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Florida Green Apple Schools
FL Dept. Environmental Protection. 

Reduce environmental impacts and costs.  School 
operations are the biggest expense after salaries. 

Green Apple school can go on to be nominated for the national 
U.S. Department of Education Green Ribbon Schools 
recognition.  Principals and the District will be on board for 
the possibility of state and national recognition. 

Who:  Florida Department of 
Environmental Protection. 

What:  Application with six parts.
Pick three options per category. 

1. Waste Reduction (ex. Recycling and Composting)
1. Water Conservation (ex. low flow in new building, 50% of school)
1. Energy Efficiency (ex. Conservation and Renewable energy) 

1. Alternative Transportation (ex. Electric vehicle car charging and 
Bike to school programs)

1. Air Quality (ex. Filter cleaning schedule, no smoking)
1. Communications (PTSA Newsletter, announcements, website)

Where: Your school!  
• Delaney Reynolds addresses 1,000+ MAST students 

in January 2017.  

• They vote for a net zero energy school in five years!  

• Overheard by a 6th grader, “Can we sell lemonade to 
buy solar panels?”

Current Florida 
Green Apple 
Schools. 
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When: start any time, but to be considered for 
USDOE Green Ribbon award, a school needs to 
become a Green Apple school first. Green 
Ribbon application deadline is in December. 

Why: Green Schools are healthier for students, 
the planet, and save money. 

Save Money and Resources

● School operations are 
the biggest cost after 
teacher salaries. 

● Duval (Jacksonville) 
schools saved $100 
million in 5 years with 
energy efficiency 
programs and they are 
half our size! 

Better Learning Outcomes. 

● Green Schools are healthier. 
Better air quality and better 
learning outcomes. Buses are 
biggest CO2 emitters in the 
county.

● Close the gap (“hidden 
curriculum”) between what kids 
learn about the importance of 
conservation and how schools 
operate: i.e. bus idling, cold 
classrooms, poor recycling, 
cafeteria food waste. 

Largest districts (NYC, LA, Chicago) 
have sustainability plans.  Why not us?

More Why.  Every 
large district in 

the country has a 
sustainability 

plan.

Green Apple School Voices! 
● PTA Green Apple schools 

can have a collective voice 
here in MDCPS and in 
Tallahassee. [MAST 
pushed the district to get 
recycling back, eliminate 
straws and install solar.]

● The District can’t ignore 
a collective voice. 

● Get to know your 
overlooked zone mechanic 
and custodian. Your kids 
know them!

● We help establish the 
baseline and identify 
inefficiencies.  The District 
is not paying attention. 
They just pay the bills.  
Citizen science.

● Not enough zone mechanics.  
One mechanic often serves 
several schools.  

● Administrators too 
overwhelmed to pay 
attention to these money 
saving details. 

5 6

7 8



12/6/2020

3

How: The application. 
1. Waste Reduction. 

● Dream in Green for mini-grant 
funding. 

● Pepsi Recycle Rally. Free Bins
● Ikea for Paper bins
● Recycling across America for 

proper labels.

Waste and Recycling.
Ask the District to install a bottle filler and 

provide the strawless packaging. 

2. Water Conservation. Help your school find out 
what kind of upgrades they need. 

3. Energy Efficiency 
(ex. Conservation and Renewable energy) 

Good news: The district already uses an energy managment 
system. Get credit for that on your application. 
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3. Energy Efficiency 
● Energy Rebate from District. $.70/$1.00 

savings after first 5%. 
● Turn off the lights! (We still can’t figure out 

how to turn off the lights at night at MAST!)

Solar Installation: 
District to install solar on a few 
PE Shelters. Ask for your school! 

4. Alternative Transportation: 
EV charging, SchoolPool, bike to school, no idling

ng

5. Air Quality (non-toxic cleaning 
products, changing air filters…)

Products from 
S&D = school 
supply warehouse.
Buckeye Refill 
Sytem = 
Contact Albert 
Bednarek

abednarek@buck
eyeinternational.c
om
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6. Communications

May 2018 tweet to the Superintendent about the problem 
with recycling = Featured in the Center for Green Schools 
Advocacy Toolkit. 

● PTSA 
Newsletter

● Webpage: 
PTSA Tab: Go 
Green. 

● What’s App 
Chat.

6. Communications. Educate, Activate, Celebrate

● Updating 
the 
School 
Board 
Member

● School 
Board 
Meetings 

California, 
Colorado, 
Maryland, 
New York, 

North Carolina, 
South Carolina, 

Virginia.

Net ZERO Energy Schools: 
Dept. of Energy Program. Why not in FL?

ZERO Waste Schools: 
LA, NYC, Chicago, Charleston. 

Why not here? 
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Our kids are watching us. Let’s inspire them! 
MDCPS families asking 

Congress to pass legislation 
to reduce CO2.  

Nominated for the Nobel 
Peace Prize. 
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