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Explanation of Terms

Accessible: During the observation, children can reach and use the required material or
equipment. A material simply being present in the classroom does not necessarily mean
that it is “accessible.” Regular practice should be to provide access almost all the time
children are ready to play, unless engaged in another activity they enjoy

Restrictive Furnishing: Seats, highchairs, cribs, or swings that are designed to calm
infants. Infants should not be placed in these restrictive items for long periods of time.

Lapse: A lapse in access occurs when children are prevented from using materials when
they are awake, are not involved in routine care, are ready to play, and not receiving
positive interaction from the provider. This includes waiting/transitions and non-engaging
group times.

Weather Permitting: Means there is no public health warning due to temperatures that
are too high or too low, or active precipitation such as rain or snow. Scheduled outdoors
time should be modified so children can go out if the weather allows.

Engaged: Means children are interested and paying attention, which is different than just
being quiet and well-behaved. Children may lay or sit quietly but unless they show
interest in some way, they are not actually engaged.

Ample: Children have plenty of space to move freely and enough materials and
furnishings for the number of children enrolled in the group (not just present on the day of
the observation). Ex: Cubbies large enough to hold all personal belongings.

Resources:

e Great Start to Quality ERS webpage

e Purchase an ITERS-3 Scale Book for $25.95

e Sign-up for the Loop for information, news and resources from Great Start to
Quality

e Email Kristen Howard, Assessment Manager, Great Start to Quality,
ERS State Anchor

Funding from the Office of Great Start within the Michigan Department of Education supports the implementation of Great Start to Quality.
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https://greatstarttoquality.org/ers-3/
https://ers.fpg.unc.edu/node/47
https://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/manage/optin?v=001eRSZkYocednXMeZnIkH07IvMhh0O8V_OwgOUt1uzVC-GfOU7MeQknxUG6c88wiGyCp5R2U40G5g6LZg1x4dEZy27fLv8_LMwqydVuKFgbr3svnTSVmvizWEqWMP8s-N2wKruExM9SoTMrQ_9rSMiZSty8ZDmho6-V5P6sdxWeFY%3D
mailto:khoward@ecic4kids.org

