
Brachos 49a         “Mitzvahs In A Whole New Light”        Rabbi Yaakov Berkowitz 

   In the Amud this week we learned about the closing of one of the blessings in the special mussaf 

Shemona Esrei of Rosh Chodesh and chagim. The gemara teaches that while we are not allowed 

to close a blessing with two different ideas, on the aforementioned days the closing is “mekadeish 

yisrael v’hazmanim”, [blessed are You Hashem, the] G-d who sanctifies the Jewish people and 

the [holidays], and this is not considered closing the blessing with two different concepts. The 

gemara explains that this is because our intention in this phrase is, “Hashem is the one who 

sanctified the Jewish people - and they in turn sanctify the (times) holidays”. This is because, 

unlike Shabbos that is set into the calendar by default, the holidays, and their sanctity, depend on 

the sanctification of the moon each month by the Jewish people and their messengers, the beis 

din (Jewish court). Due to the nature of this system of Rosh Chodesh and, by extension, the 

holidays, it is not considered mentioning two different details in the closing of a blessing. 
   Rav Eliezer Gibber, Rosh Kollel of the Minneapolis Kollel, quoted this gemara in a Mussar 

Va’ad during his visit to St. Louis for the St. Louis Kollel Winter Yarchei Kallah. He quoted the 

Midrash which gives us a deeper understanding of the nature of our sanctifying the new month 

and the holidays. The Midrash explains that it is not merely our “saying” that the new month 

should be holy that makes it Rosh Chodesh. What makes it holy is our innate holiness as Jews 

which spills over to sanctify the new month.  
   With this, Rabbi Gibber explained why the mitzvah of sanctifying the new moon was the first 

commandment given to the Jewish people (as a nation). On the surface it would seem somewhat 

peculiar for this to be the first commandment given, as opposed to the mitzvah of Shabbos, not 

serving idols etc. According to this Midrash, however, it is very understandable. If we received 

all the other commandments of the Torah without getting this one first, our chances of fulfilling 

all of the other ones would be very slim because if a person is insecure of his own value and 

worth, it would be very easy for him to say, “what is my mitzvah worth? Is it so important if I 

fulfill this particular detail of a commandment of the Torah?” Once we have the mitzvah of Rosh 

Chodesh, however, a Jew realizes that he has the power to not only effect when Rosh Chodesh is, 

but he is responsible for the sanctity of all the holidays - including the holiest of them all, Yom 

Kippur, with the atonement that it generates. When a Jew realizes this, and he considers the 

mitzvos, and his fulfillment of them, he does them in a whole different light. He now realizes how 

great and special he is, and how important his fulfillment of every mitzvah is. 
   Rabbeinu Yona of Gerona (1200-1263) writes (Sha’ar HaAvoda) that the first thing a servant 

of Hashem must realize is how important he is and the great potential he has. As Rabbi Gibber 

concluded “if you think you are great you will become great; if you think you are a nobody you 

will remain a nobody”. We should all merit to recognize our greatness and uniqueness and then, 

with Hashem’s help, we will all indeed become exceptional people. 
  

 


