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People are in prayer. Please maintain silence in the sanctuary.  

We really appreciate your putting mobile devices on silence or vibrate.  

The Word of God 

 

PRELUDE                                   HOW BRIGHT APPEARS THE MORNING STAR  

                                                                                                                            J.S. BACH 

 

LIGHTING OF ADVENT WREATH 

 
Celebrant  Come and save us, O Lord God of hosts.  

People   Come and save us, O Lord God of hosts.  

Celebrant  Show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved:  

People   O Lord God of hosts.  

Celebrant  Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.  

People  Come and save us, O Lord God of hosts.  

Celebrant Show us your mercy, O Lord:  

People   And grant us your salvation.  
 

   

PROCESSIONAL HYMN                                                   #76 On Jordan's Bank 
 

If you are unable to stand for any portion of the service where standing or kneeling is expected or invited, 

please feel free to remain seated.  

 

COLLECT FOR PURITY (BCP p. 355) 

The Celebrant may say 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known and from you no secrets are 

hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 

perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 
 

OPENING ANTHEM OR SONG OF PRAISE (Hymn # S-279) 

The following is sung, all standing 

Glory to God in the highest, 

 and peace to his people on earth. 

Lord God, heavenly King, 

almighty God and Father, 
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 we worship you, we give you thanks, 

 we praise you for your glory. 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 

Lord God, Lamb of God, 

you take away the sin of the world: 

 have mercy on us; 

you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 

 receive our prayer. 

For you alone are the Holy One, 

you alone are the Lord, 

you alone are the Most High, 

 Jesus Christ, 

 with the Holy Spirit, 

 in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 
 

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY (BCP p. 234) 
 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People  And also with you 

Celebrant Let us pray 

 

Merciful God, who sent your messengers the prophets to preach repentance and prepare 

the way for our salvation: Give us grace to heed their warnings and forsake our sins, that 

we may greet with joy the coming of Jesus Christ our Redeemer; who lives and reigns 

with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

The Lessons 
 

FIRST READING: Baruch 5:1-9 
The people sit. 

 

Reader  A reading from the book of Baruch. 

 

Take off the garment of your sorrow and affliction, O Jerusalem, 

and put on forever the beauty of the glory from God. 

 

Put on the robe of the righteousness that comes from God; 

put on your head the diadem of the glory of the Everlasting; 
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for God will show your splendor everywhere under heaven. 

 

For God will give you evermore the name, 

"Righteous Peace, Godly Glory." 

 

Arise, O Jerusalem, stand upon the height; 

look toward the east, 

 

and see your children gathered from west and east 

at the word of the Holy One, 

rejoicing that God has remembered them. 

 

For they went out from you on foot, 

led away by their enemies; 

 

but God will bring them back to you, 

carried in glory, as on a royal throne. 

 

For God has ordered that every high mountain and the everlasting hills be made low 

and the valleys filled up, to make level ground, 

so that Israel may walk safely in the glory of God. 

 

The woods and every fragrant tree 

have shaded Israel at God's command. 

 

For God will lead Israel with joy, 

in the light of his glory, 

with the mercy and righteousness that come from him. 

 

Reader            Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people  

People: Thanks be to God 

 

Psalm                                #444 Blessed Be the God of Israel 

 

SECOND READING: Philippians 1:3-11 
The people sit. 

Reader  A Reading from the first book of Philippians.   
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I thank my God every time I remember you, constantly praying with joy in every 

one of my prayers for all of you, because of your sharing in the gospel from the first 

day until now. I am confident of this, that the one who began a good work among 

you will bring it to completion by the day of Jesus Christ. It is right for me to think 

this way about all of you, because you hold me in your heart, for all of you share in 

God's grace with me, both in my imprisonment and in the defense and confirmation 

of the gospel. For God is my witness, how I long for all of you with the compassion 

of Christ Jesus. And this is my prayer, that your love may overflow more and more 

with knowledge and full insight to help you to determine what is best, so that in the 

day of Christ you may be pure and blameless, having produced the harvest of 

righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ for the glory and praise of God. 

 

Reader               Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people  

People: Thanks be to God 
 

Silence may follow 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                                                                   #56 VS 3 AND 4 
All stand. 

 

GOSPEL:  Luke 3:1-6 
All stand. 

 

Deacon The Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 

People: Glory to you, Lord Christ 
 

In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when Pontius Pilate was 

governor of Judea, and Herod was ruler of Galilee, and his brother Philip ruler of the 

region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias ruler of Abilene, during the high 

priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to John son of Zechariah 

in the wilderness. He went into all the region around the Jordan, proclaiming a 

baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins, as it is written in the book of the 

words of the prophet Isaiah, 

 

"The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 

 

'Prepare the way of the Lord, 

make his paths straight. 
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Every valley shall be filled, 

and every mountain and hill shall be made low, 

 

and the crooked shall be made straight, 

and the rough ways made smooth; 

 

and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.'" 

 

Deacon The Gospel of the Lord  

People  Praise to you, Lord Christ 
 

THE SERMON:                                                                                     Fr. Jos Tharakan 
 

THE NICENE CREED (BCP p. 358) 
All stand. 

 

We believe in one God, 

 the Father, the Almighty, 

 maker of heaven and earth, 

 of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

 the only Son of God, 

 eternally begotten of the Father, 

 God from God, Light from Light, 

 true God from true God, 

 begotten, not made, 

 of one Being with the Father. 

 Through him all things were made. 

 For us and for our salvation 

  he came down from heaven: 

 by the power of the Holy Spirit 

  he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 

  and was made man. 

 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

  he suffered death and was buried. 

  On the third day he rose again 

   in accordance with the Scriptures; 

  he ascended into heaven 

   and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
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 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

  and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

 who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 

 With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 

 He has spoken through the Prophets. 

 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

 We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

  and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

 

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE (BCP p. 388 Form IV) 
All remain standing. 

 

Let us pray for the Church and for the world.  

 

Grant, Almighty God, that all who confess your Name may be united in your truth, live 

together in your love, and reveal your glory in the world.  
Silence  

 

Lord, in your mercy  

Hear our prayer.  

 

Guide the people of this land, and of all the nations, in the ways of justice and peace; that 

we may honor one another and serve the common good.  
Silence  

 

Lord, in your mercy  

Hear our prayer.  

 

Give us all a reverence for the earth as your own creation, that we may use its resources 

rightly in the service of others and to your honor and glory.  
Silence  

 

Lord, in your mercy  

Hear our prayer.  

 

Bless all whose lives are closely linked with ours, and grant that we may serve Christ in 

them, and love one another as he loves us. 
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Silence  

 

Lord, in your mercy  

Hear our prayer. 

 

Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit; give them courage and 

hope in their troubles, and bring them the joy of your salvation. 

 

Have compassion on and those who suffer from any grief or trouble; 

That they may be delivered from their distress. 

 

Let us pray for our own needs and those of others. 

 
The People may add their own petitions. 

Please pray for these members with ongoing concerns silently 

 

Lord, in your mercy  

Hear our prayer. 

 

We commend to your mercy all who have died, that your will for them may be fulfilled; 

and we pray that we may share with all your saints in your eternal kingdom. 
Silence  

 

Lord, in your mercy  

Hear our prayer. 

 
The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect, or the following Doxology 

For yours is the majesty, O Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; yours is the kingdom and the 

power and the glory, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

We pray to you also for the forgiveness of our sins. 
 

Leader and People  

Have mercy upon us, most merciful Father;  

in your compassion forgive us our sins,  

known and unknown,  

things done and left undone;  

and so uphold us by your Spirit  

that we may live and serve you in newness of life,  

to the honor and glory of your Name;  
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through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

 
The Priest stands and says 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 

strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. 

Amen. 
 

THE PEACE (BCP p. 360) 

All stand. 

Celebrant: The peace of the Lord be always with you 

People:  And also with you 
 

Then the Ministers and the People may greet one another in the name of the Lord. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

BIRTHDAY PRAYER 

 

Watch over thy children, O Lord, as their days increase; bless and guide them wherever 

they may be. Strengthen them when they stand; comfort them when discouraged or 

sorrowful; raise them up if they fall; and in their heart may thy peace which passeth 

understanding abide all the days of their life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

 

ANNIVERSARY PRAYER 
 

O gracious and everliving God, look mercifully on your children who come to renew the 

promises they have made to each other. Grant them your blessing, and assist them with 

your grace, that with true fidelity and steadfast love they may honor and keep their 

promises and vows; through Jesus Christ our Savior, who lives and reigns with you, in 

the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever. Amen. 
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The Holy Communion 
 

Offertory Sentence (BCP p. 376) 
The Celebrant chooses the sentence from BCP 

 

OFFERTORY ANTHEM                       The King Shall Come When Morning Dawns  

John Ness Beck 
 

DOXOLOGY - 380 vs. 3                                               
 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 

Praise him all creatures here below; 

Praise him above, ye heavenly host:  

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 
 

The Great Thanksgiving 
 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER B   BCP 367 

The People remain standing. 

Celebrant: The Lord be with you 

People:  And also with you 

Celebrant: Lift up your hearts 

People:  We lift them to the Lord 

Celebrant: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God 

People:  It is right to give him thanks and praise 
 

Facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, 

Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth 

 
Here a Proper Preface is sung or said on all Sundays, and on other occasions as appointed. 

 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the 

company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:  
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SANCTUS   Hymn S-124 

Celebrant and People  

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,  

heaven and earth are full of your glory.  

Hosanna in the highest.  

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  

Hosanna in the highest.  

The people stand or kneel.  

Then the Celebrant continues  

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to 

us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the 

prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days 

you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the 

world. In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. 

In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of 

death into life. 

   
At the following words concerning the bread, the Celebrant is to hold it, or lay a hand upon it; and at the 

words concerning the cup, to hold or place a hand upon the cup and any other vessel containing wine to be 

consecrated. 

 

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had 

given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is 

my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

  

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, 

and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for 

you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the 

remembrance of me.” 

  

Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 

  
Celebrant and People 

  

 We remember his death, 

 We proclaim his resurrection, 

 We await his coming in glory; 
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The Celebrant continues 

  

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to 

you, from your creation, this bread and this wine. 

  

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be 

the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your 

Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy 

Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us 

to that heavenly country where, with all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage 

of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, 

the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation. 

  

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is 

yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever.  Amen. 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER (BCP p. 364) 
 

As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray, 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy Name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done, 

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those 

  who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom,  

 and the power, and the glory, 

 for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

People and Celebrant recite The Lord's Prayer 
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The Breaking of the Bread 
 

Alleluia, Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 

Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia 
 

INVITATION (BCP p. 364) 

The Celebrant says 

The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for 

you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 
 

DISTRIBUTION (BCP p. 365) 

The ministers receive the Sacrament in both kinds, and then immediately deliver it to the people. The Bread 

and the Cup are given to the communicants with these words 

If you would like a Gluten-Free host, cross your hands with palms down to let the clergy know your 

preference.  If you do not wish to receive, you are invited to come forward and  receive a blessing.  You can 

indicate this by crossing your arms on your chest.  Our Prayer Partner will meet with anyone who would 

like private prayers for healing during Holy Communion by the doors of the Parish Hall.  

 

The Body (Blood) of our Lord Jesus Christ keep you in everlasting life. [Amen.]  

 

What is spiritual communion - page 457 BCP 

 
If a person desires to receive the Sacrament, but, by reason of extreme sickness or physical disability, is 

unable to eat and drink the Bread and Wine, the Celebrant is to assure that person that all the benefits of 

Communion are received, even though the Sacrament is not received with the mouth. 

 

My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Most Holy Sacrament. 

I love You above all things, 

and I desire to receive You into my soul.  

Come spiritually into my heart and stay with me.  

I embrace You as You are already there and unite myself wholly to You.  

Never permit me to be separated from You. Amen. 

 

COMMUNION HYMN                                            R-181 Create in Me a Clean Heart 

 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER (BCP p. 365) 
After Communion, the Celebrant says 
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Let us pray.  

Celebrant and People 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, 

you have graciously accepted us as living members 

of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 

and you have fed us with spiritual food 

in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 

Send us now into the world in peace, 

and grant us strength and courage 

to love and serve you 

with gladness and singleness of heart; 

through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

BLESSING (BCP p. 366) 

The Priest blesses the people 

Children are invited to join the deacon and celebrant at the back of the sanctuary for the closing prayer 

and dismissal. 
 

RECESSIONAL HYMN                                          #67 COMFORT YE MY PEOPLE 

 

PEACE PRAYER (BCP p. 833) 

Lord, make us instruments of your peace. Where there is hatred, let us sow love; where 

there is injury, pardon; where there is discord, union; where there is doubt, faith; where 

there is despair, hope; where there is darkness, light; where there is sadness, joy. O 

Divine Master, grant that we may not so much seek to be consoled as to console; to be 

understood as to understand; to be loved as to love. For it is in giving that we receive; it 

is in pardoning that we are pardoned; and it is in dying that we are born to eternal 

life. Amen. 

 

DISMISSAL (BCP p. 366) 
 

Celebrant Let us go forth in the name of Christ. Alleluia. Alleluia. 

People  Thanks be to God. Alleluia. Alleluia. 

 

POSTLUDE                                                    A Thornbury Fanfare; Malcolm Arnold 
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Volunteers Schedule Today 

 

Altar Guild: Tammy Larimore, Vickie Hamilton  

 

Celebrant: Fr. Jos Tharakan 

 

Deacon: Rev. Suzy Lynch 

 

Preacher: Fr. Jos Tharakan 

 

Eucharistic Minister 1: Chris Dodson 

 

Eucharistic Minister 2: Matt Hopper 

 

First Reading: Sam Hamra   

 

Psalm: Lisa Pruitt  

 

Second Reading: Chris Dodson 

 

Gospel: Rev. Suzy Lynch 

 

Prayers of The People: Dc. Suzy Lynch 

 

Usher/Greeter:  

 

Choir Director: Jeremy Chesman 

 

Hospitality: 
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Happy Birthday 

 

Chris Dodson December 1st.  

 

Blair Claxton Dec. 2nd.  

 

Latesa Holder Dec. 3rd. 

 

June Hamra Dec. 4th  

 

Gabriel Tackett Dec. 6th. 

 

Jim Eggers, Dec. 9th. 

Mark Alderfer, Dec. 12th. 

 

Shirley Hendricks Dec. 14th. 

 

Sarah Dodson December 16th. 

 

Sophia Alderfer Dec. 23rd. 

 

Dorothy Haratyk Dec. 23rd. 

 

Lazelle Atkinson Dec. 29th.

Happy Anniversary 

Fred and Helen Allen, Dec. 22nd 

Steve and Joyce Haberman, Dec. 26th. 

 

Prayers for Families This Week 

Sneed, Snow, Stinson

Flower Dedications  

Given by Sam Hamra in honor of June Hamra’s birthday. 

                                                             

 

 


