RAW (Racism at Work) – June 2021 Newsletter
 In January of this year Coming To The Table - RVA introduced a new initiative to our circle of activities - RAW (Racism at Work) and the RAW Truth series. Our aim is to expose participants to the historical events and policies that form the deep roots of systemic racism and to serve as a call to action against the many forms of systemic inequity that continue to unfairly disadvantage the lives of African Americans and other people of color in Richmond and beyond.  Through education, we can develop a path to racial equity, justice and healing. Four RAW Truth topics have been presented on this path:
· Racism vs Systemic Racism, presented by Dr. Sabrina Dent 
· Richmond’s Unhealed History, presented by Rev. Ben Campbell 
· Racism at Work in Economics and Community Wealth Building, presented by Thad Williamson, PhD
· Racism at Work in Housing and Personal Wealth Building, presented by Janae Craddock, Esq. and Martin Wegbreit, Esq. of the Central Virginia Legal Aid Society
These four presentations by local experts provided the audience with new insights, knowledge of Richmond’s racial disparities, and spaces and places in which the audience can get involved to help alleviate these inequities.
Thank you to all the amazing presenters who donated their time, knowledge and expertise to help make our inaugural set of Raw Truth sessions a huge success. Thank you to the dedicated RAW Working Group for their diligent commitment to making these RAW Truth sessions a reality: 
· Sandra Taylor, Jim Evans, Ron Alpern, Jerry Swerling, Latoya Williams, Danita Rountree Green (Co -Convener), Midge Falconer (Co-Convener)
· Hayat Bain and Matthew Hayes for Communications and Technology support, and 
· Dr. Ray Tademy, Clarence McGill and Robin Mines for serving as Hosts and Moderators. 
This was the RAW Village that came together to bring these outstanding sessions to all of you. A job well done indeed!  
Thank you to all of the CTTT-RVA members and friends who attended RAW‘s opening sessions. We are inspired by you, our participants, for your commitment to making Richmond a more racially just community.
Another round of presentations is being planned for next Fall. 
In the meantime, look for an announcement this Summer that introduces the RAW Library. Videos, summaries, and reference material associated with sessions presented to date will be posted to this new CTTT-RVA website feature. 
Future CTTT-RVA newsletters will announce details of our Fall 2021 RAW Truth series and suggest ways in which new volunteers can aid the efforts of the RAW Working Group. 
- submitted by Midge Falconer for the RAW Working Group


