
 

Staten Island to get $12M health center 
 
The Community Health Center of Richmond is planning to open a $12.3 million clinic at 100 
New Dorp Plaza on Staten Island. 

The federally qualified health center is seeking approval from the state for the clinic, which it 
says will help to fill a gap in services in the area. 

The only health center in the ZIP code is one at New Dorp High School, operated by Staten 
Island University Hospital, the center noted in a certificate-of-need filing. The new clinic would 
be more accessible for residents than the center's site on the North Shore of Staten Island. 

The center noted that it's goal is to help reduce disparities in care in underserved communities, 
regardless of insurance status or ability to pay. 

And the Covid-19 crisis pinpoints the necessity of more local care, said Henry Thompson, CEO 
of the center. 

"Unfortunately, through this crisis, it highlights the need for additional community health 
facilities," Thompson said. Prevention as well as early detection and management of chronic 
conditions is essential. 

"It's our belief that everyone should have a primary care home," Thompson said. "The need to 
increase access to primary, comprehensive, quality health care is certainly paramount." 

Construction on the new clinic is expected to start in January, with an opening date before the 
end of 2022. It's expected to serve about 5,000 patients through more than 16,000 visits a year 
and is being funded through a grant from the Health Resources and Services Administration 
and private financing. 

The clinic will focus on primary as well as dental care. Behavioral health services also will be a 
priority. 

"Even as we come out of this crisis, there's a lot of mental health support that's not only needed 
for essential health care workers but the community and families at large," Thompson said. 
"Being able to have behavioral health tools [is something] we're starting to also look at in order 
to integrate it into our health care delivery model so that we can treat all the needs of the 
patients." —Jennifer Henderson 
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