passion Sunday

Worship Leaders

Palms: Luke 19:28-40; Ps. 118 1-2, 19-29
Passion: Isa. 50:4-9a; Ps. 31:916;
Phil. 2:5-11; Luke 22:14-23;56

Rev. Will McGarvey

April 21st
Resurrection of the Lord/Easter
Rev. Christy Ramage

April 28th
2nd Sunday of Easter
Acts 5:27-32; Ps. 118:14-29 or Ps. 150;
Rev. 1:4-8; John 20:19-31

Rev. Will McGarvey

April 7th
Liturgists
Ushers
Greeters

Donald Lang
Chris & Cherie Persing
The Umozurike Family

April 14th
Liturgists
Ushers
Greeters

Jane Fish
Chuck & Myrdell Dybdal
Roberto & Nora Buluran

April 21st
Liturgists
Ushers
Greeters

New Way
Robert & Nora Buluran
Jim & Janie Hodges

April 28th
Liturgists
Ushers
Greeters

Chuck Dybdal
George & Jude Stephens
Bill & Barb Dexheimer

Ushers: Please let Janie Hodges (new head Usher)
know by the Friday before your Sunday If you cannot
make it on the date/date’s above. You may contact her
at 925-368-5797 or njhodges@aol.com. If you have any
questions or would like to become an Usher,
please email or call her.

Chants to Dance!
Sunday, April 28th - $l30pm
Mt. Diablo Universalist Church
55 Eckley Lane, Walnut Creek
This program in Interfaith Spiritually will be led by
faith leaders and musicians from nine different
traditions, sharing a chant or meditation from their
tradition with short times of silence between the
offerings. All welcome.
We will cap off the evening as a group doing
Universal Dances for Peace!
Free! This is a program of the Interfaith Council of Contra
costa County. For more info, Contact Rev. Will McGarvey
at 925. 597.9797 or eye4cee@gmail.com
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PRAYER PAGE
Prayers of Healing
Renée Moore, Virginia Devens, Reggie Washington,
Starr Lieber, Dorothy Shipe, Elaine Grothmann, Anne
Cakebread, Betty LaMar, Betty Rexroth, Mary Vargo,
Patsy Nash. Carol Krishnan’s sisters. Grace, Donald
Lang’s grandmother. Hanby & Greenwood Families
(Betsy Sullivan’s Family). Deborah Scott (with many
health issues right now). Catherine Hewitt, Mary Burks
cousin who is battling cancer. Jerry Castleberry and
Richard James. Lucille Brautigam. Gary Errington who
has cancer. Janie Hodges. Ann Custer. Jim and Janice
Campbell.

Prayers of Concern
Those affected by the recent violence here and abroad.
Those affected by the natural disasters in Texas, the
Caribbean – St. Martin, St. Bart’s, Antigua and Barbuda,
British Virgin Islands, Puerto Rico, Dominican Republic,
Haiti, Turks and Caicos, Miami, Cuba, Mexico, Nepal,
Northern & Southern California, the Philippines, Japan.
Safety for all in Syria, Afghanistan, Iraq, Yemen, Libya,
Egypt and Sudan. California Public Schools and
teachers. The economy, and those laid off or in need of
employment. Those living without shelter, experiencing
any form of mental illness and those without healthcare.
All those affected by the fires in Northern and Southern
California. Betty Pankey. Ann Custer.

Prayers For Our Mission Partners
Prayers for the ministry of Let’s Feed
the Kids, Friends Feeding Friends,
Habitat for Humanity, the Interfaith
Council of Contra Costa County,
Loaves and Fishes, P.I.C.E.S., the
Antioch Ministerial Food Bank, the
Literacy Project in Pittsburg, the
Presbytery of San Francisco, the
Bay Association of the Northern California-Nevada
Conference, UCC, Westminster Woods, Camp Cazadero,
Julius Van Hook at the Juvenile Detention Center
Presbyterian Disaster Assistance, Winter Nights Rotating
Shelter, Shelter Inc., Shepherd’s Gate, Heifer International,
and the Al-Basma School and Program in Beit Sahour,
Palestine, Joining Hands – Bolivia, Hesperian International,
the Keep Hope Alive Program, and Minar and Milad
Vosqueritchean in East Jerusalem with their after school
peace school and music program.

Prayer cards are located in the
Narthex by the Guest Book
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Prayers for Sisters & Brothers
Around the World
The Conflict in the Middle East; Darfur, Sudan; East
Congo, Bolivia; Colombia; Venezuela; Lebanon, IsraelPalestine, North Korea, and Mumbai, India. Long term
aid to Haiyan victims; children in Hurricane areas;
those affected by earthquakes, and the unrest in
Pakistan. For those who serve in the Armed Forces.
For those who suffer from hunger and thirst;
loneliness; illness; malnutrition; ageism. For those
who are excluded; homeless; friendless; the
underemployed and jobless.

March Prayer Families & Churches
April 7th

Jim & Janice Campell
Michael & Stephanie Capurro
First Presbyterian Church – Castro Valley
Mira Vista UCC – El Cerrito

April 14th

Teresa Chavez-Sauceda
Ann Custer
New Bridges Presbyterian Church - Hayward
Sycamore Congregational UCC

April 21st

Carol Czarnowski
Jan Shrock
Lafayette-Orinda Presbyterian Church - Lafayette
Elk Grove Congregational UCC – Elk Grove

April 28th

Bill & Barbara Dexheimer
Chuck & Myrdell Dybdal
First Presbyterian Church - Livermore
Eureka First Congregational UCC - Eureka

COMMUNITY PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Minutes for Regular Stated Meeting of Session

March 18, 2019

Called to order at 6:30 p.m. at the Hosmer home by checking in.
Elders present: Ruling Elders: Ann Custer, Myrdell Dybdal, Jim Hodges, Carol Hosmer, Cherie Persing and Joan
Schmitt; and Teaching Elder/Moderator Rev. Will McGarvey. A quorum was present.
Elders excused: Michael Capurro
Visitors: None
Mission statement was read by all and meeting opened in prayer by Moderator Will McGarvey.
Docket was read and approved as revised.
Approve minutes of February 9, 2019 Leadership retreat and of the Regular Stated Meeting of Session (the same
day) as submitted.
Consent Calendar: None
SPECIAL REPORTS:
Clerk of Session: New elder Ann Custer (2022) was installed, and Joan Schmitt (2020) and Cherie Persing (2022)
were ordained and installed Sunday, March 10, along with the FCCA Cabinet and ECSM Care team members.
Correspondence: Information on April 11th conversation with General Assembly Stated Clerk in El Cerrito was
presented for those who can go.
Pastor's Report: Bible studies and regular committee meetings. Boundary training at the Presbytery
Office. Nominating Committee call. Paul Kivel presentation with Showing Up for Racial Justice (SURJ) on
addressing White Supremacy. Ash Wednesday service at Clayton Valley PC. Started premarital counseling with a
young couple. CPM Meeting (my new Presbytery Committee assignment). Rainbows, Not Walls event on
Transgender immigrants. Keep Richard and Jerry in prayers.
Presbytery Meeting report: February 12, 2019 SF Presbytery meeting in Richmond, CA was reported on by Will
McGarvey, Myrdell Dybdal, and Joan Schmitt. Jim also attended.
Treasurer's Report: Report emailed by Cherie Persing 03-09-19. Budget looks good so far, but keep in mind it is a
deficit budget. Cherie will ask Nancye Blasingame to send the completed report for 2017. Cherie and Nancye will do
the 2018 financial review in June.
Care Team: Emailed minutes from Jude Stephens for 11-18-18, 02-19-19 and 03-10-19 meetings, the agenda for
01-20-19 meeting (no minutes) and the description of ECSM Care Team duties. Jude is on the nominating committee
for CPC for this year.
Event Coordinator: Report and Member application form received from Jessica Natal 03-11-19. The number of
events looks good so far. See below for action on the Member Application form.
Nominating Committee: No report.
Personnel Committee: No report.
COMMITTEE/MINISTRY REPORTS:
Building & Grounds: Yard Spring cleaning April 13 and 20th. Meet at 8:30, quick breakfast and work till 12:00.
Outside/inside work.
MSC to approve Kathleen Kirk family request for her memorial funds to be designated to replacing patio
covering in the courtyard. This will be publicized in ECSM News.
Christian Education: No report.
Fellowship: No report to date.
Outreach: Minutes emailed by Carol Hosmer 03-12-19. See below for additional items. Parking Lot Program is
ongoing, and Winter Nights is approaching. Carol has an insert for the bulletin. She will start taking signups for Winter
Nights after Easter. Robert Hosmer has agreed to spend the night each night while here. MSC to approve Winter
Nights for next year Dec 30 to February 24. Funding is in process. We will have access to Social Hall for Sunday
coffee hour and may provide meals on Sunday. We will not do two weeks next year but will help with SDA church on
the hill for meals.
Cherie will continue working on our costs to provide to Winter Nights for rental rates, including lost
rental income, etc. Pastor Will to meet at 2 pm April 9th with Cherie in Stoneman Room about costs.
Pastor Will promised to discuss coordination with the facilities coordinator about use of social hall during social hour
so, there is not disruption of church social hour.
Stewardship & Finance: Report emailed by Myrdell Dybdal 03-12-19. See below for action items.
Continues on page 10
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Worship Welcoming & Marketing: Reports emailed by Elaine Palmer 02-21-19 and 03-14-19. MSC
to Approve Special offering for Shepherd’s gate on Mother’s Day, May 12th, and for Church world service
offering from gifts on June 16th Father’s Day and 5th Sunday offering in June.
May 19th Rev. Andrea Goodman, Interfaith Peace Project, guest speaker to be paid from CPC
pulpit supply funds, item 5045. This is a normal committee decision from W-W+M.
NEW BUSINESS:
• MSC to approve Motion to waive the additional $100 in prior year rental fees receivable from Jessica in
appreciation of her ongoing support of office operations.
• Reviewed Just Faith Program proposal. MSC to allow Will to pay the $175 up front for the program from
his budgeted Pastoral Professional Expenses and have individuals who want to take part to pay the
$45/person materials fee for the 8-week program.
• Finance and Stewardship items:
▪ MSC to approve The Finance & Stewardship committee recommendation that the "member
rental rate" be increased from $100 to $125 effective April 1, 2019 for new rentals that have not
yet been booked and approve the new Member Application with slightly revised wording to
include staff.
▪ MSC to approve The Finance & Stewardship committee recommendation that Community
Presbyterian Church open a money market account at Self-Help Federal Credit Union with an
initial deposit of $40,000 as soon as possible. The approved signers on the account will be
Cherie Persing, Myrdell Dybdal and Carol Hosmer.
CONTINUING BUSINESS:
• Chris Persing has scheduled April 2nd to install the three FCCA crosses, weather permitting.
• Jim is to add ECSM Care Team description to the CPC Policies and Procedures Manual and bring it back to
Session for review next month.
• MSC to approve the following fundraising ideas from Carol Hosmer and ad hoc
• committee, with proceeds to go to the CPC general fund.
▪ Rummage sale, with setup on October 3-4, and the sale on Saturday, October 5. Betsy Sullivan
and Letha Arms will co-chair this event.
▪ Betsy Sullivan will promote a sheet and towels sale two weeks in April.
▪ Jude Stephens will do a Paint night fundraiser, with dates to be determined, probably in June
or September.
• CPC website update report. Cherie Persing will contact Jessica about her availability to help Leslie get up to
speed on the job. Will said he would carve out time to change some of the structural items (links, etc.) that
need to be revised.
• Buildings and Grounds items:
▪ Due to recent problems Leslie has experienced, much time was spent discussing her safety at the
church. Pastor Will is to draft a letter to police about lack of attention to go on both church
letterheads and be signed by each pastor.
▪ Cherie and Carol will talk with Letha having the Care Team research possible other alternatives
to giving out cards at the church and report back to Session next month.
▪ There was not time to discuss additional surveillance options.
• Outreach: Update on Parking lot program. Winter Nights staff have been using our supplies from the
cupboard. St. Isadore Catholic Church gave us cards to repay our expenses for these supplies to be
replenished. Carol has replaced some of the supplies and has some money left. Will is to clarify this
with Bill for better communication with Winter Nights’ staff.
• The Chapel Improvement Fund “Hearing loop”: No report.
• Continuing the conversation with the pastor: No report.
Meeting adjourned at 9:55 p.m. with Pastor Will closing in prayer.
Next Session Meeting: Tuesday, April 16, 2019 at the home of Joan Schmitt.
FCCA is scheduled to prepare April communion. Judy Hartz is scheduled to prepare communion for
Maundy Thursday Service.
Upcoming Presbytery meeting dates:
Tuesday, May 14, 2019 – Lafayette-Orinda Presbyterian Church
Respectfully submitted,
Jim Hodges
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Joint Calendar of Events April 2019
1

2

3

4

5

6
3 pm to 10 pm –
Private Event - SH

11:30am
– Fellowship
Lunch @ Black
Bear Diner

7

8

8:30am – Care Team
10:00am – Worship
11:45am – Easter
Choir Rehearsal

9
10:00am
FCC Bible Study
– CSR

6:30 pm Venture Crew – CSR
7:30 pm Boy Scouts – SH

4-7 pm M.C. –
Sanctuary &
classrooms

14

15
10:00am
FCC Bible Study
– CSR

10:00am – Worship
11:45am – Easter
Choir Rehearsal
4-7 pm M.C. –
Sanctuary &
classrooms

21

6:30 pm Venture Crew – CSR
7:30 pm Boy Scouts – SH

10:00am – Easter
Celebration

10:00am
FCC Bible Study
– CSR

3 pm to 10 pm – Private
Event - SH

10:00am – Worship
11:45am – FCCA
Cabinet Meeting

7:00 pm – 9:00 pm Troop 1903 & Pack 48 –
CSR

7:30 – 9PM M.C.
- CSR

16

17

10:00am
CPC Bible Study
- CSR

7:30 – 9PM
M.C. Sanctuary & 2
class rooms

18

7:00 pm – 9:00 pm Troop 1903 & Pack 48 –
CSR

24

6:30 pm Venture Crew – CSR
7:30 pm Boy Scouts – SH

19
6:00pm
– MAUNDY
Thursday
Service

11:30am
– Outreach
Meeting

Ecumenical Good
Friday Service
@ noon –
St. Ignatius of
Antioch

20
Bountiful Table
@ 11:30am - SH

7:30 – 9PM
M.C. Sanctuary & 2
class rooms

25

26

27
3 pm to 10 pm –
Private Event - SH

10:00am
CPC Bible Study
- CSR
7:00 pm – 9:00 pm Troop 1903 & Pack 48 –
CSR

7:30 – 9PM M.C.
- CSR

30
10:00am
FCC Bible Study
– CSR

13

12:00pm
- Worship/Marketing
Meeting

6:30 pm Venture Crew – CSR
7:30 pm Boy Scouts – SH

29

12

10:00am
CPC Bible Study
- CSR

23

*May newsletter
articles Due to the
9:00am – Easter Choir
Church Office today
Warm-up

28

11

7:30 – 9PM M.C.
- CSR

22

4-7 pm M.C. –
Sanctuary &
classrooms

10

10:00am
CPC Bible Study
- CSR
7:00 pm – 9:00 pm Troop 1903 & Pack 48 –
CSR

4-7 pm M.C. –
Sanctuary &
classrooms

Page 11

7:30 – 9PM
M.C. Sanctuary & 2
class rooms
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TIME DATED MATERIAL

April Events at ECSM
MAUNDY Thursday Service
Thursday, April 18th at 6:00pm in the Social Hall

Good Friday Service
Friday, April 19th at noon at St. Ignatius of Antioch
3351 Contra Loma Blvd. Antioch

Bountiful Table Lunch
Saturday, April 20th at 11:30am in the Social Hall

Easter Celebration
Sunday, April 21st at 10:00am in the Chapel.
Don’t forget to bring flowers or greenery for the Easter cross!
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