MJC Poultry Science Flies South For the Winter- First Atlanta, then Anaheim

	From February 12th through the 14th, the Modesto Junior College Poultry Science Program visited Atlanta, Georgia for the International Production and Processing Expo. The Expo is the largest of its kind in the world. Companies from all aspects of the Poultry Industry exhibit their products, software and equipment at this show. It was held at the Mercedes-Benz Convention Center - the same venue as the Superbowl! The trip was made possible through a grant from U.S. Poultry Association which hosts the student portion of the event. Modesto Jr. College students joined over 800 students from colleges from all over the U.S. Mrs. Boyd and the following students attended: Caitlyn Bruzdzinski, Julia Orlando, Megan Flory, and Megan Yoder. Students participated in industry coordinated interviews for potential internships with large poultry companies including Cobb, Koch Foods, Maple Leaf Farms, Perdue Farms and Pilgrims. A few students sat in on a keynote presentation hosted by Dr. Juan DelVillena discussing Antimicrobial Use in Processing Plants. The group had the pleasure of visiting with past Modesto Junior College students as well, including Elizabeth Hudson, who is currently at Texas A&M, Jared Campbell, at CSU Fresno, and Ashley Ruzicka at Mississippi State and even making new friends with students from Texas A&M. Overall, it was a great trip that created lasting memories for all of us that attended. 
	A week and a half later, Mrs. Boyd and more of her students took to Anaheim for the Pacific Egg and Poultry Association Conference. Attendees listened to discussions and presentations including guest speaker Mr. Steven Ford, son of President Gerald Ford, discussed climate change and greenhouse gases with Dr. Frank Mitloehner, as well as politics regarding agriculture in the coming years with agriculture lobbyist Dennis Albiani. Those attending the conference from Modesto Junior College were Caitlyn Bruzdzinski, Jared Thatcher, Julia Orlando, Megan Yoder, and Morgan Nunes. Julia, Morgan, and Jared presented their research projects to industry members, MJC Poultry Science entered their scrapbook of the 2018-2019 school year and took home second place, and 4 MJC students received scholarships. Congratulations to Julia Orlando, Morgan Nunes, Megan Yoder, and Lili Llamas on taking home Western States Poultry Scholarships! Students and Mrs. Boyd also took a moment to enjoy the happiest place on earth- visiting with Mickey, Minnie, and Goofy, and enjoying rides, churros and corndogs. The group also caught up with former MJC students Audri Farmer,  Breq Bedell and Denton Corbin! We are always happy to see our past Poultry Science students and revel in the success they are having in life.
	We look forward to seeing everyone at the Poultry Science club`s next meeting- Wednesday March 6th at 4:30 pm! Mention this article and receive a prize! Regularly attending Poultry Science Club meetings gives you a better chance at attending these events, so be sure to stop by and check out the Club`s Instagram for information on meeting and event times! (@mjcpoultry)
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