
 

Bronx residents to protest proposed outpatient 
drug-treatment center 
Bronx residents will hold the latest in a series of protests aimed at stopping an 
outpatient substance-use clinic from opening in the Throggs Neck section of 
the borough. 

Miracle City Center would provide individual and group counseling to people 
recovering from addiction to alcohol and drugs. It would not dispense 
medication such as methadone at the site, said Andrea Corson, chief 
compliance officer at Miracle City Center. 

The clinic at 2800 Bruckner Boulevard, which has been in development since 
2017, has met fierce opposition from locals who have won the support of 
Assemblyman Michael Benedetto, newly-elected state Sen. Alessandra Biaggi 
and Councilman Mark Gjonaj. 

"Every community does this. It's called NIMBY: not in my backyard," Corson 
said. The politicians "heard opposition and want to get re-elected, so they side 
with their constituents. There's unfortunately misinformation and untruths 
being circulated in the community. It's not a methadone clinic." 

Egidio Sementilli, a community organizer who lives in the Pelham Bay section 
of the Bronx, said the for-profit lacks credibility and has no track record of 
providing outpatient treatment. 

Sementilli said people in need of services could go to programs at Montefiore 
Medical Center or NYC Health + Hospitals/Jacobi. 

"This is not a medical group saying, 'We've done this before,'" he said. "We're 
going to have people loitering in the neighborhood and drug dealers coming 
there because you are going to have people looking to sell their product to 
these unfortunate individuals. It's in a residential area." 

Throggs Neck's rate of drug-related deaths, 19.5 per 100,000 residents, was 
50% higher than the citywide average during the three-year span from 2015 to 
2017, according to the city Health Department. Other sections of the Bronx, 
particularly the South Bronx, had among the highest rates of drug-overdose 



deaths in the city. Mott Haven was the hardest-hit neighborhood, with 40.4 
drug-related deaths per 100,000 people. 

Corson said she has tried to inform the community of Miracle City's plans by 
speaking at the local community board and merchants’ association. Those 
efforts have failed to ingratiate her with area politicians, who have ignored her 
requests to provide letters of acknowledgment to the state Office of 
Alcoholism and Substance Abuse Services. The letters, which do not 
necessarily signal support, are needed to win approval from OASAS. 

A spokeswoman for Biaggi shared a letter the senator sent to the state in 
June opposing the clinic. Biaggi wrote that the site's proximity to a residential 
neighborhood and an early-childhood education program made it 
inappropriate for an outpatient treatment center. She noted that the site would 
not serve the community as it is inaccessible by public transportation. The 
site, off the Bruckner Expressway, is two and a half blocks from a bus stop—
less than a three-minute walk. 

"I've had several conversations with community members who have informed 
me of their concerns regarding 2800 Bruckner," Biaggi said in a statement 
to Crain's. "While there is a clear agreement among us that there is an opioid 
epidemic that must be addressed, it has become apparent that the 
circumstances surrounding Miracle City at 2800 Bruckner do not meet the 
needs of the community." 

Miracle City provides home and community-based services in the Bronx to 
individuals with serious mental illnesses and substance-use disorders. The 
patients also often have chronic medical conditions, such as COPD and 
hypertension. 

"These are people who have been in and out of the hospital," Corson said. 
The program is designed "to get them the services needed to prevent further 
hospitalization."  
 


	Bronx residents to protest proposed outpatient drug-treatment center

