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A Guide to Inspire and Motivate for Families and Teachers

When: Tuesday, April 7, 2020 | 12 noon EST

What:  One hour presentation of “extraordinary ordinary” volunteers of all ages making a difference.

Where: www.volunteernewyork.org/awards or streaming live on Facebook, YouTube, and Twitter @VolunteerNYnow

Join us for the one hour virtual presentation of the 40th annual Volunteer Spirit Awards. This event is usually in-person and always attracts a sold-out audience of 600+ community members. This year, there is an opportunity for children and teens to watch. We hope this information and these questions will make the presentation even more engaging for kids of all ages, and inspire action and optimism.

For 70 years, Volunteer New York! has been the ultimate connector organization in our region – serving as the bridge between the volunteer needs of local nonprofits and people of all ages and stages in life who are eager to help, especially in support of those among us who are most vulnerable. Each year nonprofits nominate outstanding volunteers in six awards categories. The organization’s Board of Directors also presents its own award, The Legacy Award, which goes to an individual or family who has shown outstanding support of local volunteerism. All have a chance to speak about why they volunteer and encourage the audience to take action. This year’s winners are all amazing and include two young volunteers who may be especially interesting to the younger audience. 

Here is the order of the program and question-starters for conversations:

· Welcome and introduction of the event by Alisa Kesten, Executive Director of Volunteer New York!

· What does it mean to volunteer?

· What is something you would like to fix if you could?

· Greetings from Event Presenter Jane Solnick of Con Edison, Volunteer New York! Board Chair Valerie Mason Cunningham, and Westchester County Executive George Latimer?

· How do these adults make you feel?
· First Award to Hector Rodriguez of Lifting Up Westchester, presented by Michael Grossman of MAG Real Estate Advisors, Inc.

· How did Hector’s own experiences influence his desire to help migrant children?
· Second Award to Gale Pisha of Sierra Club Lower Hudson Valley Group, presented by Laura Rossi of the Westchester Community Foundation 
· What three things does Gale want to protect for future generations? What are two things that you do to protect the planet?
· Third award to Abe Baker-Butler of Student’s Against Nicotine, presented by Joe Ali of PKF O’Connor Davies

· What is the goal of Abe’s nonprofit?
· Fourth award to Ana Yee of Gilda’s Club, presented by Joseph Roberto of PCBS

· What type of actions did Ana say could be so powerful? What are some actions that you take that are powerful?
· Fifth Award to Amy Tietz, Friends of New Rochelle Library, presented by Potoula Stavropoulos of Regeneron

· What are the two main values Amy shares with her colleagues? What do you value?
· Sixth award to Duke Searles of the Montrose VA Food Pantry, presented by WMCHealth
· What do you think motivated Duke to run the Montrose VA Food Pantry?

· Legacy Award Winner, The Gallin Family

· What was Jake Gallin’s defining moment?

· If you could volunteer anywhere, who or what would you want to do to help? 

· Which volunteer inspired you the most and why? 

· What does community mean to you?

