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GLYNN COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
GLYNN COUNTY, GEORGIA

Ordinance: #0-2020-
Adoption:

At the regular meeting of the Glynn County Board of Commissioners, held in the Glynn
County Historic Courthouse, Second Floor Commissioners’ Meeting Room, 701 G Street,
Brunswick, Georgia:

Present:

Michael Browning, Chairman, District 1

Bill Brunson, Vice Chairman, District 4

Peter Murphy, Commissioner, District 2

Wayne Neal, Commissioner, District 3

Allen Booker, Commissioner, District 5

David O’Quinn, Commissioner, At Large Post 1
Bob Coleman, Commissioner, At Large Post 2

On motion of , which carried :
the following Ordinance amendment was adopted:

AN AMENDMENITO,ITHE CODE OF.ORDINANEES, GLYNN COUNTY,
GEORGIA, TO' ADD"A CHAPTER 2-31 REGARDING SHORT-TERM
RENTALS; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES.

WHEREAS, the\Constitution.ef the State of Georgia provides in Article 1X, Section 2,
Paragraph 1 thereof, that the governing authority of the County may adopt clearly reasonable
ordinances;jresolutions, and regulations;

WHEREAS, O.C.G.A. §36=1-20 authorizes Glynn County to adopt ordinances preserving
the public health, safety, and welfare, and to adopt appropriate measures to enforce those
ordinances;

WHEREAS, O.C.G6.A. § 48-13-53 authorizes Glynn County to adopt appropriate
ordinances providing,forthe manner of imposition, payment, and collection of excise taxes levied
upon the furnishingfor value to the public of any room or rooms, lodgings, or accommodations,
as well as all other procedures related to such excise tax;

WHEREAS, Glynn County is a popular vacation destination for individuals and families;
WHEREAS, an increasingly large number of people vacationing in Glynn County rent

privately owned residential properties known as Short-Term Rentals in lieu of using other forms
of transient, commercially-available accommodations;
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WHEREAS, it is estimated that there are in excess of 1,000 Short-Term Rental units
available to transient occupants/guests at any one time within the unincorporated area of Glynn
County;

WHEREAS, many Short-Term Rental owners do not comply with existing local
ordinances regarding the collection, reporting, and remittance of accommodation excise taxes due
to Glynn County;

WHEREAS, Glynn County is losing substantial tax revenues,from the nonpayment or
underpayment of accommodation excise taxes owed to Glynn County from Short-Term Rental
operations;

WHEREAS, Short-Term Rentals are often rented for the purpose of hosting events and
gatherings, such as weddings, birthdays, and anniversaries;

WHEREAS, transient occupants/guests ofs&Short-Term Rentals are often upaware of or do
not adhere to local rules and regulations regarding noise, parkingptrash, and public safety;

WHEREAS, Short-Term Rentals are often theysource of complaints from permanent
residents regarding noise, late night parties, increased traffic, trash, and other disruptive activities;

WHEREAS, Short-Term Rentals are often eperated in‘a manner inconsistent with single-
family residential use and their operation can,have a detrimental effect on long-term residents and
the value of their properties;

WHEREAS, Short-Term Rentals are often operated in a manner that negatively affects
surrounding residential properties, as well as the character, integrity, and stability of the residential
neighborhoods in which they are located,;

WHEREAS; the Glynn County Board ofCommissioners finds that there is a need to adopt
a Short<Term Rental'Qrdinance asia mechanism to ensure that Accommodation Excise Taxes owed
to Glynn County due to'Short-TermyRentals are properly collected, reported, and remitted to the
County;,

WHEREAS, the Glynn County Board of Commissioners finds and determines that
regulations and standards fer Short-Term Rentals are needed to minimize the adverse effects of
Short-Term Rentals on surrounding residential properties and neighborhoods;

WHEREAS, the Glynn County Board of Commissioners finds and determines that
regulations and standards for Short-Term Rentals are needed to preserve the character, integrity,
and stability of residential neighborhoods in which Short-Term Rentals operate; and

WHEREAS, the Glynn County Board of Commissioners deems it necessary, advisable,
and in the best interests of the health, safety, prosperity, and general welfare of the citizens of
Glynn County, Georgia, to adopt this Ordinance regarding Short-Term Rentals and to address the
matters set forth herein;
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED, by the Glynn County Board of

Commissioners, this day of , 2020, that the Code of
Ordinances, Glynn County, Georgia, be and is hereby amended by adding a Chapter 2-31, Short-
Term Rentals, as follows:

SECTION I

The Code of Ordinances, Glynn County, Georgia, is hereby amended to add a Chapter 2-

31, Short-Term Rentals, to read as follows:

2-31-1

2-31-2

2-31-3

CHAPTER 2-31
SHORT-TERM RENTALS
Short Title.

This Ordinance shall be known and may be‘cited as the “Short-Term Rental
Ordinance of Glynn County”.

Purpose.

It is the purpose of this Ordinance to regulate the use of and establish standards for
privately ownedwresidential propertysed as vacation homes and rented to transient
occupantswithinthe unincorporatéd area of Glynn County, excluding Jekyll Island,
S0 as 10 ensure that Accommodation Excise Taxes owed to Glynn County are
properly collected and remitted ta Glynn County, to minimize the adverse effects
of Short=Term _Rental. uses on \ surrounding residential properties and
neighborhoods,and to preserveithe character, integrity, and stability of residential
neighborhoods in which Short-Term Rentals are located. This Ordinance is not
intendedito regulate hotels, motels, inns, hospitals, or non-vacation type rental
arrangements.

Definitions.

The following words, terms, and phrases, when used in this Ordinance, shall have
the meanings ascribed to them in this section, except where the context clearly
indicates a different meaning. When not inconsistent with the context, words in the
plural number include the singular number, and words in the singular include the
plural number.

@) “Accommodation Excise Tax” means the excise tax (also known as the
“Lodging Tax”) imposed and collected by Glynn County pursuant to
O.C.G.A 88 48-13-50 through 48-13-63 and Glynn County Ordinance
Sections 2-14-20 through 2-14-36 for the furnishing for value to the public

Page 3 of 21



(b)

(©

(d)

(€)

(f)

9)
(h)

Updated draft as of 10/15/20

of any rooms, lodgings, or accommodations in the unincorporated area of
Glynn County, excluding Jekyll Island.

“Accommodation Excise Tax Certificate” or *“Certificate” means the
document issued by the Community Development Department to the
property owner or the Managing Agency or Managing Agent of a Short-
Term Rental under this Ordinance containing an official Short-Term Rental
Accommodation Excise Tax number for the purpose of verifying and
enforcing compliance with the accommodation.excise tax requirements of
the Glynn County Code of Ordinances, as well the other provisions of this
Ordinance pertaining to the operation of asShort-Term Rental for transient
occupants.

“Advertisement” or “Advertising” means the listing,or marketing of any
real property as a Short-TermdRental through any print, outdoor, digital,
broadcast, or other advertising medium, such as magazines, brochures,
newsletters, banners, signs, social media platforms, apps on asmartphone,
electronic or online marketplaces or® booking platforms,” marketplace
facilitators, websites, internet, computer or other electronic devices,
television, or radio:

“Board of Commissioners” or,“Board” ‘means the Glynn County Board of
Commissioners.

“Commercialy Event” ‘means an eventor gathering of people, or the
marketing or advertising thereof, where a fee is charged in exchange for
allowing an event or gathering on the property.

“Community Development * Department” means the Glynn County
Community Development Department.

“County” means Glynn County, Georgia.

“Dwelling Unit” or “Unit” means one or more rooms, designed, occupied
or intended for occupancy as separate, complete living quarters with
permanent cooking, sleeping and sanitary facilities provided within the
dwelling unit for the exclusive use of one or more persons.

*Local Point of Contact” or “Point of Contact” means a person who is at
least eighteen (18) years of age and who, using reasonably prudent business
practices, is responsible for ensuring that all occupants and/or guests of the
Short-Term Rental comply with all applicable laws, rules and regulations
pertaining to the use and occupancy of the subject Short-Term Rental and
for responding to questions or concerns from occupants, guests, and the
County regarding the operation of the Short-Term Rental.
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“Managing Agency” or “Managing Agent” means a person, firm, agency,
or company with a valid county occupation tax certificate that manages one
or more Short-Term Rentals under a management agreement on behalf of
the owner of the Short-Term Rental.

“Maximum Occupancy Rate” means no more than two persons per
bedroom, plus two additional persons. A bedroom is a room or space within
the Short-Term Rental furnished with one or more beds and that is
customarily used and intended primarily for sleeping. Children under
twelve (12) years of age shall not be includeddn determining the maximum
occupancy of a Short-Term Rental, but inno event shall occupancy exceed
fifteen (15) persons total, including children, unless a variance from such
total is requested and received from‘the Countysallowing a proportional
increase for Dwelling Units with sixsor more bedroaoms.

“Owner” or “Owners” means a person that holds legahtitle to private
property.

“Party” means one or more personsfwho, as a single group, rent a Short-
Term Rental purstiant to a single reservation and payment.

“Person” means an individual, firm, partnership, corporation, association,
company, agency, syndicate, estateptrust, business trust, receiver, fiduciary
or anyrecombination acting as a unit, body politic, or political subdivision
whether public, private orfquasi-public.

“Property” means a legal“lot of record on which any Dwelling Unit(s) is
being operated or,offered as a Short-Term Rental.

“Short-Term Rental” means an accommaodation for transient occupants or
guests Where, in exchange for compensation of any type or amount, a
residential'Dwelling Unit, or a portion thereof, is provided for lodging for a
peri@dhof timenot to exceed thirty (30) consecutive days.

Any term used in this Ordinance that is also used in the Zoning Ordinance
of Glynn County shall have the same meaning as defined in the Zoning
Ordinance, unless otherwise specifically defined in this section.

Accommodation Excise Tax Certificate.

(@)

No Dwelling Unit, or any portion thereof, shall be used, operated, rented,
offered, or advertised as a Short-Term Rental within the unincorporated
areas of Glynn County, excluding Jekyll Island, unless the Owner of the
Dwelling Unit applies for and possesses a valid and current
Accommodation Excise Tax Certificate issued by Glynn County in
Accordance with this Ordinance.
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It shall be unlawful and a violation of this Ordinance for any person or
property owner to use, operate, rent, offer, or advertise a Short-Term Rental
within the unincorporated areas of Glynn County, excluding Jekyll Island,
without a valid and current Accommodation Excise Tax Certificate issued
by Glynn County under this Ordinance, or to operate a Short-Term Rental
contrary to the procedures and regulations established in this Ordinance,
other provisions of this Code, or any applicable state law.

An Accommodation Excise Tax Certificate shall only be issued to a person
with an ownership interest in the Short-Term Rental or to a Managing
Agency or Agent that manages the Short-Term Rental. Renters of real
property are not eligible to receive an Accommodation Excise Tax
Certificate, unless the propertydowner has provided explicit written
permission to the tenant.

Short-Term Rental Standards.

Short-Term Rentals, as defined in Sectioni2431-3, shall be subject to the following
general requirements indaddition to the zening district regulations for the zoning
district in which the Short-Term,Rental is located:

(@)

(b)

(©

Short-Term Rentals shall meet all, applicable building, health, fire, and
relatedssafety codes at all times. Each Short-Term Rental shall also have:

() working smoke and carbon monoxide detectors in every bedroom
and on all habitable floors;

(i, a‘properly‘maintained and charged fire extinguisher in each Short-
Term Rental Dwelling Unit; and

(ni)», a solid,waste collection (trash) service that removes waste at least
once aweek. All solid waste (trash) must be contained in secured
containers when outside of the residence. Trash and refuse shall not
be left or stored on the exterior of the property unless it is placed in
a curbside container. The curbside container shall not be placed on
the curb awaiting trash service pick up any sooner than twenty-four
(24) hours prior to the pickup day and must be removed no later than
twenty-four (24) hours after trash service pickup.

No exterior signage shall be permitted except in accordance with the
regulations for the district in which the Short-Term Rental is located.

Short-Term Rentals shall not be operated outdoors or in a non-habitable
structure.
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Parking shall be provided in accordance with any existing or future parking
ordinances of the County or district in which the Short-Term Rental is
located.

Only one party of guests shall be permitted per Dwelling Unit.

Parking.

(@)

(b)

(©

(d)

Each Short-Term Rental shall designate the maximum number of cars
allowed on-site and, where applicable, instruetions for off-site parking for
cars exceeding the maximum allowed on-site.

Parking spaces within the grounds f the Short-Term Rental must be
clearly identified for guests use.

The property owner shall provide guests with parking instructions prior to
arrival.

Exceeding the maximum number efivehicles allowed on-site of a Short-
Term Rental is atvielation of this Ordinance.

Operation.

(@)

(b)
(©

(d)

Occupaney. of a Short-Term¢Rental between the hours of 11:00 p.m. and
6:00 a.m.“shall not exceed the maximum occupancy rate, as defined in
Section 2-31-3. No person operating or occupying a Short-Term Rental
shall violate ar exceed, or allow another to exceed, the maximum occupancy
rate.

A short term rental shall'not be used for hosting any commercial events.

The Accommaodation Excise Tax Certificate holder shall keep on file with
the ‘County at'alhtimes the name, cell phone number, and email address of
a valid Local Point of Contact who shall use reasonably prudent business
practices to ensure that all occupants and/or guests of the Short-Term Rental
comply with all applicable laws, rules and regulations pertaining to the use
and occupancy of the Short-Term Rental, as well as for responding to
questions or concerns from occupants, guests, and the County regarding the
operation of the Short-Term Rental. The Local Point of Contact may, but
does not necessarily need to be, the property owner or representative of a
Managing Agency or Agent.

The Local Point of Contact shall be available twenty-four (24) hours a day
to accept telephone calls and respond to complaints regarding the condition,
operation, or conduct of a Short-Term Rental, including the behavior and
conduct of the occupants and/or guests thereof. When the Short-Term
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Rental is rented and occupied, the Local Point of Contact must be available

to respond to complaints in person at the Short-TépulaRdntahfivishinla/15/20
reasonable time period, not to exceed two (2) hours after notification of the
complaint.

(e) Failure of the Local Point of Contact to respond to calls or complaints in a
timely and appropriate manner shall be a violation of this Ordinance.
However, it is not intended that any property owner, Local Point of Contact,
and/or Certificate holder act as a peace officer applace himself or herself in
an at-risk situation.

()] A valid Short-Term Rental Accommodation Excise Tax Certificate shall be
posted in a conspicuous location inside the mainentrance of the Short-Term
Rental on or adjacent to the frontdoor. In addition te,the Accommodation
Excise Tax Certificate, a clearly visible and legible“notice containing the
following information shall e conspicuously posted within,the Short-Term
Rental on or adjacent to the front door sign:

() the name of the Local Point<of Contact and an email address and
telephone®number at which the Local Point of Contact may be
reached on.a 24=hour, 7 days a:week, basis. The notice must be
updated within seveni(7) days of any change of the Local Point of
Contact and/or.such person’s telephene number;

(i the'name and address of the nearest hospital;

(iii)  the maximum number of overnight occupants (maximum occupancy
rate) permitted in the Short-Term Rental and a statement notifying
the occupants that;failure to conform to the occupancy requirements
of the Short-Term'Rental is a violation of this Ordinance;

(v) . the“maximum number of vehicles allowed to be parked on the
property and a statement notifying the occupants that exceeding the
maximum number of vehicles allowed on-site is a violation of this
Ordinance;

(V) the County’s noise ordinance regulations and a statement notifying
the occupant(s) that any failure to comply with the County’s noise
ordinance is a violation of this Ordinance;

(vi)  state and County emergency management website information; and

(vii)  other relevant community restriction(s), if applicable.

(9) All property specific digital, outdoor, or print advertising for any Short-
Term Rental, including electronic or digital advertising on Short-Term
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Rental websites, shall include the Accommodation Excise Tax Certificate
number, or Certificate sub-number if applicable, issued by the County for
the Short-Term Rental. It is a violation of this Ordinance to advertise a
Short-Term Rental using an expired Accommodation Excise Tax Certificate
number or a Certificate number that was not assigned to the Short-Term
Rental by the County.

Short-term Rentals, and the operation thereof, are subject to
Accommodation Excise Taxes and are liableyfor payment thereof as
established by state law and the Glynn County Code of Ordinances. The
Accommodation Excise Tax Certificate/holder shall timely remit all
applicable Accommodation Excise Taxes owed in connection with the
operation of Short-Term Rental(s) as‘set forth in Glynn County Ordinance
Sections 2-14-20 through 2-14-36

The Accommodation Excise Tax Certificate holder shall maintain records
of all Short-Term Rental booking dates, rental income, and taxes collected
and remitted to Glynn County. for three years and shall provide such records
to the County upon request.

The Accommodation Exeise Tax Certificate holder shall abide by any local,
state, or federal rules duringra. declared disaster event, including, but not
limited to evacuation and reentry erders and shall provide guests with the
Stateandh€ounty emergency/management websites and emergency contact
phone numbers.

Application for Certificate.

()

Any property owner or Managing Agency desiring to operate a Short-Term
Rental must submit an application for an Accommodation Excise Tax
Certificate to the Community Development Department on a form to be
provided by the County. Upon submission of a properly completed
application, an applicant meeting the conditions and requirements of this
Ordinance for the operation of a Short-Term Rental shall qualify for and be
issued an Accommodation Excise Tax Certificate for such Short-Term
Rental. At the time of filing an application for an initial Accommodation
Excise Tax Certificate, an applicant must:

) pay and submit to Glynn County a Certificate fee of $150 for each
Short-Term Rental. If the application is filed prior to July 1 of a
particular year, the full $150 fee shall be paid. If the application is
filed after July 1, the Certificate fee shall be $75;

(i) provide the name, address, email, and contact information of the
property owner;
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provide the address and parcel identification number of the property
where the Short-Term Rental is located;

provide the number of Short-Term Rental Dwelling Units on the
property, provide the number of bedrooms in each Dwelling Unit
Short-Term Rental, and affirm understanding that only one party of
guests shall be permitted per Dwelling Unit;

state whether the applicant is the property owner or a Managing
Agency or Agent operating the Short<Term Rental on behalf of the
property owner;

specify whether the Short-Tefm Rentalis er will be managed by a
Managing Agency or Agentiand provide the name, address, email,
phone number, and occupation tax number of such Managing
Agency or Agent;

provide the name, address, email address and cell phone number for
a Local Point of Contact, as,such term is defined in Section 2-31-3;

provide the number of parking spaces on the grounds of the Short-
Term Rentaland affirm whetherthese spaces are clearly identified
for occupant and guest use:

affirmy the applicant’s responsibility to collect and timely remit
accommodation excise taxes in accordance with Ordinance Sections
2-14-20 through 2-14-36;

affirm that the operation of a Short-Term Rental on the Property is
not in violation“ef any other land use restrictions, including
covenants, deed restrictions, homeowner association rules and
regulations, or other such restrictions;

affirm understanding that Glynn County strongly recommends that
the property owner carry property and renter’s liability insurance
that specifically covers Short-Term Rental use;

affirm that the Short-Term Rental has an operable fire extinguisher
in every Dwelling Unit being used as a Short-Term Rental and
working smoke and carbon monoxide detectors in every bedroom
and on all habitable floors thereof;

affirm that the Short-Term Rental has solid waste collection (trash)
service that removes solid waste at least once a week;
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(xiv) affirm that the Short-Term Rental has no past due accommodation
excise taxes, Certificate fees, ad valorem taxes, or fines for
violations of this Ordinance; and

(xv)  affirm whether the applicant or Short-Term Rental has had an
Accommodation Excise Tax Certificate suspended or revoked
within the previous twelve (12) months.

If the applicant is a Managing Agency or Agentythe Managing Agency or
Agent must submit documentation evidencingfthat it is authorized to submit
the application and otherwise manage and act on behalf of the property
owner in relation to the operation and use ofthe, Short-Term Rental.

An Accommodation Excise Tax{Certificate shall be required for each
Dwelling Unit being used or operated as a Short-TermhRental. However,
should any property owner or Managing Agency or Agentiown or manage
two or more Short-Term‘Rentals, a single Accommodation, Excise Tax
Certificate may be issued formultiple properties under common ownership
or professional management thathotherwise meet the requirements for a
Certificate undefuthis Ordinance, provided that the requisite payment,
information, and confirmations are “provided by the applicant for each
Dwelling Units being used asia.Short-Term Rental. In the event that a single
Accommodation Execise Tax Certificate isissued for multiple Short-Term
Rentalsthereunder, each, Dwelling Unit'being used as a Short-Term Rental
under the Certificate shalldbe assigned separate Certificate sub-numbers.

Any fraudulent or material misrepresentation, omission, or false or
untruthful statement or information furnished by or made by the applicant
in‘any. application (or supporting materials) submitted to the County for a
Certificate or renewal thereof shall be grounds for denial, suspension, or
revocation of an Accommodation Excise Tax Certificate, or any renewal
thereof.

All requirements, acknowledgements, affirmations, and attestations
necessary to obtain an Accommodation Excise Tax Certificate must be
continuously maintained at all times throughout the duration of the initial
Accommodation Excise Tax Certificate and any renewal thereof. All
material changes in the information or supporting documents or materials
provided to the County in any application (or renewal application),
including any change in the Local Point of Contact and/or such person’s
contact information shall be updated and reported in writing to the
Community Development Department within three (3) business days of
such change.

An Accommodation Excise Certificate is not assignable or transferable.
Upon sale of a property or when a Managing Agency or Agent changes,
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there will be a 30-day grace period to operate as a short term rental so long
as an application for an Accommodation Excise Tax Certificate is submitted
by the new owner or Managing Agency or Agent within seven days of the
sale or management change.

2-31-9 Certificate Expiration/Renewal.

(@)

(b)

All accommodation Excise Tax Certificates, and any renewals thereof, shall
expire on December 31 of each year. Applieations for renewal of a
Certificate for the following calendar year must be filed on or before the
second Monday of December of each yeardn order to allow sufficient time
for the Community Development Departmentyto review and process the
application prior to expiration of the Certificate.omDecember 31. However,
nothing herein shall be construed@syprecluding the filing of an application
for renewal after such date. Im such case, the Community Development
Department shall use reasonable efforts to review the application upon
receipt, but neither the ‘Community Dewelopment Department nor the
County shall be under any obligation te‘process the renewal application or
issue any renewal Certificate prior,to December 31. If a Certificate is not
renewed before_ it'expires on December 31, a renewal application shall be
treated as an initial application, and the applicant shall be required to
comply with all rules.and regulations forthegranting of an initial Certificate
to the same extent as If no previous,Certificate.had been held.

To' renew an, Accommodation Excise “Tax Certificate for the ensuing
calendar year, Certificate helders must submit and file a renewal application
with the Community Development Department on a form to be provided by
the County« In-erder to qualify for and be issued a renewed Certificate, the
applicant, at the time of filing, must:

(i) paysand submit to Glynn County an annual renewal fee of $100 for
each Short-Term Rental;

(i) ' affirm and update, as needed, all information, documentation, and
affirmations, submitted to the County in the application for the
initial Certificate set forth in Section 2-31-8 above;

()~ affirm that all Accommodation Excise Taxes for each Short-Term
Rental under the Certificate being renewed have been collected and
timely remitted to Glynn County; and

(iv)  affirm that the renewal application is not for a Short-Term Rental

that has had its Certificate revoked within the last twelve (12)
months, except as permitted under 2-31-13(d);
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A renewed Accommodation Excise Tax Certificate shall be valid for one
(1) calendar year immediately following its issuance, beginning on January
1 and ending on December 31 of each year.

Fees paid for an Accommodation Excise Tax Certificate, or any renewal
thereof, are not refundable once a Certificate is issued.

Application Review/Denials.

The Community Development Director or his/her designee may deny an
application for an Accommodation Excise Tax Ceftificate, or any renewal thereof,

if:

(@)

(b)

(©

(d)

(€)

(f)

(9)

the application is for a property thatshas had its Certificate revoked within
the preceding twelve (12) months, except as permitted under 2-31-13(d);

the person applying lackS authority to represent the property owner for
which the application is made;

the applicant doeSnot qualify for a Certificate or the application is filed by
a person as a subterfuge:for another persen;

the application is incomplete, fail$ito meet'the application requirements of
this Ordinance, or does not contain the requisite documents, information, or
affirmations under this'Ordinance;

a Short-Term Rental is not permitted on the property for which a Certificate
IS sought, or If the, Dwelling Wnit or property being used as a Short-Term
Rental is in violation ofyany applicable zoning, subdivision, or building
codes;

information. or. materials submitted by the applicant to the County in
connection with, the application contain any fraudulent or material
misrepresentation, omission, or false or untruthful statement or information;
or

thedapplicant fails to pay any application fee required by this Ordinance.

All decisions denying an application for an Accommodation Excise Tax Certificate,
or any renewal thereof, shall be in writing and served upon the applicant by email
or certified mail, or both, to the email address or physical address provided by the
Applicant, and shall specify the reasons for the denial. Decisions denying an
application hereunder shall be appealable to the Board of Commissioners in
accordance with Section 2-31-13 of this Ordinance.

Violations and Penalties.
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Whenever in this Ordinance any act is prohibited (or not allowed) or is made
or declared to be unlawful or an offense, or whenever herein the doing of
an act is required or the failure to do any act is declared to be unlawful or
an offense, the violation of such provision shall be an ordinance violation
punishable as follows:

() Upon conviction of the first offense under this Ordinance within a
consecutive 12-month period, the owner(s) of the property and/or
the Certificate holder shall be punished by a fine of $250;

(i) Upon conviction of the second effense under this Ordinance within
a consecutive 12-month period, the owner(s) of the property and/or
the Certificate holder shalldbe punished by‘a fine of $500;

(i) Upon conviction of the third and any subsequent offense under this
Ordinance within‘@ consecutive 12-month period, the,owner(s) of
the property and/or the Certificate holder shall be punished by a fine
of $1,000; and

(iv)  Enforcement actions may also be brought against the occupants
and/or guests of awShort-Term 'Rental for violations of this
Ordinance and/or such other. ordinances of the County as may be
applicable to \thes conduct »of the occupants or guests,
notwithstanding that this Ordinance may also make the property
owner and/or the Certificate holder responsible for the conduct
constituting the violation. Violations of the provisions of this
Ordinanee, by occupants and/or guests of the Short-Term Rental
shall be an-ordinance violation punishable by a fine not to exceed
$1,000;

Each, day that,a Short-Term Rental is marketed, advertised, or rented for
overnight acecommodation without the necessary Short-Term Rental
Certificate required under this Ordinance shall constitute a separate
violation, Any person marketing, advertising, and/or operating a Short-
Term¢Rental without a valid Short-Term Rental Certificate in violation of
this Ordinance may be prosecuted and, upon conviction, punished by a fine
not to exceed $1,000;

Nonpayment of any taxes due from the operation of the Short-Term Rental
may subject the property owner and/or the Certificate holder to revocation
of a Certificate and/or any additional penalties, enforcement, or
consequences to the extent provided for by state law and County ordinances,
including, but not limited to those set forth in Ordinance Sections 2-14-20
through 2-14-36.
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Should the Glynn County Police Department respond to any property being
operated as a Short-Term Rental, the police should forward any report to
the Community Development Department.

Notwithstanding anything to the contrary herein, the imposition of a fine,
punishment, or other penalty under the provisions of this section shall not
prevent the suspension or revocation of any Accommodation Excise Tax
Certificate upon violation of this Ordinance.

Violations of this Ordinance may also subject the violator to any and all
other remedies, legal or equitable, availablé to Glynn County to the extent
provided for by law, including injunctivé relief.

No provision of the Ordinance is intended, nor ‘shall it be construed, as
giving the County or its representatives the right to enteninto any Dwelling
Unit for the purpose of searching, inspecting, or examiningithe premises to
determine compliance withithe provisions®f,this Ordinance'without a court
order or search warrant issued, by<a court of competent jurisdiction
authorizing such, search; provided, however, this shall not limit the
authority of a‘law enforcement hody to secure a search warrant in
connection with™ eriminalyactivity at a, Dwelling Unit unrelated to
compliance with this Ordinance or. the authority of the County to conduct
otherwise, lawful inspectionsfof a Dwelling Unit unrelated to compliance
with this Ordinance.

2-31-12 Certificate Suspensions and Revoeations.

(a)

In‘addition to any-otherpenalty, punishment, or remedy provided for under
this Qrdinance, a Certificate may be suspended or revoked by the County
Manager (or designee) as provided for herein. The County Manager, or his
or her designee, may, upon investigation, suspend or revoke an
Accommodationy Excise Tax Certificate associated with a Short-Term
Rental:

Q) iIf the property or Short-Term Rental corresponding to that
Certificate has been the subject of three (3) or more violations of
this Ordinance or the County’s noise ordinance which have resulted
in convictions of either the property owner, Certificate holder, Local
Point of Contact, or the occupants/guests (or any combination
thereof) in the immediately preceding twelve-month period,;

(i) if the Short-Term Rental or property upon which it is located is
being operated in a disorderly manner so as to constitute a public
nuisance after: (i) the Certificate holder and property owner (if
different) have been advised in writing by the County of the
unsatisfactory manner in which the Short-Term Rental is being
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operated; and (ii) after the Certificate holder and property owner (if
different) have been given a reasonable opportunity to cure said
deficiencies;

(iii)  upon learning that an applicant furnished or made any fraudulent or
material misrepresentation, omission, or false or untruthful
statement or information in the application (or supporting materials)
submitted to the County for a Certificate or renewal thereof;

(iv)  ifthe Certificate holder or property owner violates or fails to meet or
comply with any provision or requirement of this Ordinance, or fails
to timely pay or remit any Certificate fees imposed under the
provisions of this Ordinance or.any accommodation excise taxes due
to the County pursuantto, Sections 2-14-20 through 2-14-36;
provided, however, prior to any such suspension,or revocation, the
Certificate holder and property owner shall be advised in writing by
the County of suchivielation or nonscompliance andthe fees or taxes
believed to be past due, and the Certificate holder“and property
owner shall be provided fourteen (14) calendar days to correct and
cure suchfwielation or non-compliance, or pay any such past due fee
or excise tax; or

(v) if a Local Point of Contactyfails to respond to calls or complaints
regarding the' condition, operatien, or conduct of a Short-Term
Rental;, or the behavior or conduct of the occupants and/or guests
thereaf, \in a timely. and appropriate manner on three (3) or more
separate occasions within the immediately preceding twelve (12)
manths,provided that the County provides the Certificate holder and
property owner (if,different) with notice of each such failure and a
fourteen-day opportunity to respond to the notice in writing. It is not
intended that an owner, Managing Agency, or Local Point of
Contaet act as a peace officer or place himself or herself in an at-
risk situation.

If, upon investigation, the County Manager (or designee) determines that
sufficient grounds exist to suspend or revoke a Certificate in accordance
with this Section, the County Manager (or designee) shall issue written
notice of the suspension or revocation to the Certificate holder and property
owner, if different. Suspensions shall specify the length of the suspension,
not exceed twelve (12) months. The written notice of suspension or
revocation may be served upon the Certificate holder and property owner
by email or certified mail, or both, to the email address or physical address
provided by the Certificate holder in the application, and shall specify the
facts which, in the opinion of the County Manager (or designee) constitute
grounds for the suspension or revocation of the Certificate. The notice shall
also specify that the suspension or revocation of the Certificate shall become
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effective fifteen (15) calendar days from the date of the notice, unless the
Certificate holder appeals such decision to the Board of Commissioners in
writing in accordance with Section 2-31-13 of this Ordinance no later than
fourteen (14) calendar days from the date of the receipt of the notice of
suspension or revocation.

In the event that a single Accommodation Excise Tax Certificate is issued
for multiple Short-Term Rentals, the suspension or revocation notice shall
specify the Certificate sub-number(s) of the property(ies) whose Certificate
is being suspended or revoked. In such a case, suspension or revocation of
a Certificate(s) for the identified Short-Tefm Rental(s) shall not affect the
validity of the Certificate as it relates to‘the remaining Short-Term Rentals
on that Certificate.

Should an Accommodation Excise Tax Certificate for any Short-Term
Rental be revoked under this Ordinance, then no Accommodation Excise
Tax Certificate shall issue for that Property or to that property owner or
Certificate holder for that particular le€ation for a period of twelve (12)
months after the effective date of 4he revocation. Notwithstanding the
foregoing, a newnCertificate may be applied for and issued under an
application that' otherwise meets the sapplication requirements of this
Ordinance: (1) if the subjectiproperty is'sold to a new owner as part of an
arm’s length transaction; or (2) thesapplication is submitted by a Managing
AgeneyorAgent who will sefve as the new Certificate holder, provided that
ithas not been the Managing Agency or Agent or Certificate holder for that
particular property within the immediately preceding twelve (12) months.

2-31-13 Appeals.

(@)

(b)

Decisions denying, suspending, or revoking an Accommodation Excise Tax
Certificate,,or any renewal thereof, under this Ordinance may be appealed
by the Applicant or Certificate holder, as applicable, to the Board of
Commissioners.

Upon receipt of any decision or determination to deny, suspend, or revoke
any Accommodation Excise Tax Certificate, or any renewal thereof, an
applicant whose application was denied, or a Certificate holder whose
Certificate was revoked, may appeal such decision to the Board of
Commissioners. Any such appeal must be in writing and filed with the
County Clerk within fourteen (14) calendar days of the Applicant’s or
Certificate holder’s receipt of the decision being appealed. Appeals to the
Board of Commissioners must be sent to and received by the County Clerk
by certified U.S. mail or hand delivery. Appeals not physically received in
writing by the County Clerk within fourteen (14) calendar days of the
Applicant’s or Certificate holder’s receipt of the decision being appealed
will be deemed untimely and disallowed.
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The written appeal must state succinctly the grounds upon which it is
asserted that the decision should be reversed and shall be accompanied by
a copy of the decision from which the appeal is being made, along with any
other documents deemed relevant to the appeal. The filing of a timely
appeal to the Board of Commissioners will delay implementation of the
decision being appealed until a decision is made on that appeal by the Board
of Commissioners. If an appeal is not timely received, decisions denying,
suspending, or revoking a Certificate shall became effective and final on
the fifteenth (15") calendar day following the Applicant’s or Certificate
holder’s receipt of such decision.

Upon receipt of a timely appeal under this Ordihance, the County Clerk
shall schedule a hearing before the' Board of Commissioners at a regular or
special called meeting withingforty-five (45) days-ofithe receipt of the
appeal. The County Clerk‘shall provide written notice to the appealing
party of the time, place and date of the scheduled hearing by certified U.S.
mail.

The Board of Cammissioners shall have the duty of conducting hearings
concerning the denial,»revocation, or suspension of a Certificate. The
standard of proofon,all issues,in the hearing shall be a preponderance of
the evidence and a determination will be made,on the basis of the evidence
presentedhat the hearing:

At the hearing, after presentation of the case against the Applicant or
Certificate holder, the appealing party will have an opportunity to present
his,or her case,to.present evidence and information relevant to the appeal,
to rebut«the allegations'made against him or her, and to present whatever
defenses he or she has."The appealing party shall have the right to be
represented,\by an attorney at his or her own expense.

At the conclusion, of the hearing, the Board of Commissioners shall affirm,
modify, or reverse the decision being appealed. Written notice of the
Board’s decision shall be sent to the appealing party by the County Clerk
via email or certified U.S. mail, or both, and shall set forth the findings and
conclusions of the Board.

Decisions of the Board of Commissioners regarding denials, suspensions,
and revocations shall be binding, subject to the right of appeal to Superior
Court as provided by O.C.G.A. 8 5-4-1, et seq.

Right to Audit.

Glynn County shall have the right to audit and examine the books, papers, records,
and financial reports of any Certificate holder pursuant to Ordinance Section 2-14-
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32 (i.e. the Accommodation Excise Tax / Lodging Tax Ordinance) in order to verify
the accuracy of any accommodation excise tax return made, or if no return is made
by the Certificate holder, to ascertain and determine the amount required to be paid.
The Accommodation Excise Tax Certificate holder shall keep and maintain such
records, receipts, invoices, and other pertinent papers regarding the operation of a
Short-Term Rental as required by Ordinance Section 2-14-32 and shall establish
and maintain a reasonable accounting system to readily identify and calculate the
amount of accommodation excise taxes due for each Short-Term Rental.

Exceptions.

@ Real property that is occupied for a period, of less than thirty (30)
consecutive days by a buyer or seller of real property prior to or after the
closing of same shall not be considered a Short-Term, Rental or require an
Accommodation Excise Tax Certificate under this Ordinance, provided that
the property is not otherwisé furnished or offered for‘value to any other
person(s) during the same calendar year for thirty (30) days or less at one
time.

(b) Real property thatwis occupied by.or offered for occupancy to the same
person for a period greater than thirty (30) consecutive days shall not be
considered a Short-Term'Rental or require’an Accommodation Excise Tax
Certificate under this ©rdinance, previded thatithe property is not otherwise
furnishedwor offered  for value to anywether person(s) during the same
calendar yearfor thirty(30) days or lessat one time.

EffeCtive Date.

This Ordinanceshall become éeffective on January 1, 2021. Any Accommodation
Excise Tax Certificate issued under this Ordinance on or before December 31,
2020, shall be valid beginning on January 1, 2021.

Severability.

Iif any section, clause, sentence or phrase of this Ordinance is held to be invalid or
uneconstitutional by any court of competent jurisdiction, then said holding shall in
noway effect the validity of the remaining portions of this Ordinance. It is hereby
declared as the intent of Glynn County that this Ordinance would have been adopted
had such'invalid or unconstitutional portion not been included herein.

SECTION 11

This Amendment shall become effective on January 1, 2021.
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Adopted by the Glynn County Board of Commissioners this the day of
, 2020.

GLYNN COUNTY BOARD
OF COMMISSIONERS

By:
MICHAEL B

ING, CHAIRMAN

ATTEST:

By:
DHWANI PATEL, COUNTY CLERK

(SEAL)
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EXPLANATION OF CHANGES

Additions - underlined

Deletions - strikethrough

Chapter 2-31, Short-Term Rentals, is entirely new.
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GLYNN COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
GLYNN COUNTY, GEORGIA

Ordinance: #0-2020-
Adoption:

At the regular meeting of the Glynn County Board of Commissioners, held in the Glynn
County Historic Courthouse, Second Floor Commissioners’ Meeting Room, 701 G Street,
Brunswick, Georgia:

Present:

Michael Browning, Chairman, District 1

Bill Brunson, Vice Chairman, District 4

Peter Murphy, Commissioner, District 2

Wayne Neal, Commissioner, District 3

Allen Booker, Commissioner, District 5

David O’Quinn, Commissioner, At Large Post 1
Bob Coleman, Commissioner, At Large Post 2

On motion of , Which carried ,
the following Ordinance amendment was adopted:

AN AMENDMENJTO,ITHE CODE OF.ORDINANEES, GLYNN COUNTY,
GEORGIA, TO' ADDA CHAPTER 2-31 REGARDING SHORT-TERM
RENTALS; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES.

WHEREAS, the\Constitution.ef the State of Georgia provides in Article 1X, Section 2,
Paragraph 1 thereof, that the governing authority of the County may adopt clearly reasonable
ordinances;jresolutions, and regulations;

WHEREAS, O.C.G.A. §36=1-20 authorizes Glynn County to adopt ordinances preserving
the public health, safety, and welfare, and to adopt appropriate measures to enforce those
ordinances;

WHEREAS, O.C.G.A. § 48-13-53 authorizes Glynn County to adopt appropriate
ordinances providing,forthe manner of imposition, payment, and collection of excise taxes levied
upon the furnishingfor value to the public of any room or rooms, lodgings, or accommodations,
as well as all other procedures related to such excise tax;

WHEREAS, Glynn County is a popular vacation destination for individuals and families;
WHEREAS, an increasingly large number of people vacationing in Glynn County rent

privately owned residential properties known as Short-Term Rentals in lieu of using other forms
of transient, commercially-available accommodations;
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WHEREAS, it is estimated that there are in excess of 1,000 Short-Term Rental units
available to transient occupants/guests at any one time within the unincorporated area of Glynn
County;

WHEREAS, many Short-Term Rental owners do not comply with existing local
ordinances regarding the collection, reporting, and remittance of accommodation excise taxes due
to Glynn County;

WHEREAS, Glynn County is losing substantial tax revenues,from the nonpayment or
underpayment of accommodation excise taxes owed to Glynn County from Short-Term Rental
operations;

WHEREAS, Short-Term Rentals are often rented for the purpose of hosting events and
gatherings, such as weddings, birthdays, and anniversaries;

WHEREAS, transient occupants/guests ofs&Short-Term Rentals are often upnaware of or do
not adhere to local rules and regulations regarding noise, parkingptrash, and public safety;

WHEREAS, Short-Term Rentals are often theysource of complaints from permanent
residents regarding noise, late night parties, increased traffic, trash, and other disruptive activities;

WHEREAS, Short-Term Rentals are often eperated in‘a manner inconsistent with single-
family residential use and their operation can,have a detrimental effect on long-term residents and
the value of their properties;

WHEREAS, Short-Term Rentals are often operated in a manner that negatively affects
surrounding residential properties, as well as the character, integrity, and stability of the residential
neighborhoods in which they are located,;

WHEREAS; the Glynn County Board ofCommissioners finds that there is a need to adopt
a Short<Term Rental'Qrdinance asia mechanism to ensure that Accommodation Excise Taxes owed
to Glynn County due to'Short-TermyRentals are properly collected, reported, and remitted to the
County;,

WHEREAS, the Glynn County Board of Commissioners finds and determines that
regulations and standards fer Short-Term Rentals are needed to minimize the adverse effects of
Short-Term Rentals on surrounding residential properties and neighborhoods;

WHEREAS, the Glynn County Board of Commissioners finds and determines that
regulations and standards for Short-Term Rentals are needed to preserve the character, integrity,
and stability of residential neighborhoods in which Short-Term Rentals operate; and

WHEREAS, the Glynn County Board of Commissioners deems it necessary, advisable,
and in the best interests of the health, safety, prosperity, and general welfare of the citizens of
Glynn County, Georgia, to adopt this Ordinance regarding Short-Term Rentals and to and address
the matters set forth herein;
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED, by the Glynn County Board of
Commissioners, this day of , 2020, that the Code of
Ordinances, Glynn County, Georgia, be and is hereby amended by adding a Chapter 2-31, Short-
Term Rentals, as follows:

SECTION I

The Code of Ordinances, Glynn County, Georgia, is hereby amended to add a Chapter 2-
31, Short-Term Rentals, to read as follows:

CHAPTER 2-31
SHORT-TERM RENTALS
2-31-1 Short Title.

This Ordinance shall be known and may be‘cited as the “Short-Term Rental
Ordinance of Glynn County”.

2-31-2 Purpose.

It is the purpose of this Ordinance to regulate the use of and establish standards for
privately ownedwresidential propertysed as vacation homes and rented to transient
occupantsSo as toensure that Accommodation Excise Taxes owed to Glynn County
are properly collected and remitted to Glynn County, to minimize the adverse
effects of Short-Term Rental uses on surrounding residential properties and
neighbarheods, and to-preserve the character, integrity, and stability of residential
neighborhoods dn which Short=Term Rentals are located. This Ordinance is not
intended to regulate hotels, motels, inns, hospitals, or non-vacation type rental
arrangements.

2-31-3 Definitions.

T he following words, terms, and phrases, when used in this Ordinance, shall have
the,meanings ascribed to them in this section, except where the context clearly
indicates adifferent meaning. When not inconsistent with the context, words in the
pluralknumber include the singular number, and words in the singular include the
plural number.

@ “Accommodation Excise Tax” means the excise tax (also known as the
“Lodging Tax”) imposed and collected by Glynn County pursuant to
0O.C.G.A 88 48-13-50 through 48-13-63 and Glynn County Ordinance
Sections 2-14-20 through 2-14-36 for the furnishing for value to the public
of any rooms, lodgings, or accommodations in the unincorporated area of
Glynn County.
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“Accommodation Excise Tax Certificate” or “Certificate” means the
document issued by the Finance Department to the property owner or the
Managing Agency or Managing Agent of a Short-Term Rental under this
Ordinance containing an official Short-Term Rental Accommodation
Excise Tax number for the purpose of verifying and enforcing compliance
with the accommodation excise tax requirements of the Glynn County Code
of Ordinances, as well the other provisions of this Ordinance pertaining to
the operation of a Short-Term Rental for transient occupants.

“Advertisement” or “Advertising” meanssthe listing or marketing of any
real property as a Short-Term Rental throughhany print, outdoor, digital,
broadcast, or other advertising medium, such as, magazines, brochures,
newsletters, banners, signs, socialdmedia platforms, apps on a smartphone,
electronic or online marketplaces or booking platferms, marketplace
facilitators, websites, internet, computer or other electronic devices,
television, or radio.

“Board of Commissioners” or “Board™ means the Glynn County Board of
Commissioners.

“Commercial Event” meanspan event or, gathering of people, or the
marketing or advertising thereof, where a‘fee is charged in exchange for
allowingran event or gathering on the property.

“Community. Development Department” means the Glynn County
Community Development Department.

“County” means Glynn Ceunty, Georgia.

“Dwelling Unit” means one or more rooms, designed, occupied or intended
for occupancy, as separate living quarters for one party with cooking,
sleeping and ‘sanitary facilities provided within the dwelling unit for the
exclusive use of the occupants thereof.

“Finance Department” means the Glynn County Finance Department.

“Local Point of Contact” or “Point of Contact” means a person who is at
least eighteen (18) years of age and who, using reasonably prudent business
practices, is responsible for ensuring that all occupants and/or guests of the
Short-Term Rental comply with all applicable laws, rules and regulations
pertaining to the use and occupancy of the subject Short-Term Rental and
for responding to questions or concerns from occupants, guests, and the
County regarding the operation of the Short-Term Rental.
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“Managing Agency” or “Managing Agent” means a person, firm, agency,
or company with a valid county occupation tax certificate that manages one
or more Short-Term Rentals under a management agreement on behalf of
the owner of the Short-Term Rental.

“Maximum Occupancy Rate” means no more than two persons per
bedroom, plus two additional persons. A bedroom is aroom or space within
the Short-Term Rental furnished with one or more beds and that is
customarily used and intended primarily for sleeping. Children under
twelve (12) years of age shall not be includeddn determining the maximum
occupancy of a Short-Term Rental, but inno event shall occupancy exceed
fifteen (15) persons total, including children:

“Owner” means a person that holds legal title to private property.

“Party” means one or more pérsons who as a single group rent a Short-Term
Rental pursuant to a single reservation andspayment.

“Person” means an individual, firm¢ partnership, corporation, association,
company, agency,syndicate, estate, trust, business trust, receiver, fiduciary
or any combination-acting as a unit,"body politic, or political subdivision
whether public, private orquasi-public.

“Property*,means a legal lot0f record on,which any Rental Unit(s) is being
operated or offered as a Short-Term Rental.

“Rental Unit” means a Residential Dwelling Unit that is offered for lease,
rental, trade or.barter. Multiple Rental Units may be located on the same

property:

“Short-Term Rental” means an accommodation for transient occupants or
guests wherepin exchange for compensation of any type or amount, a
Residential Rental Unit is provided for lodging for a period of time not to
exceed thirty (30) consecutive days.

Any term used in this Ordinance that is also used in the Zoning Ordinance
of Glynn County shall have the same meaning as defined in the Zoning
Ordinance, unless otherwise specifically defined in this section.

Accommodation Excise Tax Certificate.

(@)

It shall be unlawful for any owner of any property within the unincorporated
areas of Glynn County, excluding Jekyll Island (hereinafter “Glynn
County” or “County”), to market, advertise, rent, or operate a Short-Term
Rental without an Accommaodation Excise Tax Certificate, or to operate a

Page 5 of 21



2-31-5
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Short-Term Rental contrary to the procedures and regulations established in
this Ordinance, other provisions of this Code, or any applicable state law.

An Accommodation Excise Tax Certificate must be obtained from the
Finance Department prior to the use, operation, offering, or advertisement
of any Short-term Rental in Glynn County. Any property being used,
operated, offered, or advertised as a Short-Term Rental in Glynn County
must have a current Accommodation Excise Tax Certificate validly issued
by the Finance Department reflecting compliance,with the Accommodation
Excise Tax requirements of the Glynn County Code of Ordinances,
specifically Article Il of Chapter 2-14.4t shall be a violation of this
Ordinance to use, operate, or advertise a‘'Short-Term Rental without a valid
Accommodation Excise Tax Certificate issued hy Glynn County under this
Ordinance.

An Accommodation Excisedrax Certificate shall only be issued to a person
with an ownership interest in the Short-Term Rental or‘tona Managing
Agency or Agent that manages, the Short-Term Rental. Renters of real
property are not eligible to “receive an Accommodation Excise Tax
Certificate, unleSsy.the property“owner has provided explicit written
permission to the tenant:

Short-Term Rental Standards.

Short-Term Rentals, as defined in‘Section 2-31-3, shall be subject to the following
general‘requirements in addition to the zoning district regulations for the zoning
district in which the Short-Term Rental is located:

()

Short-Term Rentals shall,meet all applicable building, health, fire, and
related safety codes at all'times. Each Short-Term Rental shall also have:

M working smoke and carbon monoxide detectors in every bedroom
and on all habitable floors;

(i) a properly maintained and charged fire extinguisher in each Short-
Term Rental unit; and

() asolid waste collection (trash) service that removes waste at least
once a week. All solid waste (trash) must be contained in secured
containers when outside of the residence. Trash and refuse shall not
be left or stored on the exterior of the property unless it is placed in
a curbside container. The curbside container shall not be placed on
the curb awaiting trash service pick up any sooner than twenty-four
(24) hours prior to the pickup day and must be removed no later than
twenty-four (24) hours after trash service pickup.
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2-31-7

(b) No exterior signage shall be permitted except in accordance with the
regulations for the district in which the Short-Term Rental is located.

(©) Short-Term Rentals shall not be operated outdoors or in a non-habitable
structure.

d) Parking shall be provided in accordance with any existing or future parking
ordinances of the County or district in which the Short-Term Rental unit is
located.

(e) Only one party of guests shall be permitted per Short-Term Rental unit.

Parking.

@) Each Short-Term Rental shall¢designate the maximum, number of cars
allowed on-site and, where applicable, instructions for off-site parking for
cars exceeding the maximum allowed on-site.

(b) Parking spaces within the groundsiof the Short-Term Rental unit must be
clearly identifiedfor guests use.

(© The property owner shall'provide guestswith parking instructions prior to
arrival.

(d) Exceeding the. maximum«number of vehicles allowed on-site of a Short-
Term Rental'is a violation of this Ordinance.

Operation.

@ Occupancy of a Short-Term Rental between the hours of 11:00 p.m. and
6:00 a.m. shall not exceed the maximum occupancy rate, as defined in
Section 2-31-3. No person operating or occupying a Short-Term Rental
shall violate or exceed, or allow another to exceed, the maximum occupancy
rate.

(b) A short term rental shall not be used for hosting any commercial events.

(©) The Accommodation Excise Tax Certificate holder shall keep on file with

the County at all times the name, cell phone number, and email address of
a valid Local Point of Contact who shall use reasonably prudent business
practices to ensure that all occupants and/or guests of the Short-Term Rental
comply with all applicable laws, rules and regulations pertaining to the use
and occupancy of the Short-Term Rental, as well as for responding to
questions or concerns from occupants, guests, and the County regarding the
operation of the Short-Term Rental. The Local Point of Contact may, but

Page 7 of 21



(d)

(€)

(f)

does not necessarily need to be, the property owner or representative of a
Managing Agency or Agent.

The Local Point of Contact shall be available twenty-four (24) hours a day
to accept telephone calls and respond to complaints regarding the condition,
operation, or conduct of a Short-Term Rental, including the behavior and
conduct of the occupants and/or guests thereof. When the Short-Term
Rental is rented and occupied, the Local Point of Contact must be available
to respond to complaints in person at the Shert-Term Rental within a
reasonable time period, not to exceed two (2)¢hours after notification of the
complaint.

Failure of the Local Point of Contact'to respond to,calls or complaints in a
timely and appropriate manner Shall be a violation of this Ordinance.
However, it is not intended that@ny property owner, Local Point of Contact,
and/or Certificate holder act@s a peace officer or place himself or herself in
an at-risk situation.

A valid Short-Term Rental Accommaodation Excise Tax Certificate shall be
posted in a conspicuous location inside the main entrance of the Short-Term
Rental on or adjacent torthe front door. In addition to the Accommodation
Excise Tax Certificate, a clearly visible'and legible notice containing the
following informationshall be conspicuously posted within the Short-Term
Rental'omer adjacent'tothe front door Sign:

(i) the name of the ‘Lacal Point of Contact and an email address and
telephone numbertat, which the Local Point of Contact may be
reachedson.a 24-hour,\7 days a week, basis. The notice must be
updated within seven'(7) days of any change of the Local Point of
Contact and/or such person’s telephone number;

() the'name and address of the nearest hospital;

(iii) '\ the maximum number of overnight occupants (maximum occupancy
rate) permitted in the Short-Term Rental and a statement notifying
the occupants that failure to conform to the occupancy requirements
of the Short-Term Rental is a violation of this Ordinance;

(tv)  the maximum number of vehicles allowed to be parked on the
property and a statement notifying the occupants that exceeding the
maximum number of vehicles allowed on-site is a violation of this
Ordinance;

(v) the County’s noise ordinance regulations and a statement notifying

the occupant(s) that any failure to comply with the County’s noise
ordinance is a violation of this Ordinance;
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(i)

()

(vi)  state and County emergency management website information; and
(vii)  other relevant community restriction(s), if applicable.

All property specific digital, outdoor, or print advertising for any Short-
Term Rental, including electronic or digital advertising on Short-Term
Rental websites, shall include the Accommodation Excise Tax Certificate
number, or Certificate sub-number if applicablgyissued by the County for
the Short-Term Rental. It is a violation of this Ordinance to advertise a
Short-Term Rental using an expired Accommodation Excise Tax Certificate
number or a Certificate number that was not assigned to the Short-Term
Rental by the County.

Short-term Rentals, and the “operation thereaf,y are subject to
Accommodation Excise TaXes and Occupation Taxes<and are liable for
payment thereof as established by state lawsand the Glynn‘County Code of
Ordinances. The Accommodation Excise Tax Certificate holder shall timely
remit all applicable Accommodatien’ Excise Taxes and Occupation Taxes
owed in connection,with the operation of Short-Term Rental(s) as set forth
in Glynn County Ordinance Sections2-14-20 through 2-14-36 and Sections
2-6-1 through 2-6-50. Netwithstanding-anything to the contrary contained
in the County’s Occupation TaxyOrdinance, (Ordinance Sections 2-6-1
through2=6-50), persons operating a Short-Term Rental shall not be exempt
frem the provisions of'such Ordinance of from the payment of occupation
taxes thereunder.

The Accommodation Excise Tax Certificate holder shall maintain records
ofalhShort-Term Rentalbooking dates, rental income, and taxes collected
and remitted to Glynn County for three years and shall provide such records
to,the County upon request.

The'/Aecommadation Excise Tax Certificate holder shall abide by any local,
state, ‘or federal rules during a declared disaster event, including, but not
limited to evacuation and reentry orders and shall provide guests with the
Stateand County emergency management websites and emergency contact
phene numbers.

Application for Certificate.

(@)

Any property owner or Managing Agency desiring to operate a Short-Term
Rental must submit an application for an Accommodation Excise Tax
Certificate to the Finance Department on a form to be provided by the
County. Upon submission of a properly completed application, an applicant
meeting the conditions and requirements of this Ordinance for the operation
of a Short-Term Rental shall qualify for and be issued an Accommodation
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Excise Tax Certificate for such Short-Term Rental. At the time of filing an
application for an initial Accommodation Excise Tax Certificate, an
applicant must:

(i)

(i)

(iii)

(iv)

(v)

(vi)

(Vi)

(viii)

(ix)

(x)

pay and submit to Glynn County a Certificate fee of $150 for each
Short-Term Rental. If the application is filed prior to July 1 of a
particular year, the full $150 fee shall be paid. If the application is
filed after July 1, the Certificate fee shall be $75;

provide the name, address, email, and contact information of the
property owner;

provide the address and parcelidentification number of the property
where the Short-Term Rentalyis located,;

provide the number of Rental Units on the propertysand the number
of bedrooms in each Rental Unit;

state whether the applicant.iS the property owner or a Managing
Agency arAgent operating the Short-Term Rental on behalf of the
property Qwner;

specify whether the Short-Term Rental is or will be managed by a
Managing Agency or' Agentandyprovide the name, address, email,
phene, number; and occupation“tax number of such Managing
Agency or Agent;

provide the name, address, email address and cell phone number for
a‘Local Point of Centact, as such term is defined in Section 2-31-3;

provide the number of parking spaces on the grounds of the Short-
Term Rental and affirm whether those spaces are clearly identified
for oceupant and guest use.

affirm the applicant’s responsibility to collect and timely remit
accommodation excise taxes in accordance with Ordinance Sections
2-14-20 through 2-14-36 and to pay occupation taxes in accordance
with Ordinance Sections 2-6-1 through 2-6-50;

affirm that the Short-Term Rental is not in violation of any other
land use restrictions, including covenants, deed restrictions,
homeowner association rules and regulations, or other such
restrictions;
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(b)

(©)

(d)

(€)

(xi)  affirm understanding that Glynn County strongly recommends that
the property owner carry property and renter’s liability insurance
that specifically covers Short-Term Rental use;

(xii)  affirm that the Short-Term Rental has an operable fire extinguisher
in every rental unit and working smoke and carbon monoxide
detectors in every bedroom and on all habitable floors;

(xiit) affirm that the Short-Term Rental has solid waste collection (trash)
service that removes solid waste at least once a week;

(xiv) affirm that the Short-Term Rental has nho past due accommodation
excise taxes, Accommodation Excise. Tax Certificate fees, ad
valorem taxes, or fines forvielations of this Ordinance; and

(xv) affirm whether the<applicant or Short-Term Rental has had an
Accommodation Execise Tax Certificate suspended, or revoked
within the previous twelve (12)smonths.

If the applicant is'a,Managing Agency or Agent, the Managing Agency or
Agent must submit documentation evidencing that it is authorized to submit
the application and otherwise,manage ‘and, act on behalf of the property
owner in relation to'the operation and use of the Short-Term Rental.

Should any property owner or Managing /Agency or Agent own or manage
two or more Short-Term Rentals, a single Accommodation Excise Tax
Certificate may be issued formultiple properties under common ownership
oryprofessional.management that otherwise meet the requirements for a
Certificate under-this Ordinance, provided that the requisite payment,
information, and confirmations are provided by the applicant for each
Short-Term,Rental. In the event that a single Accommodation Excise Tax
Certificate'1s issued for multiple Short-Term Rentals hereunder, each Short-
Term Rental under the Certificate shall be assigned separate Certificate sub-
numbers.

Any /fraudulent or material misrepresentation, omission, or false or
untruthful statement or information furnished by or made by the applicant
in any application (or supporting materials) submitted to the County for a
Certificate or renewal thereof shall be grounds for denial, suspension, or
revocation of an Accommodation Excise Tax Certificate, or any renewal
thereof.

All requirements, acknowledgements, affirmations, and attestations
necessary to obtain an Accommodation Excise Tax Certificate must be
continuously maintained at all times throughout the duration of the initial
Accommodation Excise Tax Certificate and any renewal thereof. All
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()

material changes in the information or supporting documents or materials
provided to the County in any application (or renewal application),
including any change in the Local Point of Contact and/or such person’s
contact information shall be updated and reported in writing to the Finance
Department within three (3) business days of such change.

An Accommodation Excise Certificate is not assignable or transferable.
Upon sale of a property or when a Managing Agency or Agent changes,
there will be a 30-day grace period to operate ass@ short term rental so long
as an application for an Accommodation Excise Tax Certificate is submitted
by the new owner or Managing Agency or’/Agent within seven days of the
sale or management change.

2-31-9 Certificate Expiration/Renewal.

(@)

(b)

All accommodation Excise Fax Certificates, and any renewals thereof, shall
expire on December 31€0f each year. #Applications for renewal of a
Certificate for the following calendar year must be filed on“or before the
second Monday of December of each year in order to allow sufficient time
for the Finance Department to review. and process the application prior to
expiration of the Certificate on December,31. However, nothing herein shall
be construed as precluding thefiling of an application for renewal after such
date. In such case, the, Finance Department shall use reasonable efforts to
reviewsthe.application upon réceipt, but'neither the Finance Department nor
the' County:shall be under@ny obligationto process the renewal application
or Issue any renewal Certificate prior to December 31. If a Certificate is not
renewed befare it expireston December 31, a renewal application shall be
treated as_.an initial application, and the applicant shall be required to
comply.with all rules andiregulations for the granting of an initial Certificate
to the.same extent as if no'previous Certificate had been held.

T renew amy, Accommodation Excise Tax Certificate for the ensuing
calendar year, Certificate holders must submit and file a renewal application
with the Finance Department on a form to be provided by the County. In
order to qualify for and be issued a renewed Certificate, the applicant, at the
time of filing, must:

Q) pay and submit to Glynn County an annual renewal fee of $100 for
each Short-Term Rental;

(i) affirm and update, as needed, all information, documentation, and

affirmations, submitted to the County in the application for the
initial Certificate set forth in Section 2-31-8 above;
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2-31-10

(©)

(d)

(iii)  affirm that all Accommodation Excise Taxes for each Short-Term
Rental under the Certificate being renewed have been collected and
timely remitted to Glynn County; and

(iv)  affirm that the renewal application is not for a Short-Term Rental
that has had its Certificate revoked within the last twelve (12)
months, except as permitted under 2-31-13(d);

A renewed Accommodation Excise Tax Certificate shall be valid for one
(1) calendar year immediately following its issuance, beginning on January
1 and ending on December 31 of each year:

Fees paid for an Accommodation Excise Tax Certificate, or any renewal
thereof, are not refundable once a«Certificate is issued.

Application Review/Denials.

The Finance Director or his/her “designee 4/may deny an application for an
Accommodation Excise Tax Certificate, or.any renewal thereof, if:

(@)

(b)

(©)

(d)

(€)

(f)

9)

the application is foraproperty that hasyhad its Certificate revoked within
the preceding twelve (12) months, except as,permitted under 2-31-13(d);

the person, applying ‘lacks authority: tonrepresent the property owner for
whichthe application is made;

the applicant/does not qualify for a Certificate or the application is filed by
a person asd@ subterfuge for.another person;

the application is incomplete, fails to meet the application requirements of
this Ordinance, or does not contain the requisite documents, information, or
affirmations under this Ordinance;

a Short-Term Rental is not permitted on the property for which a Certificate
is sought;

information or materials submitted by the applicant to the County in
connection with the application contain any fraudulent or material
misrepresentation, omission, or false or untruthful statement or information;
or

the applicant fails to pay any application fee required by this Ordinance.

All decisions denying an application for an Accommodation Excise Tax Certificate,
or any renewal thereof, shall be in writing and served upon the applicant by email
or certified mail, or both, to the email address or physical address provided by the
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2-31-11

Applicant, and shall specify the reasons for the denial. Decisions denying an
application hereunder shall be appealable to the Board of Commissioners in
accordance with Section 2-31-14 of this Ordinance.

Violations and Penalties.

(@)

()

(©)

Whenever in this Ordinance any act is prohibited (or not allowed) or is made
or declared to be unlawful or an offense, or whenever herein the doing of
an act is required or the failure to do any act isdeclared to be unlawful or
an offense, the violation of such provision shall be an ordinance violation
punishable as follows:

Q) Upon conviction of the first offense underthis Ordinance within a
consecutive 12-month period, the owner(s) of the property and/or
the Certificate holder shall be punished by a fine,of $250;

(i) Upon conviction of the second offense under this Ordinance within
a consecutive 12-monthyperiodthe owner(s) of the property and/or
the Certificate holder shall'be‘punished by a fine of $500;

(iii) ~ Upon convictionyef the third andhany subsequent offense under this
Ordinance within‘a censecutive 12-month period, the owner(s) of
the property‘and/or the Certificate halder shall be punished by a fine
ofi$1,000; and

(iv) Enforcement actions may also be brought against the occupants
and/or guests of'a\ Short-Term Rental for violations of this
Ordinanee,and/or such, other ordinances of the County as may be
applicable”"to “the “conduct of the occupants or guests,
notwithstanding that this Ordinance may also make the property
owner and/or the Certificate holder responsible for the conduct
constituting the violation. Violations of the provisions of this
Ordinance by occupants and/or guests of the Short-Term Rental
shall be an ordinance violation punishable by a fine not to exceed
$1,000;

Each day that a Short-Term Rental is marketed, advertised, or rented for
overnight accommodation without the necessary Short-Term Rental
Certificate required under this Ordinance shall constitute a separate
violation. Any person marketing, advertising, and/or operating a Short-
Term Rental without a valid Short-Term Rental Certificate in violation of
this Ordinance may be prosecuted and, upon conviction, punished by a fine
not to exceed $1,000;

Nonpayment of any taxes due from the operation of the Short-Term Rental
may subject the property owner and/or the Certificate holder to revocation
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2-31-12

(d)

(€)

()

of a Certificate and/or any additional penalties, enforcement, or
consequences to the extent provided for by state law and County ordinances,
including, but not limited to those set forth in Ordinance Sections 2-14-20
through 2-14-36 and Sections 2-6-1 through 2-6-50.

Should the Glynn County Police Department respond to any property being
operated as a Short-Term Rental, the police should forward any report to
the Community Development Department.

Notwithstanding anything to the contrary herein, the imposition of a fine,
punishment, or other penalty under the pravisions of this section shall not
prevent the suspension or revocation of any. Accommodation Excise Tax
Certificate upon violation of this Ordinance.

Violations of this Ordinance may also subject the violator to any and all
other remedies, legal or equitable, available to Glynn County to the extent
provided for by law, including injunctive relief.

Temporary Certificate Suspension.

(@)

()

(©)

In addition to other-remedies provided for in this Ordinance, the County
Manager, with the eoncurrence of the Chief of Police, may temporarily
suspend any Accommeodation Excise Tax Certificate issued pursuant to this
Ordinanece,upon a reasonable belief that,the operation of the Short-Term
Rental poseshan imminent serious health and safety threat and that the
suspension is In the bestinterest of the public health and safety.

Decisions £of .the County, Manager to temporarily suspend an
Accommodation Excisenftax Certificate under this Section shall become
effective and implemented immediately for a period not to exceed fourteen
(24) days pending a hearing by the County Manager to determine whether
the conditions,giving rise to the temporary suspension have been abated or
whether the suspension should be extended due to public health and safety
concerns. At the hearing, the Certificate holder shall be afforded an
opportunity to produce evidence and information relevant to the temporary
suspension. If, after the hearing, the County Manager extends the
suspension beyond the initial fourteen (14) day period, such decision shall
be appealable pursuant to Section 2-31-14, except that an appeal of a
temporary suspension under this Section shall not stay enforcement of or
delay implementation of the temporary suspension or continuation thereof.

If the conditions that gave rise to the temporary suspension are remedied in
advance of any hearing, the Certificate holder may request reinstatement by
the County Manager. If the County Manager determines that the conditions
giving rise to the temporary suspension no longer exist, the Accommodation
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Excise Tax Certificate shall be reinstated without the need for a hearing
before the County Manager.

2-31-13 Certificate Suspensions and Revocations.

(@)

In addition to any other penalty, punishment, or remedy provided for under
this Ordinance, a Certificate may be suspended or revoked by the County
Manager (or designee) as provided for herein. The County Manager, or his
or her designee, may, upon investigationasuspend or revoke an
Accommodation Excise Tax Certificate associated with a Short-Term
Rental:

Q) if the property or Short-Term Rentalycorresponding to that
Certificate has been the subject of three (3) er more violations of
this Ordinance or the County’s noise ordinance which have resulted
in convictions of either the property owner, Certificate holder, Local
Point of Contact{or the occupants/guests (or anyscombination
thereof) in the immediately preceding twelve-month period,;

(i) if the Shori-Term Rental ‘or property upon which it is located is
being operated in.a disorderly_ manner so as to constitute a public
nuisance after: (1) the Certificate holder and property owner (if
different) have been advised in ‘writing by the County of the
unsatisfactory. manner in whichythe Short-Term Rental is being
operated; and (ii) after the Certificate holder and property owner (if
different) have been given a reasonable opportunity to cure said
deficiencies;

(118) %, upon learning that.an applicant furnished or made any fraudulent or
material misrepresentation, omission, or false or untruthful
statement or information in the application (or supporting materials)
submitted to the County for a Certificate or renewal thereof;

(iv) ' If the Certificate holder or property owner violates or fails to meet or
comply with any provision or requirement of this Ordinance, or fails
to timely pay or remit any Certificate fees imposed under the
provisions of this Ordinance or any accommodation excise taxes due
to the County pursuant to Sections 2-14-20 through 2-14-36;
provided, however, prior to any such suspension or revocation, the
Certificate holder and property owner shall be advised in writing by
the County of such violation or non-compliance and the fees or taxes
believed to be past due, and the Certificate holder and property
owner shall be provided fourteen (14) calendar days to correct and
cure such violation or non-compliance, or pay any such past due fee
or excise tax; or

Page 16 of 21



(b)

(©)

(d)

(v) if a Local Point of Contact fails to respond to calls or complaints
regarding the condition, operation, or conduct of a Short-Term
Rental, or the behavior or conduct of the occupants and/or guests
thereof, in a timely and appropriate manner on three (3) or more
separate occasions within the immediately preceding twelve (12)
months, provided that the County provides the Certificate holder and
property owner (if different) with notice of each such failure and a
fourteen-day opportunity to respond to the notice in writing. It is not
intended that an owner, Managing Agency, or Local Point of
Contact act as a peace officer or placé himself or herself in an at-
risk situation.

If, upon investigation, the County Manager (or designee) determines that
sufficient grounds exist to suspendior revoke a Certificate in accordance
with this Section, the CountydManager (or designee)shall issue written
notice of the suspension or revocation to the Certificate holder and property
owner, if different. Suspensions shall spegify the length of the suspension,
not exceed twelve (12) maonths. The® written notice of Suspension or
revocation may be served upon the Certificate holder and property owner
by email or certified mail, or both;to the email address or physical address
provided by the ‘Certificate holder in‘the,application, and shall specify the
facts which, in the opinion ofithe County Manager (or designee) constitute
grounds for the suspension or revoeation ofthe Certificate. The notice shall
also specify that the suspension or revocation of the Certificate shall become
effective fifteen (15) calendar days fromthe date of the notice, unless the
Certificate halder appeals such decision to the Board of Commissioners in
writing in accordance with Section 2-31-14 of this Ordinance no later than
fourteen (14) calendar days from the date of the receipt of the notice of
suspension or revocation:

In,the event that a single Accommodation Excise Tax Certificate is issued
for multiple Short-Term Rentals, the suspension or revocation notice shall
specify. the Certificate sub-number(s) of the property(ies) whose Certificate
is being suspended or revoked. In such a case, suspension or revocation of
a Certificate(s) for the identified Short-Term Rental(s) shall not affect the
validity of the Certificate as it relates to the remaining Short-Term Rentals
ondhat Certificate.

Should an Accommodation Excise Tax Certificate for any Short-Term
Rental be revoked under this Ordinance, then no Accommodation Excise
Tax Certificate shall issue for that Property or to that property owner or
Certificate holder for that particular location for a period of twelve (12)
months after the effective date of the revocation. Notwithstanding the
foregoing, a new Certificate may be applied for and issued under an
application that otherwise meets the application requirements of this
Ordinance: (1) if the subject property is sold to a new owner as part of an
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arm’s length transaction; or (2) the application is submitted by a Managing
Agency or Agent who will serve as the new Certificate holder, provided that
it has not been the Managing Agency or Agent or Certificate holder for that
particular property within the immediately preceding twelve (12) months.

2-31-14 Appeals.

(@)

(b)

(©

(d)

(€)

Decisions denying, suspending, or revoking an Accommodation Excise Tax
Certificate, or any renewal thereof, under this Qrdinance may be appealed
by the Applicant or Certificate holder, as<applicable, to the Board of
Commissioners.

Upon receipt of any decision or detefminationto deny, suspend, or revoke
any Accommodation Excise Tax{Certificate, or any, renewal thereof, an
applicant whose application was denied, or a Certificate holder whose
Certificate was revoked, imay appeal such decision to, the Board of
Commissioners. Any such appeal mustbe in writing and filed with the
County Clerk within fourteen(14) calendar days of the Applicant’s or
Certificate holder’s receipt of the decision being appealed. Appeals to the
Board of Commissioners must be sent.to and received by the County Clerk
by certified U.S.\mail or,hand delivery. Appeals not physically received in
writing by the County Clerk,within fourteen (14) calendar days of the
Applicant’s or Certificate holder’syreceipt ofithe decision being appealed
will berdeemed untimely and‘disallowed:

The written ‘appeal must state succinctly the grounds upon which it is
asserted that the decision should be reversed and shall be accompanied by
a copy of the deeision from'which the appeal is being made, along with any
other,documents deemedyrelevant to the appeal. The filing of a timely
appeal to the Board of Commissioners will delay implementation of the
decisionbeing appealed until a decision is made on that appeal by the Board
of Cemmissioners, except for appeals of temporary suspensions pursuant to
2-31-12. If anappeal is not timely received, decisions denying, suspending,
or revoking a Certificate shall become effective and final on the fifteenth
(15" calendar day following the Applicant’s or Certificate holder’s receipt
of such decision.

Upon receipt of a timely appeal under this Ordinance, the County Clerk
shall schedule a hearing before the Board of Commissioners at a regular or
special called meeting within forty-five (45) days of the receipt of the
appeal. The County Clerk shall provide written notice to the appealing
party of the time, place and date of the scheduled hearing by certified U.S.
mail.

The Board of Commissioners shall have the duty of conducting hearings
concerning the denial, revocation, or suspension of a Certificate. The
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2-31-15

2-31-16

standard of proof on all issues in the hearing shall be a preponderance of
the evidence and a determination will be made on the basis of the evidence
presented at the hearing.

()] At the hearing, after presentation of the case against the Applicant or
Certificate holder, the appealing party will have an opportunity to present
his or her case, to present evidence and information relevant to the appeal,
to rebut the allegations made against him or her, and to present whatever
defenses he or she has. The appealing party .shall have the right to be
represented by an attorney at his or her own expense.

(9) At the conclusion of the hearing, the Beard of Commissioners shall affirm,
modify, or reverse the decision being appealeds, Written notice of the
Board’s decision shall be sent tothe,appealing party,by the County Clerk
via email or certified U.S. mailgor both, and shall setforth the findings and
conclusions of the Board.

(h) Decisions of the Board of Cammissioneérs regarding denials, suspensions,
and revocations shall be binding, subject to the right of appeal to Superior
Court as providedby O.C.G.A. 8 5-4-1, et seq.

Right to Audit.

Glynn Countysshall have the'right to‘audit and examine the books, papers, records,
and finaneial reports of any Certificate holder pursuant to Ordinance Section 2-14-
32 (i.eathe Accommadation Excise Tax / Lodging Tax Ordinance) in order to verify
the accuracy of any accommodationexcise tax return made, or if no return is made
by the Certificate holder;to ascertain and determine the amount required to be paid.
The Accommodation Excise Tax,Certificate holder shall keep and maintain such
records, receipts, invoices, and other pertinent papers regarding the operation of a
Short-Term Rental,as required by Ordinance Section 2-14-32 and shall establish
and maintain a reasonable accounting system to readily identify and calculate the
amount of accommodation excise taxes due for each Short-Term Rental.

Exceptions.

@) Real property that is occupied for a period of less than thirty (30)
consecutive days by a buyer or seller of real property prior to or after the
closing of same shall not be considered a Short-Term Rental or require an
Accommodation Excise Tax Certificate under this Ordinance, provided that
the property is not otherwise furnished or offered for value to any other
person(s) during the same calendar year for thirty (30) days or less at one
time.

(b) Real property that is occupied by or offered for occupancy to the same
person for a period greater than thirty (30) consecutive days shall not be
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considered a Short-Term Rental or require an Accommodation Excise Tax
Certificate under this Ordinance, provided that the property is not otherwise
furnished or offered for value to any other person(s) during the same
calendar year for thirty (30) days or less at one time.

2-31-17 Effective Date.

This Ordinance shall become effective on January 1, 2021. Any Accommodation
Excise Tax Certificate issued under this Ordinance on,or before December 31,
2020, shall be valid beginning on January 1, 2021.

2-31-18 Severability.
If any section, clause, sentence or phrase of this Ordinance is held to be invalid or
unconstitutional by any court of competentyjurisdiction, then,said holding shall in
no way effect the validity of the remaining portions of this Ordinance. It is hereby
declared as the intent of Glynn County that this Ordinance wouldhave been adopted
had such invalid or unconstitutional portion not been included herein:

SECTION H.
This Amendment shall become effective.on January'l, 2021.

Adopted by the Glynn County “Board of Commissioners this the day of
, 2020.

GLYNN COUNTY BOARD
OF COMMISSIONERS

By:
MICHAEL BROWNING, CHAIRMAN

ATTEST:

By:

DHWANI PATEL,"COUNTY CLERK

(SEAL)
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EXPLANATION OF CHANGES

Additions - underlined

Deletions - strikethrough

Chapter 2-31, Short-Term Rentals, is entirely new.
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