Juneteenth is such an important day of celebration for so many reasons. One reason is that it demonstrates the resilience people can have during times of profound uncertainty and injustice. It is also an opportunity to recognize that Black people, as a whole, have helped guide our nation through many of its most important civil rights struggles and continue to be a powerful voice for freedom, justice, and opportunity in a country that still wrestles with how all people are represented, valued, and included.
This holiday represents such an important moment in history that narrowing it down to a single day does not fully capture its significance or allow for a deeper understanding of what it truly means. When we consider that it took more than two years after the Emancipation Proclamation for the news of freedom to reach many enslaved people in Texas, it raises important questions. Even traveling by foot from the coast of Georgia to Galveston, Texas would not take two years. Something else was happening that prevented that information from reaching people as it should have. The delay reminds us that freedom is not only about laws being written, but also about whether people have access to information, resources, and the ability to exercise the rights they have been granted.
Unfortunately, many of the barriers that restricted information from spreading throughout the South continue to exist today in different forms. We see them in efforts to limit conversations about Juneteenth, in the removal or distortion of civil rights history, and in the lack of understanding about the role that enslaved Black and Brown labor played in building the economic foundation of this country. It is important to acknowledge that the wealth and prosperity of the United States were deeply connected to labor that was never compensated. Understanding this history also helps us understand why conversations about reparations continue today and why many people believe these discussions are essential to addressing the lasting effects of slavery and discrimination.
Anti-Blackness has been deeply embedded within American society since the founding of this country, and its impacts continue to be felt today. Because of these realities, Black women often experience some of the greatest social, economic, and structural barriers in our society. When we think about the margins of a book, we think about the spaces that are often overlooked. Most people do not focus on the margins when they are reading. In many ways, that is what people mean when they say Black women are among the most marginalized groups in society. Their experiences are too often ignored, their contributions too often overlooked, and yet they frequently face some of the highest levels of violence and some of the greatest disparities in access to resources and opportunities.
The experiences of Black women have been so important in helping us understand inequality that the concept of intersectionality was developed to give us a language for talking about how multiple identities shape a person’s experience in the world. A Black woman is not simply Black, and she is not simply a woman. Her experiences are not just the sum of those two identities. Those intersecting identities can shape access to opportunities, resources, healthcare, education, and safety in ways that many others may never have to think about or worry about. Intersectionality helps us understand that these identities cannot always be separated because they work together to influence how a person experiences the world.
We continue to see evidence of these realities in measurable ways. Black women experience significantly higher rates of maternal mortality during childbirth than any other racial or ethnic group in the United States, including Latinas. These outcomes remind us that discussions about equity and justice are not abstract concepts. They are reflected in real experiences and real disparities that affect people’s lives every day.That is why moments like Juneteenth matter. They create opportunities to learn, reflect, and commit ourselves to building a more just society.
I would challenge all of us to take that commitment a step further. If you do not feel comfortable sharing the work of Black authors, Black historians, Black physicians, Black economists, or other Black scholars and professionals, especially Black women, it is worth asking yourself why. Their perspectives, experiences, and expertise deserve to be heard not only during Juneteenth, but throughout the year. We can all make a conscious effort to amplify voices that have historically been overlooked and create more opportunities for those voices to be recognized and valued.
As we reflect on Juneteenth, I would ask all of us to remember that just as Latinos have asked for our voices to be heard, we must also support communities whose voices are too often ignored. Our struggles for recognition, dignity, and opportunity are connected. When we work together to elevate those who have been pushed to the margins, we strengthen all of our communities. I believe Latinos have both an opportunity and a responsibility to challenge anti-Blackness wherever it exists and to stand in solidarity with Black communities. By doing so, we help create a society where every person is valued, respected, and recognized for the unique gifts they bring to the world.

