
   “Midnight Mission: Israel Tapped at Midnight for an Eternal Partnership” 

  

   After a seemingly endless 210 years of slavery to a brutal country, Israel was not only born as a nation at 

midnight but entrusted with a holy partnership to change the world. This partnership would guide them as a 

people and would serve as their eternal mission. 

  Many years earlier, Hashem and Avraham made a covenant, with both sides agreeing to be committed to 

each other. At that time, Hashem told Avraham that his children would be slaves in a foreign land and later 

they would be redeemed. At the time of redemption, Hashem gave Avraham’s descendants their first 

commandment– to sanctify the new moon, or what we know as Rosh Chodesh.  

   There is an actual mitzvah to consecrate the new month. To me, this seems somewhat out of place. Of 

all the commandments! Is this one really that important? One would think that a task which everyone would 

be called upon to perform together, and which would unify the masses, would be more appropriate. This is 

a mitzvah which doesn’t even involve the individual! It is on the High Court to proclaim that the new month 

is ready to begin. This is not a practical activity for the newly-formed Jewish nation to perform. What is the 

meaning behind all this? 

  I would like to share with you some thoughts which I’ve studied, and have put a few of these ideas together. 

There are two different critical lessons being taught to the Jews upon their birth as an independent nation. 

The first is the importance and power behind a commandment. The second is the greatness and the 

potential we have as a nation.   

   The Ramchal (Rabbi Moshe Chaim Luzzato) explains that there is an important difference between doing 

something because “I volunteer to do it” vs. doing it “because it’s a commandment. When I volunteer, it’s 

my act. When it’s a commandment, it is the will of Hashem, and now, my act is plugged into the cosmic 

world, reaching far beyond my simple and local act.” A mitzvah which was commanded by Hashem is not 

something that is confined to the here and now. Rather, it connects globally to the past and future. It is not 

limited to time and space. It is eternal. It is us doing our share of the partnership. 

  In addition, by choosing a mitzvah such as Rosh Chodesh that is carried out by the High Court (a group 

of delegates which represent the people as a whole), we are taught that we cannot carry out our new mission 

as individuals.   

   We, Klal Yisroel, must act as a unified body. We are not able to complete the mission as individuals. We 

must recognize, that the strength and success of our nation rides on how much we bring ourselves together 

as one.     

  These two ideas are what set our nation apart. Every Mitzvah we do is connected, and connects us to the 

upper and lower worlds. And every Jew is valuable and needed in order for us to accomplish the vital 

mission we were entrusted to fulfill. (Rabbi Shaya Mintz) 

  

 


