
 

WMCHealth extends DSRIP work with $1M in grants 
 

The Westchester Medical Center Health Network said Thursday that it has awarded 10 
nonprofits $1 million to help connect community members to primary care, behavioral 
health and social services. 

The grants aim to serve as a transition from the state's Delivery System Reform 
Incentive Payment program, which encouraged collaboration between hospitals and 
community organizations. The five-year, $7.4 billion program ended March 31, and the 
federal government denied the state's request for an extension. But Performing Provider 
Systems with money remaining from the program can use it to fund "promising 
practices" that serve the program's goal of reducing avoidable hospitalizations. 

The grants range from $50,000 to $133,000. The awardees are Access: Supports for 
Living, Family Services, Family Services of Westchester, Lifting Up Westchester, Mental 
Health America of Dutchess County, Open Door Family Medical Centers, People USA, 
Rockland Paramedic Services, the Guidance Center of Westchester and the Institute for 
Family Health. 

Some of the projects are tackling issues that have become more acute during the 
Covid-19 pandemic and the related economic downturn. Lifting Up Westchester is 
receiving $75,000 to help homeless individuals find and retain permanent housing. 
Open Door is using a grant in the same amount to create an electronic screening and 
referral system to connect people with food and other social needs. 

The nonprofits can use the grants to generate data to demonstrate their value to 
insurers, said Joshua Ratner, WMCHealth's senior vice president for network strategy 
and development. 

"Managed-care companies have to see the value of providing a stable environment to 
community members and that paying for a physician visit, a virtual visit or access to 
healthy food are all important in paying for health," Ratner said. "Managed-care plans 
have to appreciate that and establish contracts with community-based organizations to 
sustain this work."  
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