
New CTTT-Richmond Reparations Circle Seeks to Repair What Is Broken 

 

“We are in a moment in American history 

when reparations are high on the national 

agenda. As a result, CTTT-Richmond, 

meaning every member who is reading this, 

faces an opportunity and an obligation to take 

action that will help repair what has long been 

broken in Richmond and beyond.”  

With those words Danita Green, co-founder 

of CTTT-Richmond, announced the formation 

of a new Reparations Circle charged with 

engaging CTTT members, community 

leaders, and outside experts in creating and 

implementing a plan of action that will 

address the urgent reparations issue. 

 

“We live in the former capital of a breakaway nation whose economy was based on slavery. Some of us are 

descendants of enslaved people. We are the largest, most active chapter of Coming to the Table in America. 

And our deep experience bringing diverse people together to break down barriers could be decisive in the hard 

conversations America faces,” Green continued. “We cannot avoid variations on two classic questions: If not 

us, with our mission and experience, then who?  And if not now, when we are observing 400 years of systemic 

racism that took root in our own back yards, then when?” 

Martha Rollins, also a co-founder of CTTT-Richmond, elaborated on how CTTT’s mission virtually imposes on 

it a key role in the reparations challenge: “Our mission is ‘to provide leadership, resources, and a supportive 

environment for all who wish to acknowledge and heal wounds from racism that is rooted in the United States’ 

history of slavery.’ It is hard to imagine an issue that is more compatible with our mission than reparations. We 

intend to provide leadership by taking action that others can replicate. Every resource at our disposal, including 

our extensive network, highly engaged membership, and unparalleled experience, will be committed. And we 

will provide a supportive environment by doing what we do best: bringing disparate people together around the 

table to discuss, but more importantly take action, to at least partially counter the sorry history of racism in our 

city, our state, and our nation.”             

As part of its work the Reparations Circle will develop CTTT-Richmond’s answers to such fundamental 

questions as, what exactly do you mean by reparations? Why are they relevant and necessary today? And, 

how would they be implemented?  

  

Its approach will be based on several foundational principles. First, the opinions, support, and involvement of 

the full CTTT-Richmond membership will be crucial to success. Second, it will avoid “top down” approaches of 

the sort that have consistently failed in the past and will instead favor grassroots community efforts aimed at 

building relationships and affecting cultural norms. And third, to avoid the “It’s too complicated an issue to 

solve” trap often cited by cynics, it will break the issue down into its many contributing causes and address 

them individually. These include historical inequality in housing, property rights, education, public health, job 

opportunities, and social justice, among others.  

     


