UNITED METHODIST WOMEN READING PROGRAM
2020

Happy New Year and I hope you have already begun reading for the 2020 Reading Program. Our
FUMC Library is well stocked with books for all five categories. The categories are: Education
for Mission, Leadership Development, Nurturing for Community, Social Action and Spiritual
Growth. The program will run from August 1, 2019 thru July 31, 2020. You will find the
program reporting forms in our library on the bottom shelf of the UMW section along with the

“new list of participating books for 2020".

Our conference leaders will no longer be offering books directly to our units. They encourage us
to obtain the materials locally from public libraries, local bookstores and as always, most
Reading Program books can also be found for Kindle, tablets and other electronic devices. You
can also order directly from Amazon. If you visit smile.amazon.com, charitable giving page, and
select “United Methodist Women” as your charitable organization, UMW will receive 0.5% on

all eligible purchases.

Books from 2015-2020 qualify for the program and these books are marked on the book spine
with blue tape; but don’t forget the “2020 books” will have to be obtained as mentioned above.

To participate, select one of the four plans and start reading. From novels, biographies, to urgent
messages about issues such as climate change and mass incarceration, there’s something for
everyone. Earning your Certificate of Recognition is just one way to show what you’ve gained
from the program. It is not meant to be completed in a vacuum. As you read, consider sharing
with your circle, a group of friends or plan to advocate for tangible changes.

If you have questions concerning the program, please contact me, Carol Steele at
carolsteele@itriad.rr.com or go on-line to United Methodist Women North Carolina Conference

and look for 2020 Reading Program.

God bless you as you read, explore, share and discuss the books.

Carol Steele, Secretary of Program Resources
United Methodist Women for FUMC Graham
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READING PROGRAM PLANS

Choose and follow one of the four plans. When you have read the required number
of books and magazine issues, report your completion to your local member in charge
of program resources. Titles read from the 2015 list will be credited through December

31, 2020.

PLAN I: b books a year

One book from each category: Education for Mission, Leadership Development,
Nurturing for Community, Social Action and Spiritual Growth.

Selections can be from the 2015-2020 reading lists if not included in previous reports
(including children and youth titles).

Regular reading of response magazine

PLAN II: 10 books a year

Two books from each category: Education for Mission, Leadership Development,
Nurturing for Community, Social Action and Spiritual Growth.

Selections can be from the 2015-2020 reading lists if not included in previous reports
(including children and youth titles).

Regular reading of response magazine.

PLAN I[li: 15 books a year

Two books from each category: Education for Mission, Leadership Development,
Nurturing for Community, Social Action and Spiritual Growth.

Plus five additional books from any category.
Selections can be from the 2015-2020 reading lists if not included in previous reports

(including children and youth titles).
Regular reading of response magazine.

PLAN 1V: 20 books a year

Two books from each category: Education for Mission, Leadership Development,
Nurturing for Community, Social Action and Spiritual Growth.

Plus ten additional books from any category.

Selections can be from the 2015-2020 reading lists if not included in previous reports

(including children and youth titles).
Regular reading of response magazine.
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BONUS BOOKS

Bonus Books count as two books!
The 2020 Reading Program bonus books are the current United Methodist Women

mission studies.

e Practicing Resurrection: The Gospel of Mark and Radical Discipleship by Janet Wolf
counts as two books in the category Spiritual Growth.

e What About Our Money? A Faith Response by SusanTaylor counts as two books in
the category Education for Mission.

o Women United for Change: 150 Years in Mission by Ellen Blue counts as two
books in the category Community.

o SoYou Want to Talk About Race by ljeoma Oluo, studied by the United Methodist
Women Program Advisory Group, counts as two books in Social Action category.

\_

FAITHTALKS: A PODCAST JUST FORYOU.....

Faith Talks are monthly conversations with United Methodist Women.
Each conversation explores themes and resources that empower us
to put faith, hope and love into action. Check out interviews with
United Methodist Women mission studies’ authors and more:

@ unitedmethodistwomen.org/faithtalks

Mission studies are United Methodist Women curricula for Mission u,
a transformative learning program offered around the country;

to learn more, go to unitedmethodistwomen.org/mission-u.

To purchase mission studies, go to: umwmissionresources.org

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN PURPOSE

“..United Methodist Women shall be a community of women whose purpose is to know
God and to experience freedom as whole persons through Jesus Christ; to develop a
creative, supportive fellowship; and to expand concepts of mission through participation
in the global ministries of the church!”
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NEW FOR 2020
Where to Find Books

You might notice that books in this publication are not listed
with stock numbers; nor will you find the usual order form
and shipping information. For the first time, this year United
Methodist Women members will obtain Reading Program
books exclusively through third parties—libraries, local
bookstores and online. Think of this resource not as a cata-
log, as in past years, but as a guide.

By no longer offering books directly, United Methodist
Women will make more efficient use of program resources.
If you obtain materials locally, this change will also be good
for the environment and will help you to become more
connected with your community. Although Amazon is
always a convenient option, please consider obtaining
Reading Program books through:

e  School and public libraries
e  Local independent bookstores
e  Franchises of larger bookstore chains

As always, most Reading Program books can also be
found for reading electronically on your Kindle, tablet or
other devices. For ebooks free of charge, check your local
library, Google eBookstore, Project Gutenberg or Open
Library. Searching for titles on Google might yield even
more results.

If you do order books through Amazon, please remem-
ber to visit smile.amazon.com, Amazon'’s charitable giv-
ing page, and select “United Methodist Women” as your
charitable organization. For all eligible purchases made on
smile.amazon.com, Amazon will donate 0.5% to United
Methodist Women.
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