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Description automatically generated]As Jessica Armstrong’s tenure as chair of Bloom for Women’s Board of Directors draws to a close, we want to express our sincere gratitude to her for her service. Board service is the toughest volunteer role, and Jessica took on her duties with dedication, grace, and fervor. 
We are most grateful for her active leadership as a judicious steward of our mission.

Jessica tells us she first became aware of Bloom’s mission through her good friend, Maureen O’Meara, our former board chair. “I was immediately thrilled to hear that an
organization existed locally to help women who have been sex trafficked.”

In December of 2019, she joined us (we were Truth for Women at that time) as a board member and was instrumental in shepherding our expansion through our merger with Bloom in Bangor.

“As a board member and as the current board chair, I see my main responsibility as
a fiduciary, making sure that Bloom is operating by sound, ethical and legal
governance and ensuring financial responsibility and sustainability.
Most importantly, I see my role as an ambassador of Bloom in the community –
spreading the word of Bloom, and educating the public about the prevalence of sex
trafficking and the critical work that Bloom does to help and heal those who have
been trafficked.”

Jessica adds that witnessing the “incredible transformation” of the Bloom survivors has been a constant joy for her. “I love meeting the women, hearing their stories, and watching their growth. My heart is full when I believe we have helped even one woman turn her life around.”

Notwithstanding her incredible contributions of generosity of spirit, leadership and legal acumen over the past three years, how does Jessica feel she has best served Bloom? “By spreading the word of Bloom to all those I meet! I am always surprised to learn that people don’t know about Bloom – and when I start to tell them about it, they are immediately taken with the importance of the work and want to help.”

Jessica credits our CEO, Carol Andersen, for Bloom’s continued success and growth. “Under Carol’s leadership, Bloom has set big goals and is continuing to achieve them. The establishment of the Mountain Laurel Home for pregnant survivors and their children has been one of the most special accomplishments.”

Jessica was born and raised in Allentown. “I did gymnastics at the old Parkette gym located above Symphony Hall. At that time, 6th Street in Allentown was infamous for its ‘street walkers’. As a young girl, I saw women that were forced to sell sex for a living and
to feed their families. While I didn’t understand this at the time, it made an indelible
impression on me.”

Jessica currently serves as the Associate General Counsel at St. Luke’s University Health
Network. “I enjoy practicing law and helping to further the health of the community.”

A member of the Episcopal Church of the Mediator, she loves reading and travel.[image: A blue watercolor logo with black text
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She and her husband, Roger Roberts, enjoy spending family time with their beloved border collie, Mac, and Jessica’s 21-year-old daughter, Keeler – “who is incredibly proud of her mother’s work at Bloom.”

Thank you so much, Jessica, for all you have done for Bloom for Women! We wish you the best!
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