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Dear Editor:
Sunday, June 15, 2025, marks World Elder Abuse Awareness Day, a global opportunity to shine a light on the increasing and heartbreaking issue of elder abuse. Communities across the United States and around the world will host events to raise awareness and promote prevention.
Locally, the Washington County Commission on Aging invites the community to participate in two important events aimed at protecting and supporting older adults: On June 16th at 2:30pm there will be a local elder law attorney to discuss “Important Things You Need to Know to Protect Yourself.” On June 18th from 9am-12pm there will be a community shred event located at the Washington County Commission on Aging sponsored by AARP Maryland. Securely dispose of old documents to help protect against financial exploitation, a growing form of elder abuse. For more information or to RSVP please call 301-790-0275 or email info@wccoaging.org. Stand with us to safeguard the dignity, safety, and well-being of our older community members. Together, we can make a difference.
As Americans, we believe in justice for all.  Yet we fail to live up to this promise when we allow older members of our society to be abused or neglected.  Older people are vital, contributing members of American society and their maltreatment diminishes all of us.  Just as we have confronted and addressed the social issues of child abuse and domestic violence, so too we can find solutions to address issues like elder abuse, which also threatens the well-being of our community. 
Our policies and practices make it hard for older people to stay involved with and connected to our communities as they age.  As a result, older people are more likely to experience social isolation, which increases the likelihood of abuse and neglect.  We can design stronger societal supports to keep our older people connected and protect them from abuse, whether financial, emotional, physical or sexual.  When we address a root cause, like social isolation, we also make it less likely that people will become neglected.  Older adults who are socially connected and protected from harm are less likely to be hospitalized, less likely to go into nursing homes, and less likely to die.  
We can and must create healthier and safer living environments for older adults, including their homes, nursing homes, and assisted living facilities. 
Get more information about how to make a difference by visiting the National Center on Elder Abuse https://ncea.acl.gov or by calling the Eldercare Locator at 1-800-677-1116 to explore local community services and supports. 
Sincerely,
Katelin Via, Long-Term Care Ombudsman
Susan Hurd, Guardianship Care Manager
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