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How New York will spend its nearly
$1B Meta settlement

The Meta logo is seen at the Vivatech show in Paris, France, on June 14, 2023. (AP
Photo/Thibault Camus, File)

By CAYLA BAMBERGER | cbamberger@nydailynews.com | New York Daily

News

~NLim TA e~ A Al AAAr- P AA A ARA FT


https://www.nydailynews.com/author/cayla-bamberger/
mailto:cbamberger@nydailynews.com
https://www.nydailynews.com/news/
https://www.nydailynews.com/news/education/
https://subscription.nydailynews.com/MTRDigital?ofrgp_id=10529&siteCode=1NYDN&g2i_or_o=Internet&g2i_or_p=MG2PW05&g2i_source=DI&g2i_medium=toaster&g2i_campaign=mg2pw05-FG24&G2I_ActionId=134308&returnUrl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nydailynews.com%2F2026%2F08%2F26%2Fnew-york-meta-settlement-funds-explainer%2F%3FclearUserState%3Dtrue

New York will receive around $1 billion from Meta for mental health services and
education as part of a larger settlement in a watershed trial over teen social media

addiction, New York Attorney General Letitia James announced Wednesday.

The final payout will land between $819 million and $1.15 billion, depending on
whether other social media giants — such as YouTube and TikTok — also agree to
settle.

“With significant new resources for our communities and comprehensive restrictions
on Meta's platforms for young people, we are taking a major step towards breaking
the cycle of social media addiction,” James said in a statement. “This groundbreaking
plan sets a standard of reforms for all social media platforms, and I will continue to

work to extend these protections across the industry.”

Theodore Parisienne / New York Daily News
New York Attorney General Letitia James is pictured in Queens on Friday, July 31, 2026.
(Theodore Parisienne / New York Daily News)

The funds are intended for a mixed bag of services and programs for kids “to repair
the harms of unhealthy social media use and prevent future damage,” according to a
news release from the attorney general’s office.

Programs eligible for the funds include grants to schools to implement New York's

school cellphone ban, training for mental health professionals who work with young
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This school year is the second with phone restrictions in place statewide. The Daily
News has reached out to the attorney general’s office for more information about
how the grants will be divided across the state, and when schools could see the

funding.

Cell phone pouches are pictured on the first day of school at HBCU Early College Prep High
School in Queens, New York, on Thursday, Sept. 4, 2025. (Michael Appleton / Mayoral
Photography Office)

The settlement with Meta is the largest reached with one company in the history of
the New York attorney general’s office, according to the release.

“Children in New York and nationwide are suffering while companies like Meta reap
immense profits by intentionally addicting them to their social media platforms,”
James said. “We cannot allow social media companies to continue fueling the
growing rates of low self-esteem, isolation, and depression among our youth.
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