
Leadership Gifts and Style   
With my social work background and particular nonprofit experience, 
I tend to emphasize relational models of leadership that synthesize 
the wisdom and gifts of a group.  I place a high value on individual and 
collective discernment of our best possibilities, which I try to embody 
through my own spiritual practices.  I bring gifts in music (both 
creating and leading) that often shapes how I approach faith 
formation.  I come most alive at the intersections of my passion for 
justice (often focusing especially on racial and environmental justice) 
and engagement with our faith tradition(s).  I believe investing in the 
leadership of our children and youth is vital to the life of the Church.   
 
Aspirations for Ministry  
I am excited for this next step in commitment to the United Church of 
Christ.  I look forward to deepening my leadership as a pastor and to 
continue offering my gifts in a congregational setting.  I hope to 
dedicate more time in the future to writing more songs for 
congregational and movement settings (think marches and 
gatherings) and networking with other songwriters helping create 
music for this moment in the life of the church.  At some point in the 
future, I would love to pursue a doctorate of ministry, perhaps with a 
focus on spiritual direction.   
 
Spiritual Disciplines and Study 
Because I have two young children, most of my spiritual disciplines 
and study are done in the early mornings at this point in my life.  Right 
now I journal and read short selections from a few theologically 
focused books.  I have a weekly practice of cross country skiing (which 
often includes listening to podcasts or music), as well as a time to 
write music.  At some point, I hope to return to yoga and meditation 
as a regular discipline.    
 
Ministry Passions 
I love creating music that helps people connect with themselves and 
with God.  This might be short, “moment” songs that articulate or 
frame a particular moment in the life of a group or community.  This 

might also look like songs sung in worship that articulate the kind of 
radical welcome and justice centered experience that I have 
experienced in the United Church of Christ.  I also love creating 
spaces to journey together in community—with food, with 
meaningful conversation, with reflection that brings out the best in 
us, helping us follow the movements of the Spirit.  I am especially 
passionate about doing this in ways that help our faith communities 
show up in larger movements for justice, helping transform all of us 
into healing and whole people. 
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Family  
My partner Sarah and I have two beautiful boys—Sage, who is 4, and 
Sunny, who is 1.  We live in Duluth, close to my parents (who live in 
the house I grew up in) and Sarah’s parents are just a couple blocks 
away from where my parents live.  My brother is a Lutheran pastor in 
Bemidji, where he lives with his spouse Katherine, and their 4 year old 
Bjorn.   
 
Education  
I completed my undergraduate degree (social work major) at 
Concordia College in Moorhead, MN.  I then went on to get my 
masters in social work (MSW) at Portland State University, with a 
concentration in community based practice. As a part of the 
requirements for my multiple paths to ministry process, I took 4 
seminary courses, most of them completed at United Theological 
Seminary of the Twin Cities. I also completed one unit of Social Justice 
Clinical Pastoral Education (CPE), where I traveled to Stillwater Prison 
each week for a day of reflection. 
 
Vocational History 
My roots for loving ministry (especially in faith formation) began 
when I was a camp councilor at Voyager Lutheran Ministries, and then 
as a canoe guide at Camp Amnicon in Wisconsin.  I continued in this 
line of ministry when I was a youth director at a Lutheran church in 
Portland, OR for 4 years.  In 2015, I started at Peace United Church of 
Christ in Duluth as the children and youth minister.  After a year, I took 
on the role of faith formation minister and became a licensed pastor 
in my current role at Peace UCC.   
 
Other Employment or Ministry Related Work 
Before starting at Peace Church, I worked for 4 years in Portland, OR 
at Sisters of the Road, an affordable café serving folks living on the 
street.  During my time in Portland, I also worked at Ecofaith 
Recovery, an ecumenical Christian environmental justice 
organization.  I first worked as an intern coordinator working with 
young adults with internships related to faith and environmental 

justice.  After leaving Portland in 2015, I traveled with my partner 
Sarah to do a month long internship with theological mentors Ched 
Myers and Elaine Enns in California.  Our 2nd part of that internship 
was spent in various ministry roles at Spiritus Christi, a Catholic 
church in Rochester, NY who ordained a woman priest and continue 
as a vibrant congregation.     
 
Service and Community Involvement 
Much of my community involvement in Duluth in the last 7 years has 
been connected to supporting the local chapter of SURJ (Showing Up 
for Racial Justice), which is an organization dedicated to organizing 
white folks to show up in multiracial movement work.   
 

Theological Perspective 
I am grateful to my constructive theology professor Dr Eleazar 
Fernandez in his articulation that “God is the source and movement 
of relational possibility”.  I give thanks for the many ways of seeing 
and experiencing God—I believe they speak to the depth and breadth 
of the human experience.  I especially resonate with a theological 
perspective that acknowledges that God is still speaking and even still 
becoming, co-creating with us and all creation, drawing us toward 
right relationship, interconnection, and wholeness.   

 
Call to Ministry in the United Church of Christ 
I am grateful to affirm a call to ministry in the United Church of Christ.  
I love the UCC polity, the respect for each person’s spiritual path, and 
the space that is created for a wide range of theological beliefs and 
understandings.  I find the UCC’s intention to be a “united and uniting 
church” to be particularly profound and meaningful.  I have always 
seen covenantal relationship at the center of what it means to be 
Christian, to be fully human—in all its messiness and beauty, and I see 
this aspect of UCC identity to be particularly important in laying the 
groundwork for how to embody the gospel in the world.   
 


