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Providing a Ray of Hope


In a world where women face numerous challenges, access to shelter and essential services is crucial yet often limited. The Salvation Army Women and Children’s Shelter serves as a vital lifeline, providing emergency shelter for women and children who are homeless, struggling with poverty, or fleeing abuse and domestic violence. 
Recent local statistics reveal a concerning trend: the percentage of homeless women has now surpassed that of homeless men, reaching 51%. Many of these women are mothers, all in search of resources and refuge. With an increasing number of women experiencing "unsheltered homelessness"—meaning they are living on the streets—the need for emergency shelter specifically for women and children is critical. 
The Salvation Army’s commitment to supporting women and children facing homelessness or fleeing domestic violence extends beyond the shelter walls. As a safe place for those in need, the shelter provides immediate refuge, a comforting environment, hot meals, clothing, and essential necessities. Additionally, the Salvation Army’s social service coordinator offers resources to help find housing and employment, access health coverage and receive support for mental and emotional needs. 
Finding hope and support can make all the difference in rebuilding lives in the face of adversity. The Salvation Army’s compassionate approach embodies hope for women in need. By offering a safe haven and comprehensive programs, our women’s shelter aims to equip women with the necessary tools and resources to rebuild their lives, along with those of their children. 
Community support is vital for the operations of the Women’s and Children’s Shelter. A significant decline in donations previously forced the shelter to close unexpectedly for several months. This challenging period underscored the critical need for emergency shelter services. 
Thanks to dedicated grant support and funding efforts, the Salvation Army was able to reopen the shelter in late November, allowing us to continue providing for vulnerable women and children in need. We have been fortunate to secure support, but ongoing donations are necessary to ensure that shelter services remain available. 
Our community's support is crucial; every donation, no matter the size, will help sustain the services offered through the Women and Children’s Shelter. Please consider making a donation to help keep the shelter available for the growing number of women and children in need. Your contribution will make a meaningful difference in the lives of those we serve, giving them a ray of hope to hold on to.  

To share your support, mail donations to The Salvation Army, P.O. Box 747, Hagerstown, MD 21741.  On the memo line write that your donation is to support the Women and Children’s Shelter.  Each donation is a blessing that will touch the lives of many.  Thank you for sharing your support. 

The Salvation Army Hagerstown, Maryland Corps – 525 George Street PO Box 747 Hagerstown, MD 21741
heather.wincovitch@uss.salvationarmy.org 
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