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It is my great honor to be part of Law 
School...Yes We Can, a life-changing 
organization. Although it’s apparent that 
we change the lives of our Fellows, what is 
not so obvious is that we are also positively 
impacting an entire community, which has 
committed to a mission bigger than any one 
individual.

The planning of this celebration to honor 
the first LSYWC graduating class caused 
me to reflect on the magnitude of what we 
started. When I became a member of Judge 
Arguello’s LSYWC team five years ago, I 
joined a community of six very focused and 
committed individuals who had an idea. 
Today, we are a community of committed 
individuals, firms and companies more than 
five hundred strong!

I am struck with awe at the quality and 
expertise of the hundreds of lawyers and 
law students who have committed four years 
of mentoring or to teach the substantive 
programs we offer. When LSYWC reaches 
out to the legal and professional community 
for assistance, it is met with enthusiasm 
and generosity, as you can see from the 
impressive list of Patrons who gave to this 
celebration.

One of our initial funders was the Latino 
Community Foundation of Colorado, which 
showed its belief in us before we had much 
of a track record. Last year a group of 
LSYWC board members met with Carlos 
Martinez, the Executive Director, to share 
with him how we had grown and what we 
had accomplished. Carlos quickly cut to the 
chase by asking, “What percentage of your 
Fellows will graduate college?” When we 
told him that it would be nearly one hundred 
percent, he pointed out that that was an 
outstanding and significant figure. The 
focus of LSYWC is ultimately on law school 
matriculation, but our work has impacted 
the lives of these students in so many other 
ways that are simply a by-product of what 
happens when a community rallies around 
a cause, is passionate and committed, and 
proceeds as one. LSYWC has accomplished 
much and we recognize that It Took a 
Village to do so, and I thank you!

Several years ago, I wrote that the common 
challenge that motivated the creation of Law 
School...Yes We Can was the need to drown out 
the delegitimizing “no” that many bright minds 
hear when they dare to dream big dreams, 
such as “I want to be a lawyer.”  It is a “no” that is 
directed at them merely because they do not fit the mold of 
what someone thinks a lawyer should be.  Law School...Yes 

We Can has met this “no” with the resounding “Yes, 
We Can - Sí, Se Puede” of almost 200 hundred 

lawyers who came together to dedicate time 
and treasure in making the dream of law 

school a reality for our Fellows. 

This is an exciting time in the life of 
Law School.…Yes We Can. Today, 
four years later, we find ourselves 
celebrating on many fronts.  We 
celebrate our workshop presenters, 
the law schools, the law firms, the 
corporations, and all of our other 
supporters who comprise the 
Village that helped us beat the 
odds in establishing a thriving 
organization that gives our fellows 

the skills and training to position 
themselves as competitive law-

school applicants.  We celebrate our 
Mentors who walked next to the Fellows 

and provided a listening ear, words of 
wisdom, and that extra inspiration when it 

was most needed.  Most importantly, today 
we celebrate our Fellows who have scaled 
their Mount Everest and successfully completed 
their college education and will begin the 
next phase of their trek towards joining us as 
colleagues and fellow officers of our Colorado 
courts.  

In short, we are celebrating the Village which 
came together to help us ensure the success of 
our mission of making the legal profession 
more inclusive.

Editor’s Letter

The Legal 
Community 
Standing 
Together
Law School…Yes We Can came into 
being because its founders believed 
that our Colorado legal community 
could stand together to accomplish an 
important mission – a mission with which 
the legal profession as a whole has 
struggled with for years – the cultivation 
of a legal community as diverse as the 
population bound by our laws.  

By Judge Christine Arguello
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LAW SCHOOL...YES WE CAN 
DEMOGRAPHICS

16.1%83.9%

GENDER

Mentoring is often meeting, questioning, 
inspiring, guiding, and encouraging. It is 
important to understand the ground that we 
build upon and the results we are producing. 

The Numbers 
That Tell 
The Story

NATIONAL STATISTICS

Only 12.7%  

lawyers are people of 

color nationwide, as 

compared to 40% of 

the US Population.

RACE OR ETHNICITY

African 
American 

12.9%
Asian  

3.2%
Latino or 
Hispanic 

79.1%
White 

12.9%
Native 

American
1.5%
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GPA

98% 
carried a 
3.0 GPA 
or higher

33% 
carried a 
3.5 GPA 
or higher

12% 
carried a 
3.8 GPA 
or higher

EDUCATION

RESULTS

We Have 
Cracked the 
Code to the 
Attainment 
GAP • Mentoring in a profound way

• Exposure to the legal profession

• Building the soft skills of professionalism

• Creating a community of support

COMPARE: Studies have shown what this 
underprivileged population experiences. 
These are the dismal statistics:

100   students enter ninth grade

 65   will graduate from high school

 29  will go on to a university

 20  will make it two years

 9   will graduate, but it will take  
them 6.5 years

44% are first generation high school graduates

76% will be first generation college graduates

98.4% of our Fellows who started with 
Law School...Yes We Can will graduate.
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We have presented

53 workshops and events. 

We have administered  

68 Myers-Briggs assessments.

Our Fellows & Mentors met 

1,464 times.

IT’S BEEN FOUR YEARS

What Have 
We Been

Mentors, Board Members, 

and Instructors have volunteered 

19,317 hours, which 

equals 804.8 days or 

2.2 years of time!

Our Fellows have taken  

305 practice LSATs.

Our outreach committee made 

87 presentations.

Board Members traveled 

125,673 miles.

Busy Doing
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Today there is a unique opportunity to help.
Donate $30 or more to Law School...Yes We Can and receive my fifth book.  

It’s an audiobook and it’s launching today! 

A Lawyer’s Guide to Creating a Life, Not Just a Living.
Twenty-six of my friends tell me their stories and share what they have learned along the way. Some of those 
friends are the founders, creators, and supporters of LSYWC: Judge Arguello, Dr. Ramos, Judge Ramirez,  
Miko Brown, Antonio Gallegos, Mark Yonkman, and Lorenzo Trujillo. 
All together there is a broad spectrum of lawyers joining me. They come from the Public Defender’s office and 
the City Attorney’s, solo practices and big national firms, corporate settings and government, academia and  
the bench. 
You will hear in their own voices what they overcame to have a sense of fulfillment, what they discovered  
about themselves, and how they achieved their equilibrium. 
I guarantee their words will move and inspire you! They are ordinary lawyers doing extraordinary things. 

They created a life, not just a living. 

We have 
done much, 
but there is 
still much 
to do. 

I dedicate this audiobook, a labor of love, to my mother, Helen Lucero, who instilled in me a 
good work ethic and a belief that I could do anything I set my mind to. In her eighties, Mom 
reminds me that I’ll never be too old to follow my passion!
I have lived in Miami for over thirty years and it is said you can never go home again. Not 
so! In 2012, I made the decision to spend more time with my mother. It was in the middle 
of the recession, and figuring out a way seemed insurmountable. But where there’s a will, 
there’s a way. 
A wonderful thing happened. I landed on the solution: open a Denver office to do what I 
do—help lawyers with business and professional development. 
It has proven to be the best decision I have ever made. The time I am spending with my 
mother and family is priceless! And being on the board of Law School...Yes We Can has 
been inspiring. 
Thank you to everyone who has welcomed me home!

Here’s a Preview

Life Isn’t a 
Straight Line

Judge Christine Arguello, 
U.S. District Court Judge, District of 
Colorado 

“Unfortunately, many 
people stay in situations in 
which they are unhappy 
and unfulfilled merely 
because they are afraid of 
change. I have never been 
afraid of change.”

Dr. Joseph Ramos, Personal 
injury attorney and medical doctor

“I began to ask, is this 
really what I want to be 
doing? Is this really all 
there is?”

It’s Time to Take 
Ownership of YOUR 
FUTURE. 

Create a life of your 
own making—a life 
you want—and have 
the courage to make it 
happen.

• Let your passion drive 
you.

• Embrace change with 
a sense of adventure.

• Make a difference in 
your life and the lives 
of others.

• Celebrate progress 
and shake off 
adversity.

Change is hard, and it 
takes time. 

So the sooner you get 
started,the sooner your 
NEW life will become a 
reality.

And I wish you all the 
goodness you have ever 
imagined!

Are You Just Interested 
or Are You Committed?

Judge Roberto Ramirez, District Court 
Judge for the 17th Judicial District in Colorado

“I didn’t know it at the time, but it 
was at that moment that I found 
my passion, in the same way 
some people refer to what they 
do as a calling. “

Are You Pre-Programmed?

Miko Brown, Trial attorney at Davis 
Graham & Stubbs, defending high-profile 
companies in catastrophic personal injury 
lawsuits nationwide

“This path took a terrible toll on 
me and my family. Not only was 
I unhappy, but I was spending 
more and more time and energy 
focusing on my firm instead of the 
people and legal practice I love.”

Finding Your Niche: It 
takes courage, vision,  
and tenacity.

Antonio Gallegos, Senior Corporate 
Counsel, Leprino Foods, and formerly Of 
Counsel at Greenberg Traurig

“In this three-way battle for 
time, workload and family 
often won, leaving business 
development to the side.” 

Work-Life Balance?

Mark Yonkman, Managing Partner, 
KMY Enterprises, LLC.and former Senior 
Vice President, General Counsel and 
Secretary of M&T Bank Corporation

“When I look back on my 
career and transitions that 
I made, it took me two jobs 
in Denver to realize that I 
needed to take the sabbatical 
and go cold turkey.”

What Does a Third Act Look Like? Retirement?

Dr. Lorenzo Trujillo, Attorney, educator and musician. 
Professor at Metropolitan State University of Denver and former professor 

and dean at the University of Colorado Law School

“Aristotle taught us a long time ago that what you do 
repeatedly is who you are. Well, I know who I am now after 

close to seven decades of pursuing the same passions.”

A Few Last 
Words 

A Box Set Created 
Exclusively for the  

It Took A Village 
Celebration.

Get one for yourself and 
additional ones to share with 
your friends and colleagues. 
It’s a limited edition and 100% 
of today’s proceeds will go to  
Law School...Yes We Can.

Donate $30 & receive 1 box set

Donate $125 & receive 5 box sets

Donate $250 & receive 10 box sets

Outside this event the book will only be 
available via download.
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Spirited

My wish, 
for you, 

is that this 
life becomes 
all that you 
want it to.”

No one knows what the future will bring; however we can 
ensure that the foundation is solid and be surrounded by people 

who support you and inspire you! We are a vast village that 
celebrates the accomplishments of our graduating class of 

Law School...Yes We Can Fellows and Mentors.

TEAM JESSE
Jesse Zamora, Reuben Aguirre, Matt Cron, 
and Elizabeth Espinosa Krupa

JESSE ZAMORA 
As my life and career continue to 
progress, I am amazed at the vast 
amount of opportunity and experiences 
that are ahead. My experience at 
Goodwill Industries of Denver as a 
Work Skills Instructor has given me the 
chance to experience what it is like to 

serve the community on a face-to-face basis. Helping program 
participants gain employment into jobs that meet their needs 
and goals has been a rewarding experience that I hope to 
continue to grow. I see law school as a pathway to maximizing 
my impact in the community. I consistently identify areas where 
legal help is needed but not always given, and hope to one 
day be the person the community can go to when they need 
specialized help. I believe that experiences on the way to law 
school will fortify my ability to serve in the future in the legal 
profession. I strive to find the ones that will broaden my world 
perspective and understanding, and give me experiences I 
never anticipated. That is why I am looking at many career 
pathways that include graduate school and the military.

REUBEN AGUIRRE
Upon reading Jesse’s application to 
LSYWC I immediately knew Jesse 
was special. As a mentor I’ve learned 
more from Jesse than I could have ever 
hoped to teach him.

Jesse fights back, even when it seems 
like the odds are stacked against him. While preparing for the 
LSAT, Jesse fought through an illness that would often keep him 
from being able to concentrate or study. But he kept studying 
and took the test anyway.

While studying for the LSAT, Jesse held multiple jobs at once 
to help support his family. When he didn’t immediately get 
the score he wanted, he didn’t give up. He fought back, tried 
harder, kept studying, and took the test again.

Jesse’s background, heritage, and culture are different from 
those of many of his peers. Rather than hiding his differences, 
he shares them with others, attempting to build understanding 
and fight ignorance. Rather than pretending to be someone 
he’s not, he seamlessly melds the different worlds of being an 
immigrant, from a low-income background, a first generation 
college graduate, and aspiring lawyer—all into a prime 
example of a leader for our community. He is incredibly 
deserving of this honor.

MATT CRON
It has been my pleasure and a 
tremendous experience to mentor 
Jesse over the last several years. Jesse 
has faced significant obstacles in his 
life. A hard-working first generation 
son of immigrant parents, he didn’t 
have the same financial security or 

resources many of us did growing up. He was raised in a 
poor, rural Colorado community. Yet through his perseverance 
and tenacity, he has achieved tremendous success, including 
becoming the first member of his family to graduate from 
college.
 
Jesse deserves to be extremely proud of his accomplishments. 
But I have always been particularly impressed by his desire to 
reach for even greater heights. When I first began mentoring 
Jesse, I hoped that I could impart valuable wisdom and advice 
about pursuing a legal career. Through this mentorship, 
however, I feel that I have been the true beneficiary, as Jesse’s 
exemplary work ethic, resiliency, and genuine compassion 
toward others have truly inspired me. Jesse has never forgotten 
where he comes from or the people in his life who have 
supported him. Nor has he ever lost sight of the fact that many 
brilliant, hard-working students are sometimes robbed of 
opportunities because of circumstances outside their control: 
class, race, national origin—and today, the vilification of 
immigrants. Though he has decided to put aside law school for 
now and is exploring other ways to effectively advocate for his 
community, I have no doubt that he will be highly successful in 
his life and future career.

TEAM LEXI
Alexis Clark, G. Matthews, 
Greg Szewczyk, and Franz Hardy

ALEXIS CLARK 
Law School...Yes We Can has helped 
me know my dreams are obtainable 
and make them become a close reality. 
This program has helped me gain an 
understanding of my future aspirations 
and the tools to achieve them. Judge 
Arguello created a networking system 

of very knowledgeable and powerful people that are there 
for you and want your success. It is amazing to know that 
when I have a question, the answer is just an email or phone 
call away. I have three mentors who have guided me in many 
different ways and have given me advice on different topics, 
such as the classes I should take in college, the importance of 
internships, getting involved in clubs, and overall just providing 
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a role model as what to do. Although I have three mentors, 
there are so many people in LSYWC that are also willing 
to help you and have taken me under their wing. Attending 
meetings and workshops has given me the knowledge to 
achieve my future career goals. I now want to be a mentor 
for other people, because I see what having my mentors and 
LSYWC has done for me. Not only are the mentors great, but 
also I have gained some friends within Law School...Yes We 
Can. I love seeing the people in my class and even keeping 
in contact with them outside of the events. It is nice to be in a 
community of people with similar goals and who come from 
similar backgrounds. LSYWC is instilling confidence and 
knowledge in the future leaders of tomorrow, and I am just so 
fortunate to say I will be one.

G. MATTHEWS
I cannot think of a single significant 
accomplishment of mine that has not 
been accompanied by the strident 
support of mentors.  Despite being 
equipped with the requisite intellectual 
skill set to achieve in law school, I 
can say with confidence I would not 

have received my J.D. or be flourishing as a young attorney 
of color without the guidance of folks too numerous to name.  
My participation in Law School...Yes We Can is my effort to 
pay it forward all of the benefits I have received from other 
attorneys.  This program also allows me to be a small part of 
a major effort to transform the legal profession into one that is 
more inclusive, compassionate, and welcoming, and for that I 
am sincerely grateful.  

GREG SZEWCZYK
By the time I had the honor of meeting 
Lexi, I feel like she pretty much had 
it all figured out. She knew where 
she wanted to go, and, maybe more 
importantly, she had the maturity to 
figure out a plan to get there. I was 
very impressed with that kind of 

foresight from someone as young as Lexi, but I soon learned 
that this was par for the course for her. As anyone who knows 
her can tell you, Lexi is not just incredibly bright, but has 
an unbelievable work ethic and can-do mentality. And it’s 
contagious. After talking or meeting with her, I’d find myself 
motivated and inspired.

Lexi, I consider myself lucky to have been one of your mentors. 
I’m proud of what you’ve accomplished so far, and I’m excited 
to see you keep going. Congratulations!

FRANZ HARDY
As a mentor, I feel like I’ve learned a 
lot from Lexi over the last four years. 
She has perseverance and a strong will 
to succeed. College is an interesting 
time. There are a lot of distractions, 
some good and some not so good. 
However, I soon learned that Lexi was 

not interested in those things that could distract her from her 
ultimate goal—graduating with high grades to move onto the 

next stage of her life. And while we had serious conversations 
about her would-be major, courses, and areas of study, she 
always had a great attitude and perspective. Lexi was always 
upbeat and optimistic. She has a great combination of will 
and positive attitude. Maybe, she may have learned something 
along the way from me. I certainly learned a lot from her. I 
can’t wait to continue to follow her during the next stages of 
her life. Lexi, I’m proud of you! 

TEAM ALMA
Alma Hinojosa, Sabrina Yip, 
Azucena Rascón and Jennifer Lee Sullivan

ALMA HINOJOSA
LSYWC has impacted my college 
experience by the immense support I 
have received. College has not gotten 
any easier for students of color; it 
continues to be a challenge. But having 
the support from people who look 
like me and who can relate to my 

experiences has been the most powerful impact I have had. 
They have shown me that I can do whatever I put my mind 
to—because they did it; therefore I can too. 

The program has changed my perception of what the legal 
profession is by showing me that when there is work to 
be done in our community we need to come together as a 
collective and make change. It’s not just about your everyday 
life in the courtroom or in the office. It is also about helping 
make a change in the communities we belong to outside of 
the profession. This amazing program is working toward 
making an impactful change to do something about the lack 
of diversity and inclusion in the legal field. It is programs like 
LSYWC that create a rippling effect in a positive and impactful 
change in our communities that goes along way to students 
like myself.

JENNIFER LEE SULLIVAN 
If I had to choose one word to describe 
my experience serving as a mentor for 
Alma Hinojosa, it would be “joyful.” 
Alma infuses everything she does 
with a sense of purpose, but also a 
sense of fun. She is always herself—
authentic to the core—and she expects 

people around her to be just as real. I admire the way that 
she knows where she comes from and who she is, and applies 
that self-knowledge to make decisions about her schoolwork, 
extracurricular activities, priorities, and career. My relationship 
with Alma has caused me to remember my own college 

years, and how hard it is to balance work with school. Alma 
strikes this balance with grace and grit. Her influence has also 
inspired me to consider what I love about my own career, 
and what I would change about it. Alma is a person who is 
not complacent, and spending time with her inspires one to 
improve in ways big and small. I am excited to see where 
Alma goes in life, and to continue to support her in everything 
she does. Whether she becomes a practicing attorney, an 
education policymaker, a legislator, or something else, she is 
sure to make positive change with her endeavors.

TEAM JASMINE
Jasmine Luna, Marika McKeown, 
Cristal DeHerrera, and Juan Villaseñor

JASMINE LUNA
Before joining LSYWC, all I knew 
about law was what I had learned in 
mock trial. When I thought of law, all I 
imagined was criminal and civil cases 
being tried in front of a judge. After 
being part of the program for four 
years now, I have been exposed to so 

many other areas of the law. I have discovered that areas such 
as transactional work and employment discrimination are of 
interest to me, and I can’t wait to be able to further explore 
them in law school! Being a LSYWC fellow has also benefited 
me tremendously when it comes to preparing for the LSAT. 
Receiving tips from everyone has been so helpful because 
I had no idea what the LSAT consisted of before taking a 
practice test through LSYWC. I can’t imagine struggling on my 
own on the LSAT without the constant help and support from 
everyone at LSYWC. It is so special to me to have people who 
not only want to see you succeed, but are willing to help you 
succeed. Thank you to everyone involved in LSYWC!

JUAN VILLASEÑOR
I feel very lucky to be one of Jasmine’s 
mentors. For the last four years, 
it’s been an amazing experience 
to see her grow and get closer to 
her childhood goal of becoming a 
lawyer. One of my favorite traits 
about Jasmine is that she’s naturally 

curious and always open to new experiences about the legal 
world. Want to meet a Colorado Court of Appeals judge? Yes! 
Interested in shadowing me so you can learn what a federal 
prosecutor does? Sure! Are you game for participating in a 
speed-mentoring event for lawyers? Of course! Jasmine never 
turned down an opportunity to learn something new. When 
she becomes a lawyer, Jasmine undoubtedly will be very 
successful. 

TEAM TOMAS
Tomas Manriquez-Hernandez, 
Zachary Al-Tabbaa, Daniel Spivey, 
and Scott Martinez

TOMAS MANRIQUEZ-HERNANDEZ 
Facing the loss of loved ones to 
violence and drugs and shouldering 
the responsibility of an American 
dream calibrated my focus to blow out 
the likely result of my circumstances. 
Yet, as I’ve learned, not every 
battle should be won through lone 

determination. My mentors were unique in this respect as 
they engaged this naive ideal and catered to other needs 
unseen by me. Each was selected with my career goals, my 
personal interests, or even that die-hard habit in mind. Some 
sent much-needed care packages; some simply took time to 
be an ear and a guiding hand outside of the circles of family 
and school. Most important, though, were their respective 
roles in demystifying a career in law. The reality of long hours 
and significant personal and financial sacrifices rang true in 
each of their lives. But so did a conviction to help his or her 
own family, the greater community, or the city as a whole. 
Law school was always my objective, but the path and reason 
for it was unrefined. It was only after hours spent under this 
program that their wisdom and resolve steadily forged my 
path. As a proud son of Denver and the Mexican farmers 
that set me on this journey, I’m in awe of all the support this 
organization has provided—guidance and support that would 
never have otherwise been available to me. 

ZACHARY AL-TABBAA
I have had the honor of being Tomas’s 
mentor, but admit that at times I 
find myself learning more from his 
experiences than I can teach. The 
realization that life-changing events set 
people onto unknown and sometimes 
treacherous paths is epitomized in the 

life of Tomas. Adversity at every step, racism and prejudice 
around every corner, and peer pressure and temptation to 
ease the burden of hard work are the norm for Tomas. But 
Tomas’s dedication to his goals outshines the distractions and 
keeps him focused. Tomas embodies perseverance. Tomas has 
experienced loss, both competitive and personal, but instead 
of cowering away in self-loathing, he picks himself up and 
wipes the dirt off his shoulder. Tomas views loss as experience, 
not failure. If plan A doesn’t work out, Tomas has a plan B; if 
plan B falls through, then Tomas will try plans C, D, E, F, and 
so on, until he accomplishes the goal he set out to do. Tomas 
is driven, but even the most dedicated of boxers need a corner 
man. I made it my goal as Tomas’s mentor to not only help him 
get into law school, but to be there in his corner whenever he 
needs me.

Determined

Unbridled
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DANIEL SPIVEY
Immediately upon meeting Tomas 
and learning about his background, 
I was sure he was going to be an 
outstanding college student that would 
go on to law school and become a 
great lawyer. After getting to know 
Tomas over the past few years, I know 

he will not only excel at law, but will be the type of lawyer that 
gives back to his community and uses his talents to promote 
positive change. The primary characteristic I have noticed 
about Tomas is that he is such a thoughtful young man, and 
I believe this will serve him well in the future. I have learned 
a lot from mentoring Tomas and I am immensely proud of 
him and how he has handled himself on his journey through 
college and to law school.

TEAM JENNY
Jennifer Tamariz Bautista, 
Adrien Anderson, and Meredith Rose

JENNIFER TAMARIZ BAUTISTA
LSYWC has allowed me to make my 
dreams into reality. The idea of going 
to law school was intimidating, and 
I never thought I would some day be 
able to attend law school—until I met 
Judge Arguello. Without her passion 
and drive, none of this would have 

been possible. Because of Judge Arguello’s vision, LSYWC 
came to fruition and now, more than thirty-eight fellows have 
the support and opportunity to fulfill their dreams. Having my 
mentors’ support throughout these past four years has made 
all the difference in my college experience. They are people I 
know I can always count on and can continue to count on as 
I advance my career as a leader in social justice. Although I 
received my master’s degree, I am still determined to attend 
law school. LSYWC has taught me I can earn a Juris Doctor 
and continue to work in the social service field, where I will 
be able to develop more tools to advocate for others. Thank 
you for supporting LSYWC and believing in a program that is 
creating an everlasting impact on the lives of LSYWC fellows. 

ADRIEN ANDERSON 
When I first met Jenny in 2014, she 
was graduating from high school and 
on her way to Loyola in Chicago. She 
had an interest in social work, and 
law school was a long-term goal. 
After a couple of years, however, 
Jenny decided she loved social work 

and would complete a dual bachelor’s-master’s program, 
and that law school was out of her sights. By the end of three 
years, Jenny completed her bachelor’s degree, began her 
master’s classes, and graduated from her undergraduate 
program. Then, through the wonderful Judge Arguello, Jenny 
landed a summer internship at Molson Coors, which was a 
game-changer. Jenny spent a phenomenal summer in Denver 
working on global brand strategies and development with 
a peppering of legal work and loved it! Since then Jenny 

has reconsidered law school and completed her final year 
in her master’s program. Jenny has made a postgraduate 
commitment to work in a high-need social work environment 
for a couple years, but then plans to attend law school with an 
interest in corporate law. Very similar to my own story working 
as a teacher before pursuing a career in securities law, Jenny 
has carved her own path. She has discovered that she can 
be great at and passionate about unrelated career paths and 
pursue experiences in both. Jenny has an extremely successful 
and diverse future ahead of her and I cannot wait to watch her 
grow over a lifetime.

TEAM VIRY
Viridiana Valdez, Malea McKeown, 
Adelita DeHerrera, and Damian Arguello

VIRIDIANA VALDEZ
Being a part of LSYWC has had a 
great impact in my professional and 
personal life. It is through this program 
that I found motivation at times to move 
forward when it became difficult to do 
so. LSYWC has opened so many doors 
for me in terms of networking and has 

allowed me to meet many people that have served as mentors 
and helped guide me in the right direction. It has also been 
through this program that I have confirmed over and over 
again I am heading toward the right path in my career and 
that becoming an attorney is what I was created to do. I will 
always be grateful for this program—everyone associated with 
it not only made me believe but made me know that everything 
they do is from the heart and because they really want to see 
me succeed and achieve my dreams. 

ADELITA DEHERRERA
Congratulations and best wishes to 
Viry!

As a mentor for Viry, I am thrilled 
to join you all in celebrating Viry’s 
success! Viry has exemplified 
Determined Confidence her entire 
college career. I first met Viry the 

summer before her freshman year. While this is usually a 
time of nervous wonderment for incoming freshmen, Viry was 
clearly confident in her chosen path and determined to make 
the most of her four years. We met with Viry nearly every other 

month during her time at the University of Colorado in Boulder 
and it was clear to us that she challenged herself with difficult 
classes, showed her strong work ethic in maintaining a job on 
campus, and continued to volunteer with community groups. 
Throughout this time her confidence in her ability to follow her 
path never waned. Four years later, she accomplished what 
she set out to do and has taken small speed bumps in stride, 
knowing that she will stay on her path and take advantage of 
the lessons life throws her way. I am so happy to have been 
part of her journey and looking forward to the next one!   

TEAM DIMITRIUS
Dimitrius Wells, Nic Heinke, 
Philip Nickerson, Mark Yonkman, 
and Amy Diaz

DIMITRIUS WELLS 
All of the conversations I have had 
with mentors were always interesting. 
I can think of two moments that have 
still stuck with me today. The first was 
a conversation that Eliseo and I had 
regarding the LSAT after word got out 
that many of us weren’t going to take 

the LSAT immediately after taking the LSAT class. I remember 
Eliseo saying, “You are one of the most confident, determined 
persons I’ve ever met, and if I know you like I think I do, I know 
that you’re procrastinating this LSAT because you have a score 
in your head that you want, but don’t think you can achieve.” 
Eliseo was right, and then proceeded to say, “You are going 
to take that LSAT and kick its ass. Stop playing around and 
just do the damn thing.” That conversation still sticks with me 
today and has honestly been one of the driving forces for me 
taking matters into my own hands and knocking out this LSAT. 
I know that there are odds stacked against me simply because 
of the color of my skin, and that statistically, people of color 
don’t perform as well as others on standardized tests. Being 
in this program, seeing the diversity, and having such support 
has made me realize how many people are truly rooting for 
my generation as well as diversity in the work force, which 
motivates me and makes me feel optimistic about the legal field 
in the future. I can’t wait till I and my friends in this program 
are lawyers (coming fresh out of our dream law schools) and 
being everything that we always saw ourselves to be.

MARK  YONKMAN
It has been a delight to work with 
Dimitrius.  Engaging, funny and 
indomitable, he reflects the true spirit 
of Law School…Yes We Can.  One 
of the keys to success, and perhaps 
the most important, is perseverance.  
Dimitrius embodies this.  He questions 

and re-examines the choices he is making in college and for 
his career in a thoughtful and constructive way.  While the 
road to success is always under construction, Dimitrius will be 
able to navigate that road with his indomitable spirit.  I have 
no doubt that Dimitrius has a brilliant career ahead of him.

NIC HEINKE
Being a mentor to Dimitrius through 
LSYWC has been an incredibly 
rewarding experience. From the 
moment I met him, Dimitrius’s zest for 
life was obvious and contagious. He is 
so bright and thoughtful about what he 
wants, and yet always willing to listen 

to advice and reconsider his path as he continues to learn and 
grow as a person. Many people enter the practice of law for 
the wrong reason, or for no reason at all. It is so refreshing 
to see Dimitrius really think about why he wants to attend law 
school, what he wants to do, and how best to get there. I have 
been inspired by his never-ending quest for happiness and his 
dedication to finding the right path. Frankly, I feel like he has 
mentored me far more than he has been mentored by me. I am 
proud to be a part of his journey.

PHILIP NICKERSON
It has been my pleasure to play a small 
part in Dimitirius’s undergraduate 
career. What Dimitrius does not know 
is that I may have taken away just as 
many lessons about life from him as he 
did from me. To list but a few…

1.  Things are not always what they seem. Seek a deeper 
understanding of the issues and events this world presents.

2.  Foster a desire to experience the world through your own 
eyes; it may take you to faraway places—like Dubai.

3.  Individualism can be a great asset. Do not be afraid to 
blaze your own trail and explore.  

Dimitirius, I encourage you to never lose your individualism. 
Instead, continue to use it to your advantage as you continue 
the next steps in life. Thank you for teaching me lessons I never 
expected, and I wish you the best of luck, even though I am 
confident you will not need it.

Unshakeable

Gutsy
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SUCCESS
To laugh often and much; 

to win the respect of intelligent people  

and the affection of children; 

to earn the appreciation of honest critics  

and endure the betrayal of false friends;

to appreciate the beauty; 

to find the best in others; 

to leave the world a bit better, whether by  

a healthy child, a garden patch  

or a redeemed social condition; 

to know even one life has breathed  

easier because you have lived.

This is to have succeeded!

– Ralph Waldo Emerson

TEAM IVETTE
Ivette Villa, Shelley Mixon, 
Corelle Spettigue, and Lalonnie Gray 

IVETTE VILLA 
All of my mentors understood my 
college experience: I grasp the pen 
with my right hand, hold the paper 
with the left, and write continuous 
equations that describe the initial 
speed (v1) of an object of mass (m1) 
as it exits a tank of volume (V) to 

determine mass flow rate (Q_dot). I sigh with relief as I hand 
my professor the wrinkled paper and confidently walk away. 
What could go wrong after I have spent six hours on a three-
problem assignment? I stare at the computer with a sunken 
heart as I read my grade: D. Tears roll down my face, followed 
by a panicked feeling upon realizing my exam is three days 
away. It was at this moment I knew I had to make a choice: try 
harder or pursue law school with the support of Law School...
Yes We can. 

I made a choice. I chose Chemical Engineering because it 
challenged me; even when failing at it over and over again, 
I found joyful purpose in my education. It took me double 
the time and countless erasers to complete assignments, but I 
had faith. However, the fear of disappointing LSYWC made 
me unsure how to communicate the struggles I was bumping 
into, especially since LSAT practices were coming up. When I 
did bring it up, LSYWC mentors reassured me that no matter 
what I chose to pursue, I must do it with grit, followed by 
their overwhelming support and good wishes. I was given the 
gift of persistence and knowledge during a time when I was 
facing continuous failure. I felt incredibly blessed to have every 
person in LSYWC complement who I am in a constructive and 
respectful manner. LSYWC are mentors, but most importantly, 
they exemplify the characteristics they try to inculcate in the 
Fellows. 

Thank you LSYWC, I am proud to say I am a future Chemical 
and Biomedical Engineer.

LALONNIE GRAY
The best part of being a mentor is 
the opportunity to pay it forward and 
make an impact on someone else’s life. 
As a mentor, I have an opportunity to 
build up my mentees’ confidence and 
skill sets. I am able to provide guidance 
and knowledge to my mentees. I am 

also able to understand my mentees’ motivations, goals, and 
skills. It is a rewarding experience to watch my mentees grow 
and mature into who they are today. It is particularly fulfilling 
to be a mentor with Law School...Yes We Can. With LSYWC, 
there are times when all three mentors are able to meet with 
a mentee at one time. This group setting allows all of us—the 
mentors and mentee—to gain valuable allies and a sounding 
board. The relationship that I have developed with my mentor/
mentee group is a benefit to all. I feel very fortunate to be a 
mentor to two Law School...Yes We Can Fellows.

SHELLEY MIXON
Mentoring Ivette reminded me that 
preparing young adults to enter law 
school sometimes means recognizing 
and accepting when law school may 
not be the right course, or at least it 
may not be the right course right now. 
My own shift in career focus not only 

made it possible for me to embrace Ivette’s decision to pursue 
advanced education in math and science rather than entering 
law school, but also to help her see that such a change could 
be a step sideways—and not backward—to a path that allows 
her to climb higher than she ever imagined, and that being 
true to herself would take her farther down the path than 
anything else.

Brave
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CLASS OF 

2015 
MENTORS
ELLEN ALIRES-TRUJILLO 
Attorney
Colorado Legal Services 

SEAN AYS 
Principal
Ays Legal Services Ltd

JOHN BALES 
Associate  
Kutak Rock LLP

CODY BARELA 
Associate  
Sherman & Howard

ALEJANDRO BARRAZA 
Attorney
Riverside Public Defender

COURTNEY E. BUTLER 
Associate 
Joseph Law Firm PC

ALEXA CARRENO
JD 2019
DU Sturm College of Law

CICI CHENG 
Associate 
Holland & Hart LLP

MARANDA S. COMPTON 
Of Counsel 
Van Ness Feldman, LLP

LUIS CORCHADO
City Attorney
City of Thornton

TOMEE CRESPIN
Judge
17th Judicial District Court

CAYLA CRISP 
Associate  
Wilkinson Barker Knauer

MONICA CUEVA
Staff Attorney
RAICES

AUBRIE EKMAN
Associate General Counsel
JLT Specialty Insurance Services Inc.

ARIANA C. FLORES
Associate
Schafer Thomas Maez PC

JASON GALLARDO
Account Executive
CRL Associates, Inc.

JONATHAN GENEUS
Associate
Jackson Lewis

ELLEN GIARRATANA 
Judicial Law Clerk 
Colorado Court of Appeals

DONNA GONZALES
Associate
Stinson Leonard Street

JENNIFER HELLAND
Principal
Knies, Helland & McPherson

CRISTINA PEÑA HELM 
Attorney 
Denver City Attorney’s Office

MARTINA HINOJOSA
Associate 
Butler Snow LLP 

BARBARA HUGHES
Judge
4th Judicial District Court

CHAD JIMENEZ
Associate
Ballard Spahr

SATVIR KAUR
JD 2019
DU Sturm College of Law

ALLISON KOSTECKA 
Associate 
Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher

MICHAEL LANDIS
Attorney
The Public Interest Network

PHILIP LOPEZ 
Attorney 
Colorado Attorney General’s 
Office

MONICA K. LOSEMAN 
Partner 
Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher 

CHRISTINE LYMAN
Director, Legal Affairs
Arrow Electronics

MELISSA MACDONALD 
Associate 
Akerman LLP

KEVIN MCADAM
Associate
Holland & Hart LLP

SANDRA MCCARTHY
Attorney
Hall Render Killian Heath & 
Lyman

SEAN MCDERMOTT
Principal
McDermott Stuart & Ward

JESSICA MEZA 
Attorney 
Colorado Public Defenders

VICTORIA ORTEGA Assistant 
City Attorney 
City and County of Denver

SARAH PARADY 
Partner 
Lowrey Parady, LLC

KATIE SAUNDERS
JD 2019
CU College of Law

GLENN SCHLABS 
Member 
Sherman & Howard L.L.C.

CASEY SHEA
Attorney
Disability Rights Maryland

CARLA SOLIS 
JD 2017 
DU Sturm College of Law

CAITLIN STOVER
JD 2019
CU College of Law

MICAH SUCHERMAN
Director, Dispute Mgmt.
SRS Acquiom

TONYA J THOMPSON 
Assistant Director 
Jeffco Public Schools

VERONIQUE VAN GHEEM
Sr. Asst. Legal Counsel
Colorado State Court 
Administrator

SUSIE VELASQUEZ
Attorney 
Weld County Public Trustee
 
LETITIA WALKER 
Legal Director - Patents
Merck

HANNAH JANNICELLI 
WESTMONT 
Associate 
Polidori Franklin Monahan & 
Beattie LLC

FELLOWS
ALEXIS CANO 
University of Northern Colorado

CENDY DE LA TORRE 
University of Colorado—Boulder

ASHLEY FISHER 
University of Colorado—Boulder

MATTHEW HINZE 
University of Northern Colorado 

BECCA HUERTA 
Baylor University

VICTORIA PRICE 
HUSHER 
University of Denver

CAROLINA LUNA 
CASAS 
Loyola University—Chicago

DEISY MUNOZ VIESCA 
University of Colorado—Boulder

BRITTANY M. SOLOMON 
Colorado State University-Ft. 
Collins

KEVIN SULLIVAN
University of Colorado—Colorado 
Springs

CLASS OF 

2016 
MENTORS
SONIA ANDERSON 
Associate
Husch Blackwell 

TONY ARIAS 
JD 2018 
DU Sturm College of Law

WILLOW ARNOLD 
Attorney

GILLIAN ASQUE
Attorney
US Environmental Protection 
Agency

ABBY BROWN 
Attorney 
Dentons US LLP

KEVIN M. BROWN 
Associate
Paul Plevin Sullivan & 
Connaughton LLP

ASHLEY E. CALHOUN 
Attorney 
Akerman LLP

RENEE A. CARMODY  
Assistant Denver City Attorney 
Denver City Attorney’s Office 

VIOLETA CHAPIN 
Professor 
CU College of Law

MELISSA L. CIZMORRIS 
Associate 
Akerman LLP

OSCAR COBOS
Lexis Associate
LexisNexis

APRIL CONNALLY 
JD 2018 
CU College of Law

NICOLAS CORDOVA 
JD 2018 
CU College of Law

KIKI COUNCIL 
JD 2018 
CU College of Law

NINA DISALVO 
Executive Director 
Towards Justice

JOHN DWYER 
Associate 
Gibson, Dunn, & Crutcher

TERRY FOX 
Judge 
Colorado Court of Appeals

MARCI FULTON
Assistant Dean
CU Collge of Law

ALEX HOOD
Attorney
Towards Justice

ZACHARY HUEY 
JD 2018 
CU College of Law

GAIL JOHNSON
Principal
Johnson Brennan and Klein

AMY KAPOOR 
Associate  
Johnson, Brennan and Klein

ALEXIS KIRKMAN 
Corporate Counsel
SendGrid

MAURIE KNAIZER 
Retired Attorney 
Former Assist. AG

LINDSEY KNAPTON
JD 2018
CU Collge of Law

LYDIA LULKIN 
JD 2018 
CU College of Law

JASON A. MÁRQUEZ
Senior Partner
Modern Family Law

JAMES MARSHALL 
JD 2018 
CU College of Law

SANDRA MCCARTHY
Attorney
Hall Render Killian Heath & 
Lyman PC

MARY MCCLATCHEY 
Business Owner, Retired Judge 
WorkSmart Partners

NEAL MCCONOMY 
Attorney 
Snell & Wilmer L.L.P.

HALLEH OMIDI 
Associate  
McGuane & Hogan, P.C.

ERIN PIERCE 
JD 2018 
CU College of Law

ELISEO R. PUIG
Associate
Arnold & Porter

ROBERT RIGONAN 
JD 2018 
CU College of Law

JOSEPH RIVERA 
Special Counsel 
Murray Dahl Kuechenmeister 
& Renaud 

KARINA ROCHA 
JD 2018 
CU College of Law

MELISSA L. ROMERO 
Judicial Law Clerk 
Colorado Court of Appeals

HEIDI RUCKRIEGLE
Sr. Associate
Wilmer Hale

DAVID SELIGMAN
Attorney  
Towards Justice

JUAN SILVA
Deputy DA Denver District 
Attorney’s Office

DARDOH SOWE 
JD 2018 
CU College of Law

KATHRYN STARNELLA  
Assistant Attorney General 
Colorado Dept. of Law

KATHERINE STEEFEL
Law Clerk
Justice William Hood

NICHOLAS TREVINO
Deputy DA
20th Judicial District Court

KARTHIK VENKATRAJ  
JD 2018 
CU College of Law

THERESA WARDON 
Partner 
Wheeler Trigg O’Donnell

KELLY M. WOODS
Associate
Abraham Watkins Nichols

FELLOWS
LARRISA ALIRE  
Coe Collage—Iowa

STEFANIE ARJONA 
University of Denver

EDGAR CHAVARRIA 
University of San Diego

ALUEL NYANG DOLDOL  
University of Notre Dame

JENNIFER ENRIQUEZ 
MARTINEZ 
University of Denver 

KASSANDRA ESCOTO  
Metropolitan State Collage

KATYA G. MARTINEZ 
IBARRA  
University of Colorado—Boulder

JANELLE MARTINEZ 
University of Colorado—Boulder

ESLY REYES 
Regis University

GETSSEMANY RIVERA-
MARTINEZ  
University of Denver

MAGALI ROCHA 
Red Rocks Community College

FRIDA SILVA 
University of Colorado—Denver

CLASS OF 

2017 
MENTORS 
KATIE AHLS
Attorney
McGuane & Hogan PC

ABRAHIM AKBARI
JD 2019 
George Washington University 
Law School

ANGEL JEAN ANTKERS
JD 2019
CU College of Law

GIA AUSTIN
JD 2017
DU Sturm College of Law

MATT BACA
Staff Attorney
Colorado Legal Services

JEREME BAKER
CEO
Baker Law Group LLC

HILARY BARNARD
JD 2018
CU College of Law

ALAN BICKINGS
JD 2019
CU College of Law

YVONNE CAMPOS
Judge
Superior Court of California—
San Diego

CHARLES CLARK
Associate
Dorsey & Whitney LLP

JESSICA CORDERO
JD 2019
DU Sturm College of Law

GABY CORICA
Deputy Legislative Director
City and County of Denver

SHIRA COOKS
Associate
Davis Graham & Stubbs

DANIEL DELAY
JD 2018
DU Sturm College of Law

KATHY DELGADO
Judge
17th Judicial District Court

ERIC ELLIFF
Judge
Second Judicial District Court

ADAM ESPINOSA
Judge
Denver County Court

DAVID FINE
General Counsel
Metropolitan State University

JORDAN FOX
Member
Sherman & Howard

ARIANA FUENTES
JD 2018
DU Sturm College of Law

ANTONIO GALLEGOS
Senior Corporate Counsel
Leprino Foods Company

SURBHI GARG
Associate
Littler Mendelson

MEGAN ROSE GARNETT
Associate
Gordon Rees Scully 
Mansukhani, LLP

BRYSTON GALLEGOS
JD 2019 
DU Sturm College of Law

AMBER GONZALES
Associate
Ballard Spahr

CARTER GEE-TAYLOR
JD 2019
CU College of Law

CONRAD GLOVER
JD 2019
CU College of Law

RAYNA GOKLI MCINTYRE
Asst. District Attorney
17th Judicial District Court

JONATHAN GRAY
Counsel
Century Link

LALONNIE GRAY
Associate
Lewis Bess Williams & Weese 
P.C

APRIL GREENE APKING
Attorney
3ilaw.com

AMBER GONZALES
Associate
Ballard Spahr

ALFRED HARRELL
Sr. Judge
Denver County Court

JAMIE HOAG
Director of Government & 
Community
College of the Holy Cross

DAMIAN IRRIZARY
Associate Counsel
Guzman Energy LLC

JILLIAN KIRN
Associate
Greenberg Traurig

HANIE KIM
JD 2019
DU Sturm College of Law

ELIZABETH KIOVSKY
Partner
Kiovsky DuWaldt, LLC

CARLOS ALEXANDER 
MANCERO
JD 2019
DU Sturm College of Law
 
FREDERICK MARTINEZ
Judge
18th Judicial District Court

GILBERT MARTINEZ
Ret. Chief Judge
4th Judicial District Court

LUCIA ORNELAS
JD 2019
DU Sturm College of Law

ADRIENNE PON
JD 2018
Stanford Law School

SARAH RICE
JD 2018
DU Sturm College of Law

DIANNA ROYBAL
Judge
Adams County Court

MARISELA SANDOVAL
Assistant General 
Counsel II
RTD

TERESA SARMINA
Judge
Philadelphia County Court of 
Common Pleas

MADELEINE SHEAHAN
JD 2018
DU Sturm College of Law

NORMA SIERRA
Judge
20th Judicial District Court

FELICIA ACOSTA STEINER
JD 2019
DU Sturm College of Law

KIRA LEE SUYEISHI
Associate
Ireland Stapleton Pryor Pascoe PC

ETHAN TACKETT
JD 2019
CU College of Law

JUNE TORRES
JD 2019
CU College of Law

CRISTINA URIBE REYES
Attorney
Muhaisen & Muhaisen, LLC

TANIA VALDES
Law Clerk
Magistrate Judge Kristen Mix 

KATHARINE VERA
JD 2019
CU College of Law

ABIGAIL WALLACH
Associate
Wheeler Trigg O’Donnell

GEORGE WASHINGTON 
University Law School

FELLOWS
LYDIA AGYEMANG
University of Colorado —Boulder
 
ADAMARI ALAMILLO
Stanford
 
SAXON BRYANT
University of Pennsylvania
 
ADRIANA GUADANA 
HUIZAR
College of the Holy Cross
 
DARLENNE GUERRA
Colorado State University—
Ft. Collins
 
ANDREA MACIAS
University of Denver
 
CITLALITH MEDRANO
Metropolitan State University
 
NICOLE MILLAN
University of Denver
 
ADAMARYS NAGAYA
University of Colorado—Boulder
 
SILVIA POPOCA-
GONZALEZ
George Washington University
 
LUCIA RAMIREZ
University of Denver
 
ALEZANDRO RUVALCABA
Pomona College
 
SADEI SUAREZ-TORRES
University of Colorado—Boulder
 
LOURDES TRUJILLO
University of Colorado—Boulder

Building the 
Pipeline
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THE COLORADO PLEDGE TO DIVERSITY

The Colorado Pledge to Diversity 
focuses on building a pipeline to law 
firms and other organizations’ legal 
departments of entry-level diverse 
candidates to address the perennial 
complaint from employers that only a 

finite pool of diverse candidates exists in the legal profession. The 
Colorado Pledge connects participating employers with diverse 
law students right out of the gate in the students’ first (or second for 
part-time students) summer. Since 2000, this 1L Pledge Program 
has directly fueled the pipeline of diverse attorneys by matching 
into paid clerkships hundreds of 1L students from historically 
underrepresented backgrounds.

The Colorado Pledge to Diversity sees Law School…Yes We Can as 
an essential partner in its pipeline-building mission. By connecting 
with diverse undergraduate students in their freshman year, the 
LSYWC model lays the groundwork for increased diversity in 
law schools, and ultimately in the legal profession. The Colorado 
Pledge to Diversity looks forward to connecting with LSYWC 
graduates at Colorado and Wyoming law schools—and is certain 
they will become competitive and highly sought after candidates in 
the Colorado Pledge to Diversity 1L Pledge Program.

MARK YONKMAN

Behind every successful 
professional there is a mentor 
of some type. I know there 
was for me. And in my case, 
growing up in a very rural 
area where there weren’t 
many people to begin with, 
it was just one person. But 
that single person, who 

made the effort to meet with me just a handful of times during high 
school, made a profound impact on my trajectory. His gentle, 
straightforward advice didn’t transmit any profound wisdom to me, 
but touched a seed within me that then flourished and grew.

I have seen this happen over and over again to countless people 
around me. And you see the value in Law School...Yes We Can: 
98.4% of our 2014 Fellows will be graduating from college. 
This alone makes every effort we put into this mentoring program 
worthwhile.

SPOTLIGHT BRANDING

We’re honored to support Law 
School…Yes We Can. The legal 
profession plays such an important 
role in our society. Lawyers have a 
uniquely powerful opportunity to effect 

real change for real people. 

But structural barriers limit participation for many students—
particularly minorities. As a result, the legal community is not as 
diverse as it could be. And this impacts all of us, lawyers and non-
lawyers alike, because there is real strength in diversity. Differing 
life experiences create different perspectives, and collectively this 
creates a legal system that can better serve a diverse nation. Lack 
of diversity is a lost opportunity. 

Law School…Yes We Can addresses these challenges. At Spotlight 
Branding, we believe in the profession of law. We believe that 
lawyers are a powerful force for good. And we believe that a more 
diverse legal community is a step forward for everyone. We’re 
proud to be a part of this effort!   

SEP COMMUNICATIONS
Marty Harris, President: As a 
certified women-owned business 
supporting diverse programs 
for a future difference maker is 
not just a priority; it is a non-

negotiable part of my business. In working with Law School…
Yes We Can for the past four years I have been inspired by their 
outreach, and the dedication of their Mentors. I am grateful to 
Paula Black for introducing me to this amazing organization and 
applaud her ongoing effort in supporting their growth.

THE DENVER MUSEUM OF NATURE & SCIENCE
George Sparks, President & CEO: I 
am proud to support Law School...
Yes We Can, because it makes a 
difference in so many lives and in our 

community! This organization’s commitment to building confidence 
in today’s law students leads not only to scholars who succeed 
academically, but also to a diverse pool of professionals who 
become leaders and positively impact their community. It’s amazing 
how the power of mentoring and simply caring about what’s 
happening in our educational institutions can bring new voices to 
the national conversation and build a strong future for our country.

THE COLORADO ROCKIES
Since the organization’s inception in 1993, 
the Colorado Rockies have demonstrated a 
passionate commitment to their philanthropic 
mission of making an impact in the community 
through significant corporate investment, 
involvement in community, projects and 
improvement in quality of life. Previously, the 
Colorado Rockies operated two charities: the 

Colorado Rockies Baseball Club Foundation and the Colorado 
Rockies Charity Fund, a McCormick Foundation fund. Since their 
inception in 1993, these charitable arms of the organization 
granted over $26 million to agencies that support their mission of 
assisting youth in education, child abuse prevention, and health. In 
2018, the Colorado Rockies will continue to focus their charitable 
contributions solely through the Colorado Rockies Foundation, 
which will continue to support agencies that benefit the youth of 
our community. As part of the Rockies’ longstanding commitment 
to the local Hispanic community, they awarded their 16th annual 
Hispanic Adult Leadership Award to Judge Christine Arguello 
with a charitable grant to benefit the Law School...Yes We Can 
program—one that perfectly fits with the Rockies’ charitable mission 
of helping underserved youth in the area of education.

PATRICIA JARZOBSKI 
You cannot be what 
you cannot see. Law 
School...Yes We 
Can gives the next 
generation of leaders 

the needed role models, motivation, and encouragement to 
aspire to enter the legal profession. The one-on-one connections 
and relationships are building a critical pipeline of diverse 
students with the invaluable support that is making a difference 
in the lives of so many. I am honored to support Law School...
Yes We Can. Keep up the incredible work!

DAVIS GRAHAM & STUBBS LLP 
Diversity and inclusiveness in the legal 
profession is critical to the strength of the 
rule of law. That is why Davis Graham 
& Stubbs LLP is proud to support Law 
School…Yes We Can. We understand 
that the law school application process 

is daunting, particularly to those without the economic and social 
capital to prepare them for what’s ahead. Law School…Yes We 
Can is a program that supports potential law students from diverse 
communities with multifaceted mentoring. At DGS, we’ve found that 
mentoring is invaluable before, during, and after law school, and 
our attorneys never stop benefitting from mentoring. Law School…
Yes We Can helps jump-start this process, providing diverse students 
with critical support. DGS supports diversity and inclusion in our 
profession, including this fantastic program.

IRONSMITH FILMS

Ironsmith Films supports Law School...
Yes We Can because we know the 
importance of mentorship to the 
community, in particular to minority youth 
seeking guidance not found at home 
or from immediate family. Ironsmith’s 
co-founder, Diego Rodriguez, is the first 

in his family to graduate from high school and university. He has 
received tremendous mentorship and support throughout his life. 
Ironsmith Films believes in generating high-quality media content 
focused on strong narratives. The power of story is multifaceted—it 
can teach, inspire, and heal. We know of no better story to share 
than the story of Law School...Yes We Can.

MARTINEZ LAW GROUP

The legal profession needs more 
attorneys of diverse backgrounds, and 
we know that outstanding attorneys did 
not get that way on their own—they had 
mentors and others who helped them 
along the way. Martinez Law Group 
supports Law School…Yes We Can 
because their mentors provide consistent, 

positive support to potential lawyers that come from backgrounds 
that are less economically privileged than the typical law school 
applicant. We are excited to see the next, even better generation of 
students rise and make a difference in the legal profession.

SAM AND CYNTHIA WALKER 

Cynthia and I are so proud to 
sponsor the LSYWC It Took a Village 
celebration. 

As a recent emeritus of Molson Coors 
Brewing Company, our two LSYWC 
summer 2017 interns, Jasmine Luna 
and Jenny Tamariz, inspired me. They 
were amazing, quickly understanding 
the ways of working at a large 

corporation, and then solving serious business problems over the 
course of the summer. I came to appreciate just what a powerhouse 
LSYWC is!

In my new role in public service, I want to encourage as many paths 
to success at work as possible. LSYWC is an inspiring example of 
personal determination, kindled by mentorship.

Thank you and keep up the good work!

Special 
thanks 
to the 

Patrons 
who 

helped  
make this 

celebration 
possible.
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BRAVE
You can be amazing
You can turn a phrase into a weapon or a drug
You can be the outcast
Or be the backlash of somebody’s lack of love
Or you can start speaking up
Nothing’s gonna hurt you the way that words do
And they settle ‘neath your skin
Kept on the inside and no sunlight
Sometimes a shadow wins
But I wonder what would happen if you

Say what you wanna say
And let the words fall out
Honestly I wanna see you be brave

With what you want to say
And let the words fall out
Honestly I wanna see you be brave

(chorus)
I just wanna see you
I just wanna see you
I just wanna see you
I wanna see you be brave

I just wanna see you
I just wanna see you
I just wanna see you
I wanna see you be brave

Everybody’s been there, everybody’s been stared down
By the enemy
Fallen for the fear and done some disappearing
Bow down to the mighty
Don’t run, stop holding your tongue
Maybe there’s a way out of the cage where you live
Maybe one of these days you can let the light in
Show me how big your brave is

Say what you wanna say
And let the words fall out
Honestly I wanna see you be brave

With what you want to say
And let the words fall out
Honestly I wanna see you be brave

Innocence, your history of silence
Won’t do you any good
Did you think it would?
Let your words be anything but empty
Why don’t you tell them the truth?

Say what you wanna say
And let the words fall out
Honestly I wanna see you be brave

With what you want to say
And let the words fall out
Honestly I wanna see you be brave 
(chorus)

Songwriters: Steve Robson / Jeffrey Steele,  
My Wish lyrics © Sony/ATV Music Publishing LLC, 
Domino Publishing Company, 
Nw Royalty Consulting, LLC

MY WISH
I hope the days come easy and the moments pass slow, And each road leads 
you where you wanna go,And if you’re faced with a choice, and you have to 
choose,I hope you choose the one that means the most to you.

And if one door opens to another door closed, I hope you keep on walkin’ 
till you find the window,If it’s cold outside, show the world the warmth of your 
smile.

But more than anything, more than anything

My wish, for you, is that this life becomes all that you want it to,Your dreams 
stay big, your worries stay small, you never need to carry more than you can 
hold, And while you’re out there getting where you’re getting to, I hope you 
know somebody loves you, and wants the same things too, 

Yeah, this, is my wish.

I hope you never look back, but you never forget, All the ones who love you, 
in the place you live, I hope you always forgive, and you never regret, And 
you help somebody every chance you get, Oh, you find God’s grace, in 
every mistake, And always give more than you take. 

But more than anything, yeah, more than anything

My wish, for you, is that this life becomes all that you want it to, Your dreams 
stay big, your worries stay small, You never need to carry more than you can 
hold, And while you’re out there getting where you’re getting to, I hope you 
know somebody loves you, and wants the same things too, Yeah, this, is my 
wish. Yeah, yeah.

My wish, for you, is that this life becomes all that you want it to, Your dreams 
stay big, your worries stay small, You never need to carry more than you can 
hold, And while you’re out there getting where you’re getting to, I hope you 
know somebody loves you, and wants the same things too,

Yeah, this, is my wish (my wish, for you).

This is my wish (my wish, for you)
I hope you know somebody loves you (my wish, for you).
May all your dreams stay big (my wish, for you)

Songwriters: Steve Robson / Jeffrey Steele, My Wish lyrics © Sony/ATV Music Publishing LLC, Domino Publishing 
Company, Nw Royalty Consulting, LLC

For more information visit LawSchoolYesWeCan.org

Denver’s own Sheryl Renee has shared the stage with the best talent in the 
world and is known as the “Lady with the Golden Voice.” Sheryl’s god-given 
gift of song has led to performing the national anthem for President Barack 
Obama, providing featured vocals for countless CDs, and becoming an 
award-winning actress in 35 theater productions.


