Leadership Gifts and Style  
I'm a collaborative, relational leader who loves to see people grow and develop by encouraging them to try, fail, and learn. I'm a big picture thinker who enjoys empowering people to do work that brings them joy and helps bring healing to the world. I’m a creative and curious leader with gifts of empathy and efficiency. 

Aspirations for Ministry 
In my ministerial experiences thus far, I have thrived in point leadership roles where lay involvement enhances a strong partnership between the congregation and clergy. I plan to continue in my role as a Co-Lead Minister at Wayzata Community Church, where I engage my gifts of  collaborative leadership, pastoral companioning, and regular preaching/teaching. 

Spiritual Disciplines and Study
I see a spiritual director once a month. I start most days with centering prayer and silence. We have our best friends to our house every Sunday night to share a meal and rich conversation. I meet with a few other pastors regularly to encourage each other, pray for each other, and be transparent about our struggles. I take Fridays and Saturdays off. I take all my vacation. I exercise 4 or 5 times a week. 

Ministry Passions
I love it when the church throws open its doors to welcome those who have been excluded and marginalized. I love helping people discover and rediscover the goodness of their own humanity. I love it when the church helps people discover surprising new beginnings. I love seeing staff and lay leaders come together to achieve a compelling vision.
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Family	
I was born in southern California and spent five years in Europe as a teenager with my family of origin. I currently live in Maple Grove, Minnesota with my wife of twenty-eight years, Mary, and our three teenage children.

Education 
I hold a BA from Gustavus Adolphus College in Psychology and Sociology, and an MA in Christian Education from Wheaton College Graduate School in Illinois.  I took extra courses from North Park Seminary in Chicago to obtain an M.Div. equivalency necessary to be ordained into the Evangelical Covenant Church. 

Vocational History
I serve as Co-Lead Minister at Wayzata Community Church in Wayzata, Minnesota, a position I’ve held since May 2022.  Prior to that, I was the Senior Pastor of Genesis Church, which I founded in 2014. From 1995 – 2014, I served in several different local churches, primarily as a youth minister and associate pastor. 

Other Employment or Ministry Related Work
I’ve held ministry roles in local churches since 1995, but prior to that, I served three consecutive summers on staff at Camp Shamineau in Motley, Minnesota. In addition to that, between 2016 and 2021, I launched a podcast for those who were deconstructing and reconstructing their faith, where I published more than 250 episodes. 

Service and Community Involvement
I have enjoyed participating in ecumenical Scripture Circles led by a Jewish Rabbi, where the use of midrash has led to fruitful dialogue and expansive conversation. I’m an active participant of Parables, our church’s disability ministry. 

Theological Perspective
I tend to view theology through a process/relational lens, meaning that I believe everything – and everyone - is interconnected. Our thoughts and actions affect each other and open up new possibilities that didn’t exist before; we even affect God. In this interdependent universe, I like to say that “This is the day that the Lord has made – and is still making - and God is always inviting us to participate in that ongoing creation in each moment.” In that way, even the way we interact with Scripture can be dynamic. If God is still speaking, then every time we open its pages, we can listen for something fresh from God for the unique time and place in which we live. 

Call to Ministry in the United Church of Christ
I am honored to serve as Co-Lead Minister at Wayzata Community Church, and I am grateful that we belong to the United Church of Christ. I look forward to joining in relational connection and unified mission with other UCC clergy, both informally and formally. I seek ordination in the UCC wholeheartedly, encouraged by the denomination’s commitment, which I also share, to extend radical welcome and to identifying the ways that God is active in our midst.  
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