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2019-2020 Annual Awards 

_______________________________________ 

Organization of the Year:  

Lincoln County School District 

 
Superintendent Karen Gray pictured with Jason King, Outgoing Chamber Board President 

The Newport Chamber of Commerce membership annually chooses a Business or Organization of the 
Year. This award recognizes organizations that have made an impact over the last year, stepping up to 
strengthen not only their organization, but the community as a whole. For 2019-2020, the winner of this 
award is the Lincoln County School District. 

The Lincoln County School District is headquartered in Newport and serves 5,500 students from 
Kindergarten through 12th grade, with approximately 600 employees. The district serves Lincoln City, 
Newport, Toledo, Waldport, Siletz, and Eddyville, including 3 public charter schools and 11 regular 
schools. These include Taft High School, with an award-winning culinary arts program; Newport High 
School, an International Baccalaureate school; and Waldport High School which has been awarded as 
one of the best high schools in the US by US News and World Report Rankings. 



The Lincoln County School District, led by District Superintendent Karen Gray, does an incredible job of 
serving its students. School can be challenging for many students, especially those whose families 
struggle financially, and for the over 1,000 students receiving services from the Homeless program. The 
Lincoln County School District goes above and beyond to reach and support these students to help them 
be successful. 

This year, the district has had to overcome hurdles presented by Covid-19, including changing all 
instruction to distance learning. This was especially hard on students without internet access and those 
who rely on school for their meals. Through a Community Eligibility Provision, the Lincoln County School 
District offers all students breakfast and lunch at no charge. More than half qualify for the free lunch 
program by income, and at some schools, close to 80 percent are eligible.  

The Lincoln County School District provided Wi-Fi solutions for the kids and families in need and 
distributed more than 3,000 Chromebook laptops. They also provided meals to all children ages 1 
through 18, with no need for income verification or other documentation. Buses delivered meals on 
normal routes throughout Lincoln County to distribute food to any families who needed them. 

Thank you, Lincoln County School District, for your incredible acts of service to our community and the 
students and families in need. There are certainly more hurdles to overcome in the next year, but we are 
grateful for the teachers and administrators who have made Lincoln County a better place for our 
children and families. 

  



Business Person of the Year:  

Laura Anderson, Local Ocean Seafoods 

 
The Business Person of the Year award is presented each year to the most outstanding business 
individual in Newport. For the 2019-2020 year, the Newport Chamber membership has selected Laura 
Anderson for this award. 

In 2005, Laura Anderson envisioned a little restaurant and fish market on Newport’s bayfront. In the 
fifteen years since, Local Ocean has become an icon to visitors far and wide, a destination for the 
“Oregon Coast” seafood experience. Not only has Laura created a premier restaurant for seafood, she 
has also done an impeccable job keeping Local Ocean alive and thriving even through the challenges of 
the past few months.  

An incredibly creative invention of hers is the Local Ocean “Dock Box”, equipped with all the ingredients 
needed to put together a classic dish from the restaurant’s menu-- in the comfort of people’s own 
homes. Laura and the Local Ocean staff literally put together in a matter of days, delivering boxes to the 
Newport area and as far as Portland and Eugene.  

Laura has continued to give locals and visitors, friends and families the best seafood experience of their 
lives. You can tell she and her staff take pride in delivering an experience to savor and remember, and 
her resiliency and determination have proven to be fruitful and worth every minute. Thank you Laura 
and to your team of amazing individuals for your hard work and dedication. You all deserve this award.  

 

  



Ambassador of the Year:  

Kim Smith, WaFd Bank 

 

 
We are pleased to present the Ambassador of the Year award to Kim Smith from WaFd Bank. Kim has 
been an active Chamber member on behalf of WaFd for five years and became an Ambassador four 
years ago because she enjoys getting to know our community businesses and has been able to offer 
financial services, support and promotion to them. It’s important to her to earn the trust of the local 
businesses and be their “go to” Bank for their every business need.  

Kim has volunteered with the Ambassadors at the Newport Marathon, Seafood & Wine Festival, and 
Cider Festival. She has served as the Ambassadors Secretary and most recently as the Chair of the 
Ambassadors during the 2019-2020 year. All this while also serving on the Chamber Board of Directors 
for more than two years. Washington Federal has also shown their support as an active supporter of the 
Chamber through various event sponsorships. Kim volunteers and assists at many events as needed to 
promote the Greater Newport Chamber of Commerce. Thank you, Kim for your service. You are truly 
valued by your Chamber! 

  



Employee of the Year:  

Maggie Acosta, Pacific Kitchen at Nye Beach 

 
Maggie Acosta, Restaurant Manager at Pacific Kitchen (center) pictured with Jason King (right) and Beki 
Hueth, General Manager of The Whaler & Pacific Kitchen 

Each year, employees from local businesses are nominated for the Chamber’s Employee of the Month 
award. The honor is awarded based on criteria such as knowledge of the local area, friendliness, quality 
of service, and being a role model for fellow employees. 
 
The Chamber Hospitality committee chose The Employee of the Year for 2019-2020, and the winner is 
Maggie Acosta! She is the Restaurant Manager at Pacific Kitchen at Nye Beach.  
 
Maggie was nominated by Devin Crayton-Roldan, Manager of Georgie’s Restaurant and Lounge, who 
wrote, “Maggie was raised in Newport and graduated from Newport High School.  As a lifelong member 
of the community, her knowledge and love of the area is extensive and she is an enthusiastic 
cheerleader of the community!  Guests RAVE about Maggie!!  They love her friendly, smiley demeanor 
and her top-notch service!  She has the ability to connect with anyone, young or old.  Maggie is a huge 
reason people come back to Pacific Kitchen over and over!”  
 



Maggie is also a natural leader and leads by example. She works side by side with her team to show 
them how to do the job effectively. Maggie worked for the Deep End for 2 years before Hallmark Resort 
bought the restaurant on May 1st, 2019 and reintroduced it to the community as Pacific Kitchen at Nye 
Beach. Maggie enthusiastically jumped at the chance for more responsibility with the new concept and 
has soaked up all the knowledge and challenges that have been tossed at her with a smile and a “bring it 
on attitude!” Do yourself a favor and visit Maggie at Pacific Kitchen! 
  



 

Beautification Location of the Year:  

Alan Brown Tire Center 

 
 
Alan Brown Tire Center/Les Schwab in Newport has been selected as the Beautification Location of the 
Year Award. 
 
Supporting our community since 1972, they have built an amazing new home for their business which 
now occupies a huge corner lot located at 550 E. Olive St. The main building and multiple work bays 
stand out with cream, charcoal, and brick red siding and large windows.  
 
Bright blooming plants, shrubs and other greenery fill the large rock flowerbeds surrounding the 
property and make it an extremely eye-catching location.  

Thank you Ken Brown and Alan Brown Tire Center/Les Schwab for keeping Newport beautiful. 

  



2019-2020 Don M. Rowley Award  
for Spirit of Service and Outstanding Volunteerism: 

Roy and Danielle Emerick 

 
 
The Greater Newport Chamber of Commerce would like to recognize Roy and Danielle Emerick for their 
many years of dedicated volunteerism with the Newport Seafood & Wine Festival and many other 
Chamber and Ambassador events, committees, and activities.  
 
Specifically, the Newport Seafood & Wine Festival stands out in our minds as a point of deserved 
recognition. The Emericks have supported this event for years—helping with set-up, tear-down and 
everything in between, never batting an eye if the staff or anyone else asked them for a helping hand. 
We want you to know that your service, dedication and commitment doesn’t go unrecognized and we 
hope you will be with us in the many years to come. 
 
This year, this award is particularly meaningful as its namesake Don Rowley, a very long term and 
dedicated volunteer to the Newport Seafood & Wine Festival and member of the Newport Chamber of 
Commerce, sadly passed away. Roy and Danielle, you both are very deserving of this award. Thank you. 
  



Special Recognition for Seafood & Wine Festival Chair:  

Doug Orr, Ocean Tire 

 
The Greater Newport Chamber of Commerce wishes to express their sincerest gratitude to Doug Orr and 
his family for their long-term dedication to the Newport Seafood & Wine Festival. Doug spearheaded 
the Seafood & Wine Festival Committee for several years since 2006. His guidance resulted in very 
successful and highly attended Festivals year after year.  
 
The Seafood & Wine Festival takes an extraordinary effort and coordination of many, many volunteers, 
community leaders and businesses, and City, County and Port officials. Doug has tirelessly led this 
endeavor and has seen and moved the Festival through many ups and downs, storms, struggles and 
plenty of late-night calls. Doug announced his official retirement on the last night of the 2020 Festival.  
 
While it brought tears to our eyes, we remain hopeful and steadfast that this isn’t truly the end of an 
era. Doug, please be prepared, you can continue to count on random calls, shop talks, and questions still 
coming your direction as we plan the 2021 Festival and the many Festivals into the future. Thank you for 
giving us your time, talent, and expertise over the years. Your leadership and dedication are truly one of 
a kind and will certainly never be forgotten. 
 
 

  



President’s Award, Presented by Jason King 

To the Greater Newport Chamber of Commerce Staff 

 

It's overwhelming to try and describe how unbelievably proud we should be of the Chamber staff and 
their ability to overcome such difficulties, while holding the highest level of professionalism. The 
Chamber staff consistently performs at the highest level - moreover though the toughest times in 
decades. This amazing staff introduced the new Cider Fest, and celebrated a successful Seafood & Wine 
Festival, knocking it all out of the park pre-COVID. Excellent work team!  

Our Chamber staff excelled even more noticeably during the pandemic, when business issues took a 
forefront in our understanding of the pandemic. I was so proud to see our "Chamber in action" 
providing:  restaurant lists,  face mask advocacy, hotel and other business support, overall leading the 
way as a trusted resource in business commerce. And at the end of the day a true community guiding 
light for struggling businesses. All while themselves dealing with unprecedented times.  

It's difficult to say the measure of sacrifices this crew has made toward the benefit of OUR Chamber. 
Please join me in congratulating the Greater Newport Chamber of Commerce staff, in accepting the 
2020 President Award!  

  



Special Recognition from the Chamber  

Presented to Jason King, Outgoing Board President 

 
Jason King, who previously worked for the Oregon Coast Aquarium, has been on the Chamber’s 
Executive Board for several years and in October of 2019 he became the 1st vice president. When then 
Board President Judy Kuhl was hired as the Chamber’s Executive Director, Jason moved up to fill the role 
as President.   
 
He did not hesitate to take on this role and welcomed the new duties and responsibilities. Though Jason 
had every intention to stay on the Board as President for the 2020-2021 year, the pandemic hit and 
unfortunately that caused the Aquarium to close. Due to Jason’s unknown new venture, he decided it 
would be better to step down from the President role.  
 
We want to thank Jason for his valuable knowledge and commitment to the Greater Newport Chamber 
of Commerce. We wish him only the very best and hope he continues to be a part of our Chamber. 
Thank you, Jason. 
 


