"Not everything that is faced can be changed,
but nothing can be changed until it is faced." 

James Baldwin


Books and resources for & about Children

Talking to Kids About Racism and Justice: a list for parents, caregivers & educators – link from Oakland Public Library with LOTS of resources

The Skin I’m In, by Pat Thomas
Best for Ages 4 - 8
Your Name is a Song, by Jamilah Thompkins-Bigelow
Best for Ages 4 - 10
I Promise, by LeBron James
Best for Ages 8 - 12
Just Mercy (adapted for Young Adults), by Bryan Stevenson
Best for Ages 10 - 16

White Kids Growing Up with Privilege in a Racially Divided America
Margaret A. Hagerman

Overview of book: American kids are living in a world of ongoing public debates about race, daily displays of racial injustice, and for some, an increased awareness surrounding diversity and inclusion. In this heated context, sociologist Margaret A. Hagerman zeroes in on affluent white kids to observe how they make sense of privilege, unequal educational opportunities, and police violence. In fascinating detail, Hagerman considers the role that they and their families play in the reproduction of racism and racial inequality in America.
White Kids, based on two years of research involving in-depth interviews with white kids and their families, is a clear-eyed and sometimes shocking account of how white kids learn about race. In doing so, this book explores questions such as, "How do white kids learn about race when they grow up in families that do not talk openly about race or acknowledge its impact?" and "What about children growing up in families with parents who consider themselves to be 'anti-racist'?"
Featuring the actual voices of young, affluent white kids and what they think about race, racism, inequality, and privilege, White Kids illuminates how white racial socialization is much more dynamic, complex, and varied than previously recognized. It is a process that stretches beyond white parents' explicit conversations with their white children and includes not only the choices parents make about neighborhoods, schools, peer groups, extracurricular activities, and media, but also the choices made by the kids themselves. By interviewing kids who are growing up in different racial contexts - from racially segregated to meaningfully integrated and from politically progressive to conservative - this important book documents key differences in the outcomes of white racial socialization across families. And by observing families in their everyday lives, this book explores the extent to which white families, even those with anti-racist intentions, reproduce and reinforce the forms of inequality they say they reject.


https://www.metroparent.com/daily/parenting/parenting-issues-tips/talking-about-race/books-to-explain-racism-to-your-kids/ - link to the following books

The Colors of Us, by Karen Katz
Best for Ages Birth – 4

Antiracist Baby, by Ibram X. Kendi
Best for Ages Birth - 4

Let’s Talk About Race, by Julius Lester
Best for Ages 2 - 5

The Other Side, by Jacqueline Woodson
Best for Ages 4 - 8

A Kid’s Book About Racism, by Jelani Memory
Best for Ages 5 - 8

Something Happened in Our Town, A Child’s Story About Racial Injustice, by Marianne Celano, Marietta Collins & Ann Hazzard
Best for Ages: 5-10

The Day You Begin, by Jacqueline Woodson
Best for Ages: 5-8

Not My Idea: A Book About Whiteness, by Anastasia Higginbotham
Best for Ages: 6-10

This Book is Anti-Racist, by Tiffany Jewell
Best for Ages: 10 – 18

Stamped, by Jason Reynolds and Ibrihim X. Kendi
Best for Ages: 10 – 14

March, by John Lewis, Andrew Aydin and Nate Powell
Best for Ages: 12 – 18

A Few Red Drops: Chicago Race Riots of 1919, by Claire Hartfield
Best for Ages: 10 – 15

Black Enough, edited by Ibi Zoboi
Best for Ages: 10 – 18

Fun link for kids 

Seasame Street – I Love My Hair
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=enpFde5rgmw

