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Legislator Borgia was elected Chair of the Board of Legislators with a unanimous vote at the beginning of
the 2022-2023 term. She is only the second woman to serve as Chair, the first in twenty years. She
represents Legislative District 9 on the Westchester County Board of Legislators, which encompasses
Ossining, Briarcliff, Croton, parts of Cortlandt and the City of Peekskill.

Legislator Borgia comes to the office of the Chair with a long career in public service: working in the New
York State Assembly asa staffer for several years, serving on the Village of Ossining Board of Trustees,
and then serving two terms as Supervisor of the Town of Ossining before being elected to the Board of
Legislators in 2012.

Borgia served as Chair of the Board’s Government Operations Committee in 2012-2013 and then as the
Democratic Majority Leader for the 2014-2015 and 2016-2017 terms.

In 2018 Borgia reintroduced the most progressive package of bills to date. She championed historic, life-
changing legislation including the Immigrant Protection Act, Employee Earned Sick Leave, Safe Leave,
the Fair Chance to Work Act, Co-op Disclosure, and the Wage History Discrimination Law. Her team
approach in working with her colleagues, the County Executive, labor unions and advocacy groups led to
the quick passage of these comprehensive laws.

She served as the Board’s Budget and Appropriations Committee Chair for the 2018-2019 and 2020-
2021 terms. During that time, she worked with the County Executive’s administration and her colleagues
on the Board to pass budgets that cut the county’s property tax levy and rebuilt the county’s reserve funds
while investing in the county’s infrastructure and providing much-needed services for county residents,
especially during a global pandemic.

In addition to her legislative role, Catherine is the Executive Director of the Clearview School in Briarcliff
Manor and she is a licensed real estate broker. A long-time community volunteer, Borgia co-founded the
Ossining Microfund.

Borgia has an MBA from NYU-Stern School of Business and a BA from Binghamton University (SUNY).
She lives in Croton-on-Hudson with her two daughters, and one rambunctious dog.

Legislator Catherine Borgia, Chair, Westchester County Board of Legislators
(LW 2011) 
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Systems Theory: Changing the Hegemonic Impact on Leadership Advancement for Women 
Change Models and 21st Century Organizations: An Epistemic Journey to Creative Innovation 
Addressing the Challenges of Empowering Rural Women, can Holistic Leadership and Corporate Social
Responsibility Help? 

Beverly (LW 2019) is the Founder and Executive Director of A Renewed Life Global, LLC dedicated to
alleviating the impact of trauma and enhancing emotional health and wellness in our global communities.
With vast experience in the human services field, and expertise in organizational leadership, program
development and design, her guiding principles are servant leadership focused. She has a strong
international background including alumnus status with Harvard University’s Center for International
Development (WorldTeach) educational missions in Kenya, Western Provence and medical missions with
EJAYES Charities to Nigeria (Nasarawa, Kano, Abuja, Umuhia), and Haiti (post-earthquake). Her travels
prepared her well for her presentation at the United Nations Commission on the Status of Women
Conference (2012) addressing the challenges to empowering rural women from the perspectives of
educating young girls, leadership, global literacy and diversity. She is a part of the Refractive Thinker family
with whom she has published: 

Beverly is passionate about creating opportunities that provide healing through programs that address
human suffering and emotional wellness, human rights and social justice, related issues. Beverly also
works with the Westchester County Department of Senior Programs and Services. 

Beverly D. Carter, Founder and Executive Director, A Renewed Life Global, LLC
(LW 2019) 
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Director of Fundraising and Sponsorships, Board of Directors, Kensico Little League 
Asst. District Administrator, NY District 20 Baseball 
Treasurer, Board of Directors, Edgebrook Cooperative 
Volunteer Operator, Westchester ARES/RACES (Amateur Radio Emergency Service) 
Net Control Operator, Southern District NTS 
Committee Member, Westchester Emergency Communications Association 
Den Leader, Cub Scouts Pack 111, Valhalla, NY 

Rob, who started his career as an IT professional, has worked the Westchester Library System (WLS)
since 2007.  He has served in various leadership roles at WLS, most recently being appointed as Chief
Financial Officer in 2020.  

In addition to his professional career, Rob enjoys taking on volunteer leadership roles that embrace his
mission of helping others build relationships so they can realize positive impacts in their lives and
communities. A proud graduate of Leadership Westchester, he seeks out opportunities to help develop
successful teams and mentor future leaders, while helping enhance community engagement and fostering
youth development.  

Rob currently serves as: 

Rob is a graduate of Mercy College, where he works as an adjunct instructor. He holds Master of Science
degrees from Pace University and SUNY Albany, a certificate in Library Administration from Long Island
University and is a NYS Licensed Librarian and FCC Licensed Amateur Radio Operator. Rob lives in
Greenburgh, with his wife and two children. 

Rob Caluori, Jr, Chief Financial Officer, Westchester Library System 
(LW 2019) 
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Sue Greene Fuirst, a homegrown Westchester resident, has a strong sense of community and dedicates
her time to local nonprofits in order to create meaningful, sustainable change She holds a BA from Clark
University, is a graduate of Leadership Westchester, and has worked with many organizations, including
Chappaqua Summer Scholarship Program and Impact 100. Sue is long involved in Open Door Family
Medical Centers and is a past Chairperson of the Open Door Foundation.  
 
While visiting her son in college, Sue was inspired by other communities’ efforts to involve youth in local
philanthropy. She loved the idea of engaging young people in her own community to think beyond service
projects and dig deeper into the needs of nonprofits. In 2015, she launched Spiral Giving and looks
forward to watching the impact spread as the program grows and the students become stewards of their
communities and continuing to make their world a better place. 

Sue Greene Fuirst, Founder and Executive Director, Spiral Giving 
(LW 2017)
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Judge Jared R. Rice joined the bench in the New Rochelle City Court in January 2020, where he presides
over criminal, civil, and traffic matters daily. In October 2020, Judge Rice initiated the Opportunity Youth
Part (OYP), the first Emerging Adult Justice initiative in the 9th Judicial district, which works with
defendants ages 16-24 who are justice-involved. Through the use of extensive community partnerships,
OYP has engaged with more than 130 young individuals to provide workforce development, educational
services, behavioral health, mentoring, housing assistance, and other key supports. 

Prior to 2020, Judge Rice was a public defender in the Mount Vernon City Court for 14 years where he
was the lead attorney in the Adolescent Diversion Part. Additionally, between 2011 and 2019, Judge Rice
was a member of the New Rochelle City Council where he spearheaded Westchester’s first My Brother’s
Keeper initiative, which focused on the cradle-to-career development of youth, particularly boys and
young men of color. 

Judge Rice is a lifelong Westchester resident, and he resides in New Rochelle with his wife Jasmine and
their children, Jocelyn, and Jayden.  
 

Hon. Jared R. Rice, New Rochelle City Court Judge 
(LW 2014) 
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Valerie Mason Cunningham is a certified professional leadership coach. A diplomatic, dedicated, and
respected business leader recognized for leading and inspiring people to deliver excellence. A change
champion and long-term value driver who leverages global business acumen in talent management,
operations, marketing, sales, communications, and finance to deliver exceptional results for large, small, and
midsize enterprises. She engages actively in the advocacy, discussions, and design for a diverse workforce
and work environment to embrace the power of inclusion and belonging. Her mission and purpose in life-by
sharing her experiences, is to help inspire leaders to up level their skills so they can maximize their impacts
and full potential in their personal and professional lives, and the communities they serve.

Valerie exhibits the executive presence and leadership gravitas critical to engaging people, building
consensus, collaborating with colleagues, and cultivating beneficial relationships. An exceptional presenter,
speaker, facilitator, coach, and influencer, she has spent over 25 years working hand in glove with the C-
suite to plan enterprise-level strategies, identify and capitalize on opportunities, and expand operational
capabilities all to drive better outcomes. She has been universally recognized for her strong work ethic,
integrity, authenticity, a passion for helping others succeed, being results-oriented, and a high degree of
personal initiative. She is a certified Lean Six Sigma green belt skilled in problem resolution to drive
improved business results and organization design.

 Valerie enjoyed an extraordinarily successful career at Xerox Corporation with 38 years of progressive
leadership and management experiences, while driving purposeful and consistent business results. Prior to
her departure, she held the Vice President of Channel Marketing for North America Operations. She was
named Senior Vice President, Sales and Client Services US-Operations, January 2012. In 2011, she was
appointed Vice President and Business Transformation Executive of the United States Operations Group
working directly with the President and Corporate Officer of this Business Unit. She began her Xerox career
in June 1980 as a sales trainee in NY. Her focus on delivering business excellence included managing an
$850M business unit and increasing the book of business by 15% YOY. Securing the largest cash sale of
$68M and contracting for the largest IT services contract of $150M in the Healthcare Industry.

Dr. Valerie Mason Cunningham 
Managing Principal, Pride Matters, LLC and Volunteer New York! Board Chair 
(LW 2018) 
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Valerie served as a board member on the University of Connecticut, (Stamford location) Business School
Advisory Board, and served on the Vendor Advisory Council for CompTIA. At present she serves as the
Chair of the Board of Directors and Executive Committee Chair for Volunteer New York! Also, at Volunteer
New York! she served as the board secretary, member of the governance committee, member of the
strategic planning committee, and a graduate the Leadership Westchester (LW)-class of 2018 and a
member of the LW Alumni Association. Also, she currently serves as a member of the Board of Trustees and
Development Committee at Mercy College, and member of the “Friends of URI” (Urban Resource Institute)
focused on Domestic Violence.

Valerie earned her Bachelor of Science degree in business management and marketing communications,
with a concentration in computer science from the State University of New York Old Westbury. She attended
Spelman Collegefor two years where she studied computer science. Valerie received an honorary Doctorate
of Commercial Science degree from Mercy College. She has received several business and community
awards including the Women’s Executive Achievement and Community Service Award from the YWCA
Greenwich CT and was featuredon the MacNeil/Lehrer NewsHourhighlighting Xerox: Strength in Diversity.

Valerie is the managing principal of PRIDE Matters, LLC-a consulting and coaching firm and the co-founder
of Mason & Rice, LLC-a coaching and facilitated learning firm. She currently resides in Westchester County,
New York, with her husband and son. Valerie believes that experiences matter, everyone’s journey has
purpose in life, and the greatest freedom is the freedom of choice.
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