
 

 

Welcome to 
Kindergarten at ECS

                   

Play. Explore. Think. Wonder. Learn.



What do you remember most about 
Kindergarten?



● Are CAPABLE 
● Curious and have a desire to learn
● Creative thinkers and problem solvers 

Kindergarten students...

● Deserve autonomy to make choices

WE BELIEVE IN EDUCATING THE WHOLE CHILD!

At ECS, we believe that Kindergarten students are...



The more complex the world becomes, 
the more creative we need to be to meet 
its challenges.                                              
     -Sir Ken Robinson 

Times are changing



Success in the global workforce of the 21st century requires that our children be 
skilled in…

● Collaboration: sharing ideas, active listening, compromising, flexible thinkers, shared responsibility

● Communication: oral/written/nonverbal, decipher meaning, media literacy

● Creativity: fluency, flexibility, originality, elaboration 

● Critical Thinking: reason effectively, systems thinking, make judgments and decisions, solve problems 

● Character: mindfulness, curiosity, courage, resilience, ethics 

Skills needed for success



How can we, at ECS, approach learning to support the needs 
of the 21st century learner? 



“Play 
enhances 
every aspect 
of children’s 
development 
and learning. 

Play is 
children’s 
window to 
the world 
…and paves 
the way for 
learning.”

Playful learning is when children develop their 
imagination and physical, cognitive and 

emotional strengths. As they master their world 
through playful learning, children develop new 

competencies that lead to the enhanced 
confidence and the resiliency they will need to 

face future challenges.

Think about how your child/children learn.



In a playful learning classroom:

● Learning is developed by students’ interests, exploration, curiosity and 
experimentation

● Learners work together to answer questions that are relevant and fascinating to 
them

● Learners don’t expect to get everything right first time, but can learn from their 
failures, and delight in their discoveries, understand that mistakes are 
opportunities

● Learning is based on skills and values that the students transfer and apply what 
they are learning in school to the real world



Schedule 

● Self contained
● Homebase: 40 minutes
● Literacy: 120 minutes                                                               
● Math: 90 minutes
● Environmental Literacy (Social Sciences): 60 minutes
● Specials: 50 minutes
● Lunch and Recess: 30 minutes each



Content Areas

Math
This is not the math you may remember: one “right” 
way to solve, and rote memorization of math facts.

We prepare students to become expert problem 
solvers, by introducing students to use many strategies, 
gain a deep understanding of mathematics, and to 
share their thinking with those around them.

We follow PA Core Standards for our content and foster 
mathematical practices that connect with these 
standards. We make connections between math and 
our daily lives, the natural world, and problems we 
need to solve.

Literacy
Workshop Model

The Mini-Lesson is where the teacher teaches 
the students
 a skill or strategy through demonstration and 
direct instruction

Work Time is when the students are reading and 
writing and directly applying the lesson they just 
learned. This is also when teachers conduct 
small groups and individual conferences with 
students.

Share Time is when students have the 
opportunity to share with the rest of the class 
how they used the skill or strategy just learned 
or reinforced in the mini-lesson.



Content Areas

Environmental Literacy
Environmental Literacy is a place to explore the 
connections between social studies and science. 
Students explore a complex essential question and 
delve into the content and skills needed to construct 
knowledge and connections to the focus question. 
Students learn how to make informed decisions, both 
individually and with others, concerning the 
environment and the community, and become willing to 
act on these decisions to improve the well-being 
of other individuals, societies, and the global 
environment.  The Environmental Literacy Block 
connects students with their "place,” and ultimately 
encourages active civic engagement.




