
 

There is so much to be Grateful for as my favorite holiday approaches.  Thanksgiving reminds 

us all about the many things to be grateful for.  Even in this crazy year of COVID-19 I look 

forward to being able to celebrate this truly American holiday. 

We are being admonished to keep our celebrations small.  To maintain our “Healthy 

Distancing”.  To wear our masks and avoid hugging our loved ones.  We are trying to figure 

out how best to continue our coveted traditions while remaining safe.   

We are saddened by the cancellation of the Macy’s Parade, restrictions on travel, and the 

confusing football schedule. Yet, we still have so much to be grateful for. 

I am reminded that this year, more than every year past, that every day warrants a celebration. 

November is filled with days worth noting.  

On November 1st we returned to Standard Time and got that hour 

of sleep we lost in the spring back.  I enjoyed every minute of that 

hour.  Now for those lamenting an extra hour in 2020, fear not, 

when we got to Spring forward during the height of the pandemic 

we were grateful to lose the hour of sleep.  

November 3rd, Election Day is 

finally here.  I am grateful that I 

was able to vote in another 

election.  It has been amazing to see the record turn-out at the 

polls.  I had to wait on line for the first time in 40 years at my 

polling place.  I look forward to the end of the political ads and 

barrage of phone calls and e-mails inviting me to support 

candidates near and far with my time and money. 

On November 11th we honor our military veterans. We take a 

moment to thank those who have served our country to 

preserve the freedoms we hold dear.  Veterans Day 

commemorates the Armistice with Germany marking the end of 

WWI – the war to end all wars.  Signed on the eleventh day of 

the eleventh month on the 11th hour.  Veterans Day will be 

forever celebrated on the actual day.  An attempt to make it a 

Monday holiday failed as it is so important to remember the 

actual day. 
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My grandfather served in WWI and my dad in WWII. They served this country with grace and 

dignity and believed in what America stands for as a beacon of hope and freedom to the rest 

of the world.  Thank you Grandpa.  Thank you Dad.  Thank you to all who have served and 

continue to serve so that we might sleep safely in our beds.  

Of course, as the month nears it’s close we reach the 

climax.  My favorite holiday of all.  Thanksgiving.  The 

holiday that reminds us to take a moment and give thanks 

for all our blessings.  No matter what the year has put in 

our path.  No matter what challenges we have faced and 

continue to face.   

Take this day and spend some time in gratitude.  Thank 

God for his blessings.  Thank your spouse for their love 

and support in good and bad times.  Thank your family for 

loving you warts and all.  Thank your friends for being 

there when you need them. 

Be thankful for the roof over your head and the food on your table because there are many out 

there that do not have these basic things.  Be thankful for your health no matter what it’s state 

may be.  Be thankful that you may be able to turn things around by changing things in your 

control.  If you can not change the path, be thankful for each day you are still here and make 

the most of it. 

I can remember my dad in his eighties making the toast at the holiday meal.  He would raise 

his glass and toast “I’m still here!”.  He celebrated each day, found joy in even the simplest 

things, was always learning and interested in you and what you were doing.  He left us 

unexpectedly at the age of 90.  His life well-lived, he passed with no regrets knowing he was 

loved and his life had made a difference. 

Our Thanksgiving celebrations may be a bit smaller this year.  We may be missing loved ones 

that were lost to the pandemic or other causes.  We also may be celebrating the new lives that 

have joined our family circle.  We may not be traveling to be together in person but may find 

us Zooming with our loved ones in a strange hybrid gathering. 

However we celebrate.  Celebrate in gratitude.  Celebrate you must.  Just think if you can’t be 

together for a large family gathering you may have to cook your own turkey dinner.  You know 

what that means? 

It means that you will have all the wonderful leftovers to enjoy for the week to come! 

I am so grateful to hear that this year many of the stores 

have decided to be closed on Thanksgiving Day.  I never 

understood the need to go shopping on Thanksgiving 

Day.  For me, it is a day dedicated to family and friends 

and not for shopping. This year, more than any other year, 

we need to be together on Thanksgiving Day. 

Even Black Friday will be different this year.  In fact, many 

retailers have declared it Black Friday every day this 

month with amazing sales already in place to reduce the 



crowds. Now that is something to be grateful for.  Who 

really loves the pushing and shoving and chaos of Black 

Friday shopping.  No thank you for me. 

Me, I think I will be doing my Christmas shopping in small 

local stores or on-line this year.  The sales have been 

fantastic and I am grateful to have the option to shop from 

the comfort of my home. 

So you see, there truly is so much to be grateful for even in 

2020.   

I welcome November with a heart full of gratitude my friends. 

I invite you to do the same. 

I am grateful for each and every one of you. 

Be Blessed, 

Be Grateful, 

Be Safe and Healthy out there. 

Happy Thanksgiving! 
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