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19th Annual Gabriel Gathering to be held Sunday, Oct. 10, 
at the Shockoe Bottom African Burial Ground

This year’s theme: Reclaiming Sacred Spaces

Sunday, Oct. 10, will mark the 221st anniversary of the day the great slave rebellion leader Gabriel was executed at the town gallows at what is now known as the Shockoe Bottom African Burial Ground. 

As we have done every year on that date since 2003, the Sacred Ground Historical Reclamation Project of the Virginia Defenders for Freedom, Justice & Equality will hold its annual Gabriel Gathering at the burial ground. The program, scheduled for 5 to 6:30 p.m., will focus on sites in the Richmond area that are sacred to the Black community and are in some stage of reclamation and memorialization.

Confirmed program speakers include:

Pamela Bingham - Direct descendent of Gabriel and the family historian
Ana Edwards - Chair, Sacred Ground Historical Reclamation Project
Jarene Fleming - Descendents Council of Greater Richmond, Va., speaking on the East End & 
Evergreen cemeteries
Lenora McQueen - Descendent of people interred at the Shockoe Hill African Burying Ground (written 
statement sent from her home in San Antonio, Texas)
Joseph Rogers - Activist, educator & descendent of James Apostle Fields, a formerly enslaved man 
who was the last African-American to serve in the Va. General Assembly before the Jim Crow era
Lynetta Thompson - Co-founder, Community Unity in Action 
Phil Wilayto - Editor, The Virginia Defender newspaper

Following the program, there will be a light display hosted by Networked Public Spaces, demonstrating the impact of sound and air quality on the environment and its role in struggles for social justice.
The Shockoe Bottom African Burial Ground is located just north of East Broad Street between I-95 and the CSX railroad tracks. Parking is available in the lot just south of East Broad Street.
For more information, please see the Facebook page “Reclaiming Sacred Spaces: 19th Annual Gabriel Gathering,” the website sacredgroundproject.net or call or text 804-644-5834.
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The Virginia Defenders for Freedom, Justice & Equality is an all-volunteer organization founded in 2002 to work for the 
survival of our communities through education and social justice actions. The Defenders publish The Virginia Defender, 
a quarterly newspaper with a press run of 15,000 copies available in 13 cities and counties in the state.
