Brian Bietz continues: 

“I pretty much ended my consulting business about four years ago and have since been focused on developing a green hydrogen production and refueling facility for the heavy-duty transportation, construction and agricultural industry in south central Alberta. I’ve learned that although green hydrogen is NOT a silver bullet, it does offer real opportunities to reduce emissions in what has been to date a “hard-to-abate” industry. I keep trying to actually retire, but this project is such a fascinating challenge from so many aspects that, if anything, I seem to be getting busier! 
“Two things stick out for me regarding my time at the ASPB. The first was a truly anomalous period over a couple of years where we suddenly had a spate of complaints with respect to members failing to act in a professional manner. This was truly distressing period of time for everyone involved as we really had almost no experience up to that time dealing with these and at least some of the complaints were from members against other members. What was most problematic, though, was the fact that while the majority of these claims were eventually dismissed, they all still resulted in a massive disruption in the lives of the named members. This period re-enforced for me three things. First, how rare actual non professional behavior occurs in the ASPB, second how important it is, when it does occur, to address the issue quickly and third, how important it is to make sure that our professional behavior is protected from spurious claims.
“The second was the truly great debates we had (and apparently continue today) about what defines a professional biologist. I have always leaned toward inclusion, believing we wanted to have as members anyone who was working as a professional towards protecting the natural environment. For example, years ago we considered an application for membership by a member of the RCMP who’s job entailed enforcing the Species at Risk Act with respect to the importation of endangered animals. As I recall, their academic credentials were not fully aligned which bothered a few folks but, for me at least, I couldn’t imagine someone who more fully embodied the spirit and intent of our association.”
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