The Impact of School Attendance on Your Child’s Education

School attendance is a cornerstone of a child’s academic success. When children attend school regularly, they
are better positioned to achieve their full potential. Conversely, frequent absences can create significant
challenges for learning and personal development. Here's why consistent attendance is vital and how it
influences your child’s education.

1. Academic Achievement

Regular attendance ensures students have continuous exposure to lessons, discussions, and hands-on activities
that build knowledge and skills over time. Missing school disrupts this learning flow, making it harder for
children to catch up and stay on track. Studies show that students with higher attendance rates perform better on
standardized tests and maintain better grades than their peers with frequent absences.

2. Building Strong Foundations

In elementary school, each lesson builds on the one before. Missing just one day can result in gaps in
understanding that may compound over time. For example, if a child misses a math lesson on fractions, they
may struggle with more advanced math concepts later. Regular attendance ensures a solid foundation for future
learning.

3. Developing Social and Emotional Skills

School is not just about academics—it’s a place where children learn to collaborate, communicate, and build
relationships. Regular attendance allows children to form strong bonds with their peers and teachers, which
fosters a sense of belonging and boosts confidence. Frequent absences can disrupt these relationships, leading to
feelings of isolation or anxiety.

4. Instilling Responsibility and Work Ethic
Consistent attendance teaches children the importance of responsibility and commitment. These habits are

crucial for future success in school, work, and life. When children understand the value of showing up, they
develop a strong work ethic that serves them throughout their lives.

5. The Ripple Effect of Absences
Even a few absences can have a cumulative effect. Missing just two days a month adds up to 18 days over the

school year—nearly 10% of the academic calendar. This level of absenteeism is known as “chronic absence"
and can significantly hinder a child’s progress.

What Parents Can Do

As a parent, you play a vital role in ensuring your child attends school regularly. Here are some tips to promote
good attendance habits:



« Establish a Routine: Set consistent bedtime and morning routines to make getting to school on time
easier.

o Monitor Health: While it’s important to keep your child home if they’re truly sick, ensure minor
discomforts like a headache or fatigue don’t become frequent excuses for missing school.

o Communicate with the School: If your child faces challenges like anxiety or struggles with
schoolwork, reach out to their teacher or school counselor for support.

o Celebrate Attendance Milestones: Acknowledge and reward your child for excellent attendance to
reinforce its importance.

A Partnership for Success

Your child’s success is a shared goal between you and the Wisconsin Dells School District. By prioritizing
attendance, you’re helping set the stage for a brighter future. Let’s work together to ensure that every child has
the opportunity to thrive both academically and personally.

Consistent attendance isn’t just about being present—it’s about creating a foundation and fits into our mission
Connect Inspire Achieve Everyone. Everyday. Thank you for your continued support in making every school
day count!



